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* German Official on Common Currency, 
Democracy in EC 


93P201634 Oslo ARBEIDERBLADET in Norwegian 
5 May 93 pill 


[Article including interview with German State Secre- 
tary Ursula Seiler-Albring, FRG Foreign Ministry, by 
Erik Sagflaat ‘n Oslo; date of interview not given: “EC 
Closed Untii Union Ready”™] 


[Text] A Danish no to the EC Union 18 May will slow 
down the membership negotiations. “At least tempo- 
rarily,”” said State Secretary Seiler-Albring. 


“Our desire to receive new members from EFTA [Euro- 
pean Free Trade Association] is not diminished by a 
Danish no. But should they say no, Maastricht will have 
to be adjusted to an entirely new situation. We can 
negotiate with the new member countries even when the 
last brick 1s missing, but the negotiations cannot be 
concluded until the building is completed. We can only 
admit new members after Maastricht has been ratified in 
all the EC countnes,” said Seiler-Albring. 


Support Norway 


State Secretary Ursula Seiler-Albring is in charge of EC 
issues in the German Foreign Ministry. She is currently 
visiting Norway, and she has had talks with State Secre- 
taries Helga Hernes and Jon Ivar Nalsund, as well as 
with members of the Storting Standing Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 


“I am here to find out what we can do to facilitate 
Norway's negotiations with the EC,” she said. “Fisher- 
ies, arctic agriculture, and energy policy are significant 
issues. It is always possible to find limited, transitional 
arrangements. The EC also has a plethora of instruments 
for regional policy and for supporting permanently weak 
regions. The major issue for Norway, Sweden, and 
Finland in this respect is arctic agriculture.” 


In reply to a question on Germany's position on Norwe- 
gian whaling, Seiler- Albring said that she understands 
the whalers’ problems, but there must be another way 
than unilateral resumption of the harvesting to solve 
their problems. Nevertheless, Germany may go along 
with a limited quota in a limited area—providing the 
other EC countries and the International Whaling Com- 
mission agree. 


Regrets a No 


[Sagflaat] What will the reaction be if Norway says no to 
the EC once again? 


{Seiler-Albring] We will respect that, but we will regret it 
deeply. Norway can play an important role as stabilizer 
in the EC, given its long democratic traditions, and it 
will be an economic asset, given its solid economy. In 
addition to Luxembourg, Norway is presently the only 
country that meets the strict conditions established for 
the monetary union. 
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Our most important task just now is to make sure there 
is good information about the Maastricht agreement and 
the EC Union. 


We must make sure that our citizens get the impression 
that the EC is there for them, not for the bureaucrats in 
Brussels. People have to know who decides what and 
why. That means making the decisions as close to the 
citizen as possible. 


Integration 


Seiler-Albring said that integration was important for 
Germany in finding its place in Europe. 


[Seiler-Albring] That is why European integration is not 
a source of contention with us. But the more sovereignty 
is abdicated to Brussels, the more the citizens will be 
concerned about their own place within the system. As a 
result, in Germany and other member countries, the 
matter of a deficit of democracy within the EC is an 
important issue. 


What is most important is access and information. It is 
important for our laender that they can bring up with the 
EC’s institutions the topics that concern them directly, 
they are closer to the people. Some centralized rules and 
regulations are needed for commerce and trade. But 
some, such as the directive on the curvature of the 
cucumber, are not needed, and they only contribute to 
making the EC unintelligible to the average person. 


Deutsche mark 


[Sagflaat] Is Germany willing to give up its Deutsche 
mark in favor the ECU [European Currency Uwit]? 


[Seiler-Albring] The need for stability is the overriding 
issue. The doubt surrounding the question of giving up 
the German mark is connected with the need for a stable 
currency, it is not a political issue. The currency union 
may emerge in the third phase, when this stability has 
been achieved. 


What it means for us, is that we have to improve our 
budget balance. But given the right conditions, I do not 
doubt that Germany will accept a common currency. 


* European Economic Area Adjustments Voted On 


93P20159A Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
30 Apr 93 pA 2 


[Article by Geir Salvesen: “Fight to the End on the 
European Economic Area”) 


[Excerpts] The no parties put up a fight. Yesterday they 
tried every tactic to stop the final yes to the European 
Economic Area [EEA]. but in vain. This was “EEA II,” 
changes to the already adopted EEA agreement. The 
changes were needed because of EFTA [European Free 
Trade Association] member Switzerland's no to the EEA 
in a plebiscite in December of last year. 
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The debate in the Storting yesterday centered on how 
great these changes are and whether they require an 
entirely new handling of the whole agreement. The 
Socialist Left Party and the Center Party thought so and 
were joined by some defectors from the Christian Peo- 
p’2’s Party, one from the Progress Party, and one from 
Labor. 


The rest—a solid majority, as it turned out—agreed with 
the government that it was a question of some technical 
adjustments, that nothing substantive in the agreement 
has been affected. The only changes that have come 
about are that the name Switzerland has been deleted 
from the text of the agreement, and that the other EFTA 
countnes’ contributions to the EC Fund have increased, 
they pointed out. 


Torpedo Attempt 


At first the two opposing parties, the Socialist Left and 
the Center, tried to torpedo a proposal to fund continued 
EC membership negotiations, but they were defeated. 
Next they tried to put off approval of yesterday's EEA 
debate by proposing a postponement. They did not get a 
majority on that. Then there was an argument on 
speakers’ time allotments. 


The no parties contended that for such an important 
issue the time allotments were much too stringent. Here 
all parties pursued a lively debate on the topic while the 
clock ticked away. The net outcome was that the pro- 
posal for extended time allotments was rejected. Finally 
the no parties tried to get a proposal through to the effect 
that the changes to to the EEA agreement required 
adoption by the same three-fourths majority that was 
required for “EEA I” and that it had to be done as a roll 
call. No majority for this, eithe:, and the final vote 
showed 36 opposed to the EEA with 119 for. 


That makes one opponent more than last fall when the 
issue was up for debate. The turncoat was Finn Thoresen 
who in the meantime has left the Progress Party and 1s 
running as an independent. [passage omitted] 


The debate itself was relatively calm with no real argu- 
ments pro or con. Many noted a pretty irreconcilable 
tone between the Christian People’s Party and the 
Center Party. [passage omittec’] 


On the question of the no parties wanting increased time 
allotments and all the other objections, Christian Peo- 
ple’s Party parliamentary leader Kare Gjonnes said that 
all they needed to do was run copies of the speeches from 
the last go-around and hand those to the press. Nothing 
much has happened in the meantime. 


Poll Reminder 


Several times the Center Party were told that they are not 
in “the real world.” To wkich Center Party chairman 
Lahnstein replied, “Allow me to remind the Storting 
members that the most recent opinion poll | know of, on 
the issue of EC membership, showed that 52 percent of 
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the Norwegian electorate are against and 36 percent are 
for Norway's membership in the EC. To me that is the 
real world, more so than what goes on in this chamber.” 


It is still unclear exactly when the EEA agreement will go 
into effect. Foreign Trade Minister Godal said that 
Spain has withdrawn its earlier demands that a Maas- 
tncht approval within the EC be linked to the approval 
of the EEA treaty. New elections in Spain in June may 
nevertheless push things off until September. 


Godal said that about 3490 laws passed in the EC since 
the conclusion of the EEA negotiations will be presented 
to the Storting very soon. The reason the government 
had not submitted them to the Storting earlier was that 
they had pnoritized getting EEA II taken care of. 


* Opposition Decries Secrecy on EC Position 
Papers 

¥3P201614 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
30 Apr 93 pA4 


{Article by Morten Fyhn and Ole Nygaard: “Access to 
EC Papers Denied”’] 


[Text] The Foreign Ministry has put a lid on the EC 
negotiations. Norway's attitude differs sharply from that 
of Sweden, Finland, and Austria. 


The Foreign Ministry refuses to make public the Norwe- 
gian position papers in the EC negotiations. Chief nego- 
trator Ambassador Eivinn Berg yesterday told Norwe- 
gian journalists in Brussels that the denial of the request 
to see the papers was based on the article in the law on 
public access to information that deals with relationships 
with international organizations and foreign powers. 


Foreign Trade Minister Godal dismisses the criticism: 
“The prime minister has thoroughly informed the 
Storting of the government's goals in the negotiations. 
For my part, I have said several times that an ongoing 
public disclosure of the developments in the negotiations 
was never an option.” 


In reply to the question of why Norway is behaving very 
differently from Sweden, he replied that he doubts that 
Sweden will make all the details public when the nego- 
tiations start getting tougher. 


The Socialist Left Party and the Center Party cannot 
accept that Norway is keeping documents from the EC 
membership negotiations secret that Sweden 1s making 
public. 


“This is unacceptable, and contrary to the assurances 
Trade Minister Godal made as recently as yesterday in 
the debate on the European Economic Area [EEA], said 
Center Party leader Lahnstein. The Center Party feels 
that Norway has to be at least as open as Sweden when it 
comes to making the EC negotiations public. 
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Last One To Start 


As the chief negotiator for the last country to get going of 
the four now seeking membership in the EC, Norway’s 
Berg is presenting the EC Commission's negotiators with 
eight or nine documents just now. The documents have 
been described as position papers, containing Norway's 
views on the issues that will be the first ones to be 
negotiated. 


According to Berg, most of this is already known; these 
are areas that have already been discussed in the EEA 
agreement. These are such issues as free movement of 
goods, services, capital, and people, and also consumer 
protection. The EC for its part develops its positions on 
the basis of these documents. Only after that, can the real 
negotiations start. 


The Foreign Ministry's reluctance to make public the 
position papers stands in contrast to Trade Minister 
Godal’s assurances that the negotiations will be carried 
out in as great an openness as possible, and in contrast to 
the fact that Sweden does not have any problems making 
public its position papers. Austria and Finiand have also 
allowed the mass media access to their position papers. 


In his speech 5 Apnil during the opening of the EC 
negotiations, the trade minister made much of Norway's 
law on public access, and he stressed at the same time the 
importance of as much openness and access as possible. 
He has said much the same thing in meetings with 
representatives of media organizations. Godal has 
pointed out that Norway cannot negotiate through the 
mass media: this is obvious and meets with under- 
standing. 


It is therefore important to emphasize that there are no 
indications of the applicant country’s negotiating 
Strategy in the position papers, nor any information on 
how far they are willing to cede. The papers contain on 
the whole dry facts and familiar justifications for why the 
applicant country urges retention of one custom or 
another. 


For instance, in the Swedish papers the reader finds 
familiar descriptions of Sweden's alcohol policy, of its 
high environmental standards, and the desire to retain 
the nght to hunt bear. 


A spokesman at the Swedish EC Delegation in Brussels 
said that making public the Swedish position papers is 
part of the government's strategy to keep the public 
informed and to ensure as broad a political base as 
possible for the negotiations. 


* Socialist Left Party Strongest in North 
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[Article by Eimk Ramberg: “Larger Than ‘Good Old 
Labor’”’} 
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[Text] According to opinion polls, the Socialist Left 
Party [SV], is the largest party in North Norway. The 
Labor Party is losing over the EC issue and a lack of will 
to govern, they say in the SV. 


For the first time opinion polls show the SV as larger 
than the “Good Old” in the three northernmost coun- 
ties. In a poll Opinion A/S carried out for the North 
Norwegian labor press 19-23 April, following the party's 
national congress, SV has surpassed Labor in Nordland, 
Troms, and Finnmark counties. 


Storting member Rolf Ketil Bjorn from Troms believes 
SV’s formidable success quite simply is due to the fact 
that the party espouses a better policy than Labor does. 


“It is the ongoing EC adjustments that are the reason for 
the situation in North Norway. The business and indus- 
trial .ector is without direction. The fisheries policy is 
misguided. Labor and the government have renounced 
their tools of governance. Legislation that was meant to 
protect coastal Norway bave been adjusted and adapted 
to the EC,” Bjorn stated. 


He also stressed high unemployment as a major factor in 
SV’s surpassing Labor in the three northernmost coun- 
ties. “The Labor Party exhibits little ability or inclina- 
tion for governance. We want governance, and that is 
why the voters are turning to us. The labor movement is 
very strong in the north. What we are witnessing is a shift 
in gravity from Labor to SV,” Bjorn said. 


He believes the rortherners do not trust Fisheries Min- 
ister Olsen. “He says he is opposed to the EC, but he goes 
along with adjustments to the EC by changing the 
fisheries legislation, for example, the law on raw fish. 
How could he not become hostage in that EC-friendly a 
government.” 


The fisheries minister told AFTENPOSTEN that it is 
nonsense to speak of EC- oriented adjustments in the 
fisheries policy. 


“I'm no hostage. | know what | want with my fisheries 
policy. What the SV is doing is to cynically use the EC 
debate to mislead people about the EEA [European 
Economic Area]. The party wants to believe that the 
EEA spells the end of the districts policy. They are 
absolutely wrong. The EEA is important for North 
Norway because that region is dependent on having 
markets to export their goods to. There is quite a bit of 
export-oriented industry up north,” the fisheries min- 
ister said. 


Labor chairman Jagland urges calm. “We'll just have to 
wait and see what happens in North Norway. They have 
written off Labor before. That is an unstable electorate, 
many have not made up their minds yet. A lot can 
happen before the election.” 


“After the central board's mecting next week we will 
submit a proposal for how this redistribution is to be,” 
said Jagland. 





4 UNITED KINGDOM 


U.S., Russia Called On To Join Bosnian Peace 
Efforts 


LD1005195093 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1830 GMT 10 May 93 


[By Brussels correspondent Geoff Meade] 


[Text] The government joined the rest of the EC tonight 
{10 May] in challenging Amenica to join peace-keeping 
efforts in Bosnia. The move follows increasing irritation 
amongst the member states—particularly those who 
have already committed troops—over accusations that 
the Community lacks the political will to act decisively 
to end the conflict in the former Yugoslavia. 


Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd insisted after talks in 
Brussels that Britain’s attitude towards the crisis was 
“positive, not negative”. He staunchly defended EC 
efforts to end the conflict so far, claiming that sanctions 
were now beginning to bite and that the EC humani- 
tarian aid effort had already saved thousands of lifes. 
Before returning to London he said he welcomed sugges- 
tions from France that the Ameri.ans and the Russians 
should be encouraged to takv part in security efforts to 
safeguard areas designated by the United Nations as 
“safe” areas. 


And tonight the Danish foreign minister Niels Helveg 
Petersen, currently running the EC presidency, said it 
was time the U.S. and the Russians became involved. 
“We are inviting other countries, especially the Ameri- 
cans and the Russians, to contribute to the efforts to 
secure safe areas. 


“I think it is only timely that the Community coun- 
tries—and many of us have sent troops on the ground— 
should invite other countries that support the concept of 
safe areas also to contribute.” 


Mr. Hurd and his colleagues are determined to counter 
charges of EC inactivity, insisting that sanctions remain 
the strongest weapon in attempts to end the war. The EC 
still opposes military intervention, insisting on a purely 
“peace-keeping” role for international forces. 


Hurd Warns Serbs Will Not Be Left To Enjoy 
Conquests 

LD1005 173893 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1425 GMT 10 May 93 


[By Geoff Meade, PRESS ASSOCIATION, in Brussels] 


[Text] The Serbs will not be allowed to live in “quiet 
enjoyment” of their conquests, Foreign Secretary Dou- 
glas Hurd warned this afternoon [10 May]. Britain 
remained willing to consider “all the options” to end the 
war, despite continuing strong reservations about pro- 
posals for military intervention, he said. 


Mr. Hurd was speaking after European Community 
peace negotiator Lord Owen briefed EC foreign minis- 
ters at talks in Brussels on the latest developments. 
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The meeting produced no dramatic new initiatives— 
largely because western Europe is still awaiting definitive 
U.S. plans for tackling the growing crisis between Serbs 
and Muslims in the former Yugoslavia. 


There was a general welcome today for the apparent 
support of Serb President Slobodan Milosevic, who is 
now backing the Vance-Owen peace plan, not least to 
avoid the crippling effect of sanctions imposed by the 
West. 


Mr. Hurd insisted this afternoon that action already 
taken by the EC and the United Nations, including 
sanctions, and the humanitarian effort were working, 
although not as much as hoped. 


The Vance-Owen peace propo:al remained “indispensi- 
ble” he said, while thousands of livi:s had already been 
saved because of EC membe: states’ humanitarian 
activity. 


“Believing that the Serbs are going to be left in quiet 
enjoyment of their conquests is an illusion, and one 
which is becoming apparent even to the Serbs,” Mr. 
Hurd went on. 


Defense Secretary Rifkind Views Bosnian 
Situation 

LD1005 162293 London BBC Television Network in 
English 0715 GMT 9 May 93 


[Interview with British Defense Secretary Malcolm Rif- 
kind, by David Frost on 9 May; from the “Breakfast with 
Frost” program—live] 


[Text] [Frost] On the basic situation in Bosnia at the 
moment, we are still opposed to the idea of lifting the 
arms embargo on the Muslims aren't we? 


[Rifkind] Yes because that frankly would lead to a new 
inferno—the idea that by giving arms to the Bosnian 
Muslims or the Bosnian Croats for their self-defence—if 
one could be certain that weapons provided were only 
used for self-defence then that at least would be an 
arguable proposition, but everyone knows perfectly well 
that once you hand over large amovnts of very powerful 
weaponry you can't control how they are used, and we 
have seen for example in recent weeks the awful atroci- 
ties committed between Croats and Muslims. Now 
imagine if Colonel Stewart [British Commander in 
Bosnia] and his colleagues were in the middle—British 
forces exposed to risks, perhaps losing their lives, and it 
turned out that weapons supplicd by the United Nations 
had been responsible fur that—how would you react to 
such a ghastly eventuality? 


[Frost] So we can remain confident that you will stand 
firm on that. What about on the other point that is of 
great controversy at the moment—namely limited 
bombing raids on either Serbian positions or Bosnian, 
Serbian supply lines? 
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[Rifkind] We haven't ruled that out, there can be circum- 
stances in which the use of air power can be effective, for 
example the imposition of the non-fly zone in Iraq—we 
used air power, where you can have a specific target then 
sometimes that can achieve results. But again the test has 
to be what will the effect be on the fighting on the 
ground, and in particular what will be the effect on 
United Natiois humanitarian missions. It ss worth 
remembering last autumn I think i was, the United 
Nations confidently believed that without United 
Nations help 400,000 people. that’s almost half a million 
people would starve to death over the winter months. 
Now in fact that hasn't happened, and the main reason it 
hasnt happened is because British, Canadian and other 
United Nations forces have done a superb job on the 
ground—now they cannot continue doing that work if at 
the same time the United Nations were to become 
partisan, become involved in combat in Bosnia, so these 
are the very difficult issues that have to be reconciled. 


[Frost] Right, so clearly as you just said on the second 
one of those—the limited air strikes, we have not ruled 
that out, but in terms of the first thing—arming the 
Bosnian Muslims, lifting the arms embargo, we have 
ruled that out? 


[Rifkind] I cannot see any convincing argument why 
arming people in what 1s very largely a civil war would 
do other than perpetuate the conflict and lead to greater 
loss of life, and that has to be the criteria one applies. 


[Frost] What about the situations if there is good news 
that following this cease-fire—if there is some way 
whether President Milosevic weaves his magic, if there is 
a settlement on the basis roughly of the Vance-Owen 
plan, how many of those reputed 70,000 UN troops 
would you see as ours, how many could we supply, if they 
want 10,000 1s that ok? 


[Rifkind] If we have a genuine cease-fire—by genuine 
cease-fire | mean not just a document that is signed, but 
seme real evidence that the people on the ground are 
stopping fighting, and one welcomes enormously the 
reports of the cease-fire that has been agreed—we all 
have to wait and see whether that turns out to be a 
genuine cease-fire, if it is, there becomes a powerful 
argument for the United Nations to help not peace 
enforcement but peace-keeping, and if there is a peace- 
keeping force then I think it likely the United Kingdom 
would want to contribute, but the precise size will 
depend firstly on what the United Nations requires, 
secondly what other countries are contributing because it 
would be a force made up of a number countries. The 
United States have said they would be likely to be 
participating, as would France and a number of other 
States and I'm sure Britain would play its part. 


[Frost] Could we find i0,000 troops? 


[Rifkind] Well I think we can, but it depends for how 
long you are referring to. Basically one of the issues that 
the United Nations has to face is the need to ensure that 
for future operations countries who contribute at the 
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beginning of that operation aren't expected to continue 
for many years. Now we have seen a good precedent in 
the last week with the United States and Somalia. The 
United States sent ia 28,000 troops into Somalia last 
November, this week they have handed over to the 
United Nations—other countnes are now taking over, 
Carrying out the responsibilities that the Americans have 
undertaken in recent time:, I think that’s the way the 
United Nations should increasingly operate because if 
you have UN operations going on for several years, 
which clearly has to be a possibility in Bosnia, I don't 
think it would be realistic to believe that the French or 
the British or the Americans who might be the major 
contributors at the beginning should continue indefi- 
nitely. 


[Frost] And earlier op when we were talking about air 
strikes, I was making .ne point—would if there were air 
strikes with added certain danger to British troops, 
would we withdraw our troops, Bob Stewart [British 
Commander in Bosnia] thought that was very unlikely 
just because of danger and so on, would you actually 
withdraw our troops if there were air-strikes, our peace- 
keeping troops’ 


[Rifkind] Well clearly the supreme objective has to be 
the safety of our own British forces in Bosnia. The 
judgement that would have to be made is whether they 
could continue a humanitarian role, now that would 
depend on what kind of military action—-:f there was to 
be military action was taking place. You cannot seriously 
expect British forces to continue escorting convoys 
through a war zone where other UN forces may actually 
be bombing places on that route, that clearly would be 
impossible. So it very much depends on what might 
evolve from the current discussions that are taking place. 
What I think we very much hope is that if the cease-fire 
that has now been agreed applies, if Mr. Milosevic sticks 
by his recently declared policy and puts maximum 
pressure on the Bosnian-Serbs, then that will be the basis 
on which you could have a genuine UN peace- keeping 
operation, and that would be infinitely preferable to any 
of the other alternatives that have been canvassed in 
recent weeks. 


[Frost] Mr. Rifkind, thank you very much indeed for 
being with us. 


Election Defeat Sows Dissension in Tory Ranks 


PM1005 161093 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH in 
English 10 May 93 p 1 


[George Jones report: “Cabinet Split Over Future ot 
Lamont”} 


[Text] Tory disarray after last week's shattering election 
defeats deepened last night [10 May] as a Cabinet split 
developed over demands for Mr Major to give the 
Government a new sense of direction by replacing Mr 
Lamont as Chancellor. Despite a groundswell of opinion 
within the party that Mr Lamont should go, powerful 
Cabinet allies were fighting a rearguard action to save 











him from being made a scapegoat. But some of Mr 
Major's closest colleagues will make clear today that he 
must move Mr Lamont—and possibly drop him from 
the Cabinet—in July. 


Alt a meeting of senivr ministers at Downing Street the 
prime Minister will be told that weekend surveys of 
opinion among Tory MPs [members of Parliament] and 
party activists have shown haemorrhaging of support for 
Mr Lamont after last Thursday's defeats in the shires 
and at the Newbury by-election. 


Constituencies want to see changes in personalities as 
well as policies” in an attempt to relaunch the Govern- 
ment after a dismal year since the general election. 


But Mr Major is anxious to avoid panic measures and 
does not want to be seen to be giving into demands for 
Mr Lamont’s head. 


Nor is there any obvious post to which Mr Lamont, who 
celebrated his Sist birthday at the weekend, could be 
moved. Defence is a possibility, but MPs said that there 
would be an outcry if he were switched to the Home 
Office or the Foreign Office. 


“Former Chancellors are difficult people to find slots 
for,” said one of Mr Major's associates. July—probably 
when Parliament breaks for the long summer recess— 
seems the most likely date for a restricturing of the 
Cabinet. Any further delay would cause problems for the 
second budget in November and make for a difficult 
party conference in the autumn. 


But some leading ministers rallied to Mr Lamont's 
defence—including two who have been tipped as pos- 
sible successors: Mr Clarke, Home Secretary, and Mr 
Howard, Environment Secretary. 


Mr Howard said it would be “absurd” for Mr Lamont to 
be blamed for the election results. ““What happened was 
an explosion of frustration at the recession.” 


UNITED KINGDOM 


FBIS-WEU-93-089 
11 May 1993 


Another Right-winger, Mr Portillo, Treasury Chief Sec- 
retary and Mr Lamont's deputy, said: “I cannot recom- 
mend changing policy—can I?—because I believe these 
policies to be the mght ones. I cannot recommend 
changing personnel because I think that Normal Lamont 
believes absolutely in the things that are necessary for the 
management of this economy and is competent to do the 
job.” 


Mr Clarke spoke of the “unfairness” to Mr Lamont, but 
made no attempt to disguise the scale of the crisis. The 
Government was in a “dreadful hole”. 


He indicated that there were sharp differences among 
ministers on the causes of the poll disaster. 


Whitehall insiders say that ministers are coming under 
pressure to back away from controversial policies such as 
railway privatisation and to reach a compromise in the 
row with the teachers of testing for 14-year-olds. 


An argument is also developing over the thrust of Gov- 
ernment economic policy. Some ministers want a return 
to “caring Conservatism” and are fearful that proposals 
for cutting back on the welfare state will cost the Tories 
more support. 


In what will be seen as an implied criticism of Mr 
Major's leadership, Mr Clarke said that the Cabinet h ad 
to agree a “purposeful agenda” to win back the bedrock 
votes it had lost. 


“What I am concerned about is that we recover our 
self-confidence and our authority as a Government and 
we decide what our political agenda is.” 


He said that there would not be a “sensible” challenge to 
Mr Major's leadership this autumn—*“! have no idea 
what any eccentrics will do.” 


Earlier, a leading Tory Euro-rebel, Mr Christopher Gill 
(Ludlow}—touted by some as a “stalking horse” candi- 
date—said: “There is absolutely no truth in that at all. It 
is quite unfounded.” 
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Koh! Cited on Lifting Weapons Embargo on 
Bosnia 


LD1005 134593 Hamburg DPA in German 1252 GMT 
10 May 93 


[Excerpt] Bonn (DPA}—Chancellor Helmut Kohl is evi- 
dently considering with greater intensity lifting the 
weapons embargo imposed on Bosnia. “I have never 
made a secret of the fact that, if the EC cannot protect 
Bosnia, weapons for self-defense cannot be withhe 
from the Bosnians,” Kohl said today (10 May] following 
his meeting with the departing Canadian Prime Minister 
Bnan Mulroney. [passage omitted] 


Kinkel To Discuss Bosnia With Cyoatia’s 
Tudjman 

LD1005 144693 Hamburg DPA in German 1155 GMT 
10 May 93 


[Excerpts] Brussels (DPA)}—The EC intends to take 
seriously the Belgrade government's promise to drasti- 
cally limit aid to the Bosnian Serlis. At their meeting in 
Brussels today [10 May], the EC foreign ministers dis- 
cussed the possibility of sending several thousand 
observers to the border between Serbia and Bosnia- 
Herzegovina to monitor the Serb embargo. [passage 
omitted] 


German Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel will fly to Zagreb 
on 14 May to discuss the situation in Bosnia with 
Croatian President Franjo Tudjman. He is likc’y to 
address the problem of the repeated outbreaks of fighting 
between Croats and Muslims in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 


[passage omitted] 


Woerner Calls For German Involvement in UN 
Missions 


AU1005112593 Hamburg BILD AM SONNTAG in 
German 9 May 93 pp 4-5 


[Interview with NATO Secretary General Manfred 
Woerner by Helmut Boeger; place and date not given) 


[Text] [Boeger] Is NATO in a position to end the war in 
the former Yugoslavia? 


[Woerner] In the final analysis, it is only the warring 
parties that can end the war. The Un..ed Nations can 
help by means of political negotiations, on the one hand, 
and by carrying out coercive measures, on the other— 
ranging from an embargo to military means. NATO acts 
by order of the United Nations. It takes part in coercive 
measures and would be ready to carry out and supervise 
a peace agreement between the Serbs, Croats, and 
Bosnians. If the United Nations were to agree to tighten 
the measures and decide to use military means following 
the rejection of the peace plan by the Bosnian Serbs, 
NATO would again have to act. 


[Boeger] How many soldiers would be needed to carry 
Out a peace agreement accepted by all sides? 
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[Woerner] I personally would estimate their number at 
70,000 men, possibly even a bit more. They would also 
have to be equipped with heavy weapons, such as tanks. 
In our view, they would also need regu‘ations allowing 
them to rectify violations of the agreement. 


[Boeger] Should Bundeswehr soldiers take part in sch a 
mission? 


[Woerner] It is =p to the federal government aione to 
decide that. However, I do not al present see anyone in 
the government who would allow Bundeswehr soldiers to 
take part in such a mission in the former Yugoslavia. 


[Boeger] Do the other NATO members have a certain 
understanding for Germany's position” 


[Woerner] Their understanding 1s waning increasingly. 
All alliance members éxpect Germany to participate 
more than it has done in the past. The Germans’ position 
of refusal will not be accepted on a permanent basis. 
However, in the special case of Yugoslavia, | rather 
assume there 1s a certain understanding for the decision 
not to dispatch armed troops. 


[Boeger] Some politicians also believe thai no German 
soldiers should be sent to regions where the former 
Wehrmacht waged war in the past. 


[Woerner] I think this view is going too far, cause then 
not much would be left.... Today we are dealing with UN 
peace-keeping or peace-creating measures, which quali- 
tatively is a totally new dimension. My persona! opinion 
as a German is this: Precisely because of this ternbie 
past, it would be right for the Germans, who profit from 
membership within the United Nations and NATO, to 
participate actively—and even militarily—in securing 
peace. The point is not to militarize German policy, but 
to prevent genocide. 


[Boeger] Do you believe that young German recruits are 
generally eager to risk life and limb anywhere in the 
world—no matter by whose order? 


[Woerner] Of course aot, that is a foregone conclusion. 
But do you believe young Americans, Frenchmen, or 
Belgians are different? Their health and life is certainly 
not worth less. 


Article Views Clinton's ‘Dilemma’ in Balkans 


AU1105135093 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 11 May 93 p 2 


[Viola Herms Drath article: “Bill Clinton's Dilemma” 


[Text] The disappointment about the ambivalent reac- 
tions by the European allies and the Russian Govern- 
ment to Warren Christopher's consensus-secking mis- 
sion on Bosnia-Herzegovina has led to new 
considerations in the White House. Upon pressure from 
the Democratic left in the U.S. Congress and other 
groups, President Clinton, who is hard pressed in the 
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domestic sphere, is facing a risky foreign policy test that 
he would have preferred to avoid. 


The cease-fire brokered by UN Commander Morillon 
during the weekend [8-9 May] has given mise to certain 
hopes. Meanwhile, however, the skepticism about the 
upcoming referendum as an instrument to gain time is 
hardly less than the skepticism about the latest cease-fire 
version with vague security guarantees for the five s-cu- 
rity zones. 


As a matter of fact, Clinton has always pleaded in favor 
of a col!ective operation and rejected unilateral action. 
The voices in his camp that seem to prefer the bombing 
of tactical targets before a referendum that might yield 
unfavorable results for the Muslims are, however, 
increasing. Yet, it remains unclear whether Cong. ess will 
approve such plans until the president succeeds in spec- 
ifying the military goals within the context of the 
national interests of the United States and of the actual 
and political costs. 


Referring t) the bloody civil wars in other parts of the 
world, not only military officials stress that even a 
superpower like the United States is not in a position to 
act as a world gerdarme. This argument is underlined by 
the clear caution of the British and the French. The 
prospect that the pacification of this region will be a 
long-term project even after the implementation of the 
Vance-Owen plan does not make a decision easier. The 
stabilization perio’, dunng which captured territones 
are to be returned 1s expected to last at least three years. 
This involves the risky presence of peacekeeping UN and 
NATO troops, which. have to be ready for combat 
missions overnight. 


In view of the drastic reshuffle among Clinton's aides at 
the White House, the defeat of his economic stimulus 
package in Congress, and the delay concerning the 
noisily announced health insurance reform headed by 
Hillary Rodham Clinton, the inexperienced president 
finds himself cornered. 


In addition, the president is facing problems as a result 
of the revival of the critical “Perot factor” in public. 
There is no doubt that the moral imperative has assumed 
its own dynamism because of the horror scenes shown by 
the media. Despite the fact that Clinton strongly criti- 
cized the Vance-Owen plan as recently as in February, it 
is now considered an attractive alternative in view of the 
European opposition and the most recent ceasefire. 


Tire next step will lead to an acid test for the president. 
He will have to specify what security-political goals are 
to be achieved with a military operation. The credibility 
of his leadership is at stake among his voters and the 
foreign allies. 


Clinton's ‘Changed’ Stance Viewed 


AU 1105134893 Hamburg DIE WELT in Gorman /1 
May 93 p 1 


[Fritz Wirth editorial: “Embarrassed President”) 
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[icxt] Bill Clinton. who ome days ago was still a 
seemingly resolute and impatient potential warlord in 
the Bosnisn conflict, has changed overnight to become a 
Quiet and embarrassed taciturn man. His saber-rattling 
vocabulery with which he announced bomb attacks 
zzainst Serbian positrons has ceased to be heard. He is 
suddenly very :solated with such threatening gestures— 
not only among his allies, but also in a skeptical Congress 
and before the extremely suspicious US. citizens. 


There is no necd fu complicated analyses to explain this 
diirust. It is suff >< ut to mention a simple word about 
2 past with whi... A. vencans have not yet come to 
grips—the Viettiacn ~) adr e. This nation does not 
tolerate any mulitzs: gdventures anymore, without 
having first been clear}: in/ormed about the goal, dimen- 
sion, and result of such comment. Mysteriously, Bill 
Clinton, who so rigorously protested against the Vietnam 
war in the pasi, has failed to supply such information. As 
long as he does not inform the people. his threats 
regarding the Bosnian conflict will go unheard. 


What is becoming shockingly clear is this: No one has a 
convincing strategy in dealing with this conflict, neither 
the hesitant European partners nor Bill Clinton, who at 
first seemed to be so resolute. They all continue to be 
outmaneuvered by an opponent who cold-bloodedly 
exploits the West's position and strategy problems, and 
in a tricky way operates with his most effective 
weapon—the gain of time. Meanwhile, time 1s running 
out for those who are helplessly exposed. 


Commentary Calls For ‘Punishment’ of Aggressor 
in Balkans 


AU 1005 163093 Hambure DIE WELT in German 10 
May 93 p 6 


{Herbert Kremp commentary: “Threats But No Action” ] 


[Text] The rejection of the plan for Bosnia’s division by 
wild Serbian people's representatives has had disastrous 
effects on the Western alliance. The basis of the agree- 
ment between the United States and Europe, whick was 
achieved with great difficulty. has been destroyed. There 
is NO transatlantic consensus on air strikes. The British 
ana the French reject military operations which— 
according to leading NATO officials—would only lead 
to tangible results in the form of air raids on Serbia itself. 


A great deal is now at stake: President Clinton is facing 
his first big credibility test in foreign policy. His 
announcement of the use of force was designed to induce 
the Bosnian Serbs to accept the Vance-Owen plan. After 
they rejected it, the U.S. threat might collapse. However, 
a policy of empty words might not only encourage the 
pigheaded Serbs but also damage the reputation of the 
Western world power throughout the unstable Eastern 
Europe. 


Secretary of State Christopher failed last week in his 
efforts to forge a Western coalition for air strikes. Paris 
and London also rejected proposals to relax the arms 
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embargo on the Muslims. Klaus Kinkel supported the 
European line with large gestures. Yet his words are not 
really significant in the dispute among the powers. As a 
matter of fact. Brussels is assuring the Germans that they 
will be consulted, but that their advice will only be taken 
into consideration to a small exten:. The dispute about 
the policy toward the P /kans 1s limited to three nations: 
the United States, Fr uice, and Great Britain. For all 
three Russia's behavior is important. This constellation 
iS Slightly reminiscent of the old World War coalition. 


Confusion prevails among the alliance. EC negotiator 
Owen was radiantly optimistic before the vete of the 
Bosnian Serbs. Since the Athens conference on the plan 
for Bosnia’s division, which gave mse to new hope, 
having been called at [Serbian President Slobodan} 
Milosevic’s initiative, and since [Bosnian] Serbian leader 
[Radovan] Karadzic had signaled a readiness for com- 
promise, officials believed in a change of heart. The 
disappointment atout the obvious frame-up is all the 
greater. The Serbs do not only want to gain time: The; 
are skillfully causing inucunty in their opponents’ 
camp. They know that Clinton w..| move away from the 
Europeans if they leave him in the lurch with his threat. 
It was clear from the beginning that he will not act on his 
own. Insecurity prevails as to whether a new UN Secu- 
nity Council resolution is required before an air strike. A 
European vote against the United States is conceivable. 


For this reason, the whole world is placing its hopes in 
the Vance-Owen plan and the idea actually to separate 
Milosevic from the Serbs. This is an illusion in view of 
Serbian solidarity. The plan is totally reminiscent of the 
unsuccessful policy of the League of Nations, but it is the 
only working basis on which the United Nations and the 
Atlantic Alliance were able to agree. Nobody is harpy 
about it. As a matter of fact. NATO would act as a 
decisive peace imstrument, but its 75,000 men would 
intervene in a conflict in which groups of Serbs, Mus- 
lims, and Croats might alternately be the enemy. More 
intensive fighting might occur than in Somalia. The 
planned units would not be sufficient, and rotation 
would be required. The Germans would be missing. The 
dispute about their participation would get worse in the 
course of the years that the operation would last. The 
plan for division is welcomed by a!l forces in the Balkans 
that advocate the creation of homogeneous ethnic- 
religious zones. Radicalism is widespread; it must be 
distinguished from Belgrade’s political striving for hege- 
mony. The trade embargo against Serbia would have to 
be abolished with the implementation of the plan and the 
weapons embargo that applies to others, too, would have 
to remain in force. If Paris and London had their way, 
Belgrade would survive the conflict with “slight 
damage” and would be ready for new enterprises. This 
would pave the way to an escalation of the war. Every 
dead soldier would provoke inquines in parliament or in 
Congress as to how far the alliance should go. NATO 
would be forced to use up its forces in an unpredictable 
situation, which would largely lead to a paralysis. The 
results would not be worth the effort. 
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The Balkans conflict 1s charactenzed by the fact that EC 
and UN diplomacy ruined every promising initiative to 
contain the crisis. This diplomacy was supported by 
European governments that want to intervene—as in the 
period between the wars—but want to avoid the costs of 
intervention on a timely basis. Owen 1s vaguely reminis- 
cent of his compatnot Viscount Runciman of Doxford 
during the last phase of Czechoslovakia in 1938-39. The 
edict would force the soldiers to participate in an oper- 
ation in which every border. every village, and every 
path would oe controversial, and in which snipers would 
be hiding everywhere. One can only hope that this policy 
fails and that the European governments will have to 
make a decision whether they will act together with the 
United States or whether they refuse to intervene. It ts 
uncertain whether the use of air powe. would shorten the 
complex war. Ultimately this 1s no longer important. 
Since practically nothing has been achieved in the Bal- 
kans conflict, it is not so much pacification that is 
needed but the punishment of the aggressor Jt *s neces- 
sary 10 sel a riassive warning cxample. 


Commentary Chides EC for ‘Hesitation’ on Bosnia 


AU 1005 132293 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 10 May 93 p 2 


{Eberhard Wisdorff commentary: “Clarification Is Nec- 
essary”) 


[Text] The assumption is very likely thet today [10 May] 
the EC member states will present once again an image 
of hesitation and the impression of a lack of ability to 
act, when the,, foreign ministers discuss the latest devel- 
opment in the Yugoslav conflict in Brussels. With the 
rejection of the Vance-Owen peace pian for Bosnia by 
the self-styled parliament of the Bosnian Serbs and the 
seemingly determined announcement of toughcr mea- 
sures against the Bosnian Serbs by U.S. President Bill 
Clinton and the resulting trp by Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher to the European capitals last week, 
developments have reached a point where military inter- 
vention no longer seems impossible. Strangely, enough. 
‘his impression is countered by the fact that caution and 
restraint still prevail when specific steps are discussed 


After Christopher's consultations with the Europeans 
and the acting EC Council chairman. more decisive 
measures and kveping all options open was discussed 
only in general terms. Great Britain and France hesitate 
on the options of partially lifting the arms embargo on 
Bosnia or frecise air raids against Serbian artillery 
positions and supply lines, which have been introduced 
into the discussion by the United States. Sa far, Clinton 
himself has been lacking support in Congress and among 
the American people for military involvement in the 
Yugoslav conflict. Even military supervision of the 
Vance- Owen peace plan, which is prepared by NATO 
and which would require far more than 70,000 soldiers, 
is considered to be extremely difficult. Recently. the 
NATO military leaders warned against rash military 
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intervention without a clear political assignment. So far, 
there are no definite signs for involvement by Russia. 


The latest development, too, did not provide many 
positive signs. The Serbs continued their attacks at first, 
including some on Zepa and Gorazde, the enclaves of the 
Busnian Muslims, which have been declared protection 
zones by the United Nations. It is rather doubtful 
whether the new cease-fire, which was agreed to on 8 
May, will hold. The deliberations of the UN Security 
Council over the weekend provided neither clarification 
on how the protection zones would be implemented nor 
a decision on partially lifting the arms embargo for the 
benefit of the Bosnian Muslims. 


The fact that, in view of the still-inadequate political and 
military skills of the Europeans, the role of the United 
States in the Yugoslav conflict will be of decisive impor- 
tance over the next few weeks, is obvious. The frame- 
work for that will primarily be formed by Washington’s 
decisions, their political support by the UN Security 
Council, and the potential involvement by NATO. 
Therefore, clarifications are necessary for support of a 
common strategy concerning tougher measures against 
the Bosnian Serbs, which Bill Clinton has demanded 
from Europe. 


‘Coordination Problems’ De!ay Bundeswehr 
Somalia Mission 

AU1005150693 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 10 May 93 p 1 


[Report signed ‘‘eli”’: “Problems Prior To Somalia Mis- 
sion”’] 


[Text] Bonn—The Bundeswehr mission in Somalia is 
being further delayed because of coordination problems 
with the United Nations. A Defense Ministry spokesman 
said in Bonn at the weekend [8-9 May] that no date has 
been fixed for the dispatch of an advance force. How- 
ever, there are increasing indications that the German 
troops will be deployed in northeastern Somalia, where 
there was no starvation. The UN Command in Mogad- 
ishu and UN Headquarters have been arguing over this 
issue in recent days. 


According to reports from New York, UN Secretary 
General Butrus-Ghali has allegedly decided that the 
roughly 1,600 German troops of a mixed transport 
battalion will be deployed in the region around the town 
of Bosaso. Butrus-Ghali thereby met a condition set by 
the Federal Government that only permits the deploy- 
ment .' Bundeswehr troops in a pacified area. The 
commander of the UNOSOM.-II [phase two of the UN 
mission in Somalia] force, Turkisa General Cevik Bir, 
has allegedly demanded that the German unit be 
deployed in a region in central Somalia where U.S. 
troops that are pulling out of the country will leave a gap. 
Butrus-Ghali seems to have asserted himself in this 
dispute. The United Nations considers all areas except 
for the Kisimayu region pacified. 
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Accorcing to military circles in Bonn, the new delay is 
attributable to the fact that the United Nations must 
now prepare a document in which the area around 
Bosaso is officially declared pacified. According to these 
sources, the coordination process is so complicated 
because the tasks for the German unit must be coordi- 
nated with the mandate of the other units. - n advance 
force of 45 specialists will not be dispatched before 12 
May. The unit will probably not leave for Somalia before 
this weekend [15-16 May]. 


Meanwhile, the World Hunger Relief Organization has 
sharply criticized the Bundeswehr mission in Somalia. 
Chairwoman Helga Henselder-Barzel has called the mis- 
sion for the protection of food supplies “totally unnec- 
essary.”’ She said the World Hunger Relief Organization 
was Organizing food shipments there. without any inci- 
dents having occurred. However, a mission in the south 
of the country would make sense because the transport 
corridors there must be protected from armed gangs. 


The Defense Ministry described the World Hunger 
Relief Organization's criticism as uncalled-for and emo- 
tional. The Bundeswehr would carry out logistical work 
in support of oiher UN troops in Somalia. In addition, 
the unit would carry out medical services, build roads, 
and set up telecommunication lines. It would also supply 
food for the population in Somalia. The Bundeswehr 
would carry ot many tasks for which non-military 
organizations were “just not qualified.” It was the objec- 
tive of the UNOSOM-II mission to set up state struc- 
tures. 


Kohl, Mulroney Discuss UN Security Council 
Seats 


LD1005132593 Berlin DDP in German 1232 GMT 10 
May 93 


[Text] Bonn (DDP)}—Canadian Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney has reaffirmed his view that Germany and 
Japan should become members of the United Nations 
Security Council. Mulroney told journalists in Bonn 
today [10 May] that he spoke in favor of reforming the 
Security Council's structure several years ago. Germany 
is a “major force’ in Europe and one of the most 
important economic powers in the world. 


Mulroney was speaking after talks with German Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl. The chancellor said the question of 
Security Council membership is not one of the issues 
that has “high priority” on his political agenda. The first 
thing is to create the conditions whereby Germany is 
able to exercise its full rights and fulfill all its obligations 
with respect to the United Nations. Germany could not 
become a Security Council member before this. Kohl 
said he hopes that the political situation in Germany will 
change in this regard over the next 12 months. 


Mulroney and Kohli also commented on the situation in 
the former Yugoslavia. Kohl said he does not believe the 
United States has made a final decision on lifting the 
arms embargo against the M.slims or on the question of 
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limited air strikes. It 1s umportant that the international 
community does not withdraw its pressure on the Serbs. 


Mulroney pointed out that in any decisions it makes, the 
United Nations should remember that Canada has 2,300 
ground troops stationed in former Yugoslavia as part of 
the UN peace corps. 


Kohl praised the achievements of Mulroney, who is 
visiting Germany for the last time as Canadian prime 
minister. Kohl said he is extremely grateful to Mulroney. 
His advice, particularly during the process of German 
reunification, has been “extremely he!pful.” 


Nelson Mandela Asks Kohl for Financial Help 


LD1005162193 Hamburg DPA in German 1504 GMT 
10 May 93 


[Excerpt] Bonn (DPA)}—In a talk with Federal Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl today [10 May]. the South African 
opposition leader Nelson Mandela asked for financial 
support to organize a democratic election campaign. “‘l 
have no reason to assume that | will return with empty 
hands,” Mandela said at a subsequent news conference. 


Mandela, the 74-year-old chairman of the black civil 
rights movement known as the African National Con- 
gress, is expecting the South African election date to be 
set this month. April 1994 has been agreed as the latest 
date on which elections can be held. 


Government spokesman Dieter Vogel said afterwards 
that Kohl has welcomed the announcement [on the 
election date] as extremely important progress. Germany 
will continue to promote the peaceful transformation in 
South Africa “‘as far as it is able.” 


Mandela, who visited several European countries and 
came to Bonn at Kohl's invitation, announced that there 
are still numerous political prisoners in South Africa, a 
subject for continual discussion with the government. 
Mandela avoided questions concerning the possibility of 
a “white homeland.” Before leaving Bonn, Mandela is to 
meet the former foreign minister Hans-Dietrich Gen- 
scher and his successor, Klaus Kinkel. [passage omitted] 


Praises German Contribution 


LD1005160793 Berlin ADN in German 1427 GMT 10 
May 93 


[Text] Bonn (ADN)}—African National Congress (ANC) 
President Nelson Mandela has praised Germany's con- 
tribution to the process of democratization in South 
Africa. Following talks with Chancellor Helmut Kohl, he 
expressed the hope to journalists in Bonn today [10 May] 
that this would continue to be the case. 


Mandela spoke of the progress made in the democrati- 
zation process. They have now come to agreement in 
South Africa to naime the date for free and fair elections 
in South Africa by the end of the month. It would be 
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unrealistic to expect the process of democratization to 
take place without problems. 


Mandela reported that he also briefed Kohl on the 
critical state of the ANC’s finances. As in earlier 
instances, he will not leave Bonn with empty hands. The 
ANC leader did not give any specific informat.on on this 
matter. 


PRC Minister To Visit, Discuss Political Issues 


AU 1105103293 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German |1 May 93 p 2 


[Peter Seidlitz report: “Rapprochement Between Bonn 
and Beiying”™] 


[Text] PRC Foreign Minister Qian Qichen, who is also 
deputy head of government, will start Chinese-German 
consultations in Bonn on Tuesday [11 May]. This is a 
visit within the framework of the usual annual talks. 
They were suspended after the 1989 unrest and resumed 
as recently as in 1992. 


The current visit 1s Qian’s second trip to Bonn since 
1989. Foreign Minister Kinkel visited Beijing in the fall 
of 1992. Qian’s trip to Germany is the last leg of a tour 
or Europe, during which, however, the Chiner? foreign 
minister did not stop in Britain or France. 


Economics Minister Rexrodt visited Beijing in March 
this year. In September, the Chinese minister of trade 
and economic cooperation, Wu Yi, will come to Berlin to 
attend the German-Chinese Economic Commission. 


German-Chinese relations are currently undergoing a 
revival, particularly because China’s relationship with 
France (because of the delivery of military equipment to 
Taiwan) and Britain (because of the Hong Kong issue) is 
strained. Germany is currently enjoying great popularity 
in the Chinese Foreign Ministry. The German Embassy 
has also noted a sizable increase in the number of 
political and economic delegations visiting China in the 
past few months. In the first week of May, for example, 
the transportation committee of the Bundestag was in 
China. German industry hopes to win a number of 
interesting orders in the sphere of short-distance and 
long- distance transportation. From the Federal Chan- 
cellery, Kohl's adviser and confidant Eduard Ackermann 
was on a “private visit” to China recently, but held 
political talks, too. A few days ago an economic delega- 
tion headed by the Volkswagen leader, Ferdinand Piech, 
discussed strategies for how the concern, which operates 
several factories in the PRC, can maintain its market 
position amid growing motorization in China. The 
German chemical industry also plans to expand its 
activities in China, and German companies provided the 
greatest contingent at an engineering and industry fair in 
Beijing at the beginning of May. 


However, ihe talks that Qian Qichen will hold in Bonn 
will mainly focus on political issues. As a result of the 
changed security situation in Asia caused by the collapse 
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of the Soviet Union, China is facing new tasks. Both 
Bonn and Washington expect Beijing to pursue a more 
active foreign policy in the critical zones in the Far East. 
The most urgent problems are North Korea and Cam- 
bodia. Beijing can certainly exert influence on 
Pyongyang and also on Cambodia because Prince Siha- 
nouk still has a residence in Beijing, where he is currently 
slaying. 


In the past China supplied weapons to the Khmer Rouge, 
an ideological offspring of the Marxist cultural revolu- 
tuuon. The West is urging Beijing to exert a moderating 
influence on North Korea and the Khmer Rouge. More- 
over, the West needs China's support in the adoption of 
UN resolutions—on the Balkans war and on the Middle 
East, for example. This issue will also be discussed 
during the minister's visit to Bonn. According to diplo- 
mats, China can prove here that it is a cooperative 
partner of the world community not only in the eco- 
nomic sphere but also in international affairs. 


Qian might also mention possible visits to China by the 
federal president and the federal chancellor and by the 
Chinese state president to Bonn. In return, Bonn is 
taking into consideration Beijing's interests and exer- 
cises political and diplomatic restraint vis-a-vis Taiwan. 
Human mghts problems in China will be broached but 
Bonn will continue to treated them in a discrete manner 
so that they do not disturb the renewal of political ties. 


Defense Ministry To Stop Military Cuts 


AU 1005133593 Hamburg WELT AM SONNTAG in 
German 9 May 93 p 2 


{Michael J. Inacker report: “End to Personnel and 
Budget Reduction in Bundeswehr} 


[Text] Bonn—Defense experts in the Christian Demo- 
cratic Union/Chnistian Social Union [CDU/CSU] and 
Defense Minister Volker Ruehe agreed on a change of 
policy concerning the Bundeswehr planning and on a 
new leadership structure for the armed forces at a closed 
meeting in Regensburg. 


The strength of the Bundeswehr, compulsory military 
service (12 months) and the defense budget are not to be 
reduced any further. These basic data should be binding 
for medium- and long-term Bundeswehr planning. Thus, 
considerations made in January concerning further cuts 
in the armed forces and a reduction of military service to 
10 months are no longer an issue for the CDU/CSU. 


The chairman of the CDU/CSU Defense Working 
Group, Paul Breuer, told WELT AM SONNTAG that 
this concept ensures that “disarmament will not be 
followed by inefficiency.’ Exploratory talks with Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl and CDU Bundestag Group 
Chairman Wolfgang Schaeuble led to the insight that 
“securiiy is more important than the economic aspects 
of financial planning.” A strength of 370,000 soldiers 
continues to be “justified and necessary for security and 
political reasons,” the working group pointed out. 
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According to Breuer, it 1s also conceivable to link the 
defense budget with the average increase of the overall 
budget. The stipulation of at least 49 billion German 
marks annually for the next five vears 1s “necessary.” 


Breuer called for more imagination among the military 
leadership concerning shifts of funds within the defense 
budget so as to increase investment from the current 20 
percent to 30 percent on a long-term basis. Why should 
all three military services (army, Navy, Air Force) main- 
tain separate and costly communications schools, for 
example? Costs might also be reduced through the 
transfer of transportation and logistics-related work to 
private enterprises. 


Referring to the strength of the Bundeswehr, Breuer 
stated that all planning must “take into consideration the 
efficiency of the crisis reaction forces, ensure the recruit- 
ment of sufficient personnel, and preserve the attractive- 
ness of the Bundeswehr.” To increase operational readi- 
ness, changes in the “current compensatory regulations 
for service hours” must be reconsidered (free time for 
overtime). 


Breuer also called for a stronger national leadership in 
view of the Bundeswehr's new tasks. Thus, the “leader- 
ship organization has to be streamlined” and a leader- 
ship for all the military services has to be established. 
This means a revision of the “Blankenese Decree,” 
issued in 1970, which grants the inspector general only 
an advisory and planning role, but no power to order the 
deployment of troops. 


According to information received by WELT AM 
SONNTAG, both the Defense Ministry and the CDU 
defense experts are critical of the Air Force's procure- 
ment and stocking practice. Checks have revealed that 
the Air Force's own bad planning has left it without 
modern arms mad ammunition for “surgical air strikes,” 
with the result that it is incapable of waging a modern air 
war. According to a Defense Ministry expert, the Air 
Force's c*pots “largely” contain iron bombs of “World 
War Il standard.” In recent years the Air Force has 
neglected to buy both high-accuracy laser guided bombs 
and long-range weapons that can be fired by the pilot far 
from the actual target. Thus, German pilots are facing a 
greater risk than their U.S. comrades because they have 
to come very close to their target. 


Toepfer Rejects Criticism of Plutonium Shipment 


AU1005162593 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 10 May 93 p 6 


(“tl report: “Controversy Over Plutonium Air Trans- 
port”) 


[Text] Bonn, 8-9 May—The FRG Government has 
rejected the criticism of the planned air shipment of 
about 1,100 kg of plutonium, which 1s being stored in 
Hanau, and continues to stick to its plan. 
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In a statement for the Bundestag Environment Com- 
mittee, which will meet on Wednesday [12 May], FRG 
Environment Minister Klaus Toepfer (Christian Demo- 
cratic Union) rejects the criticism by the Nuclear Con- 
trol Institute and its president, Paul Leventhal. 


The institute is a private institution, which is close to the 
Greens, the statement says, and in the past Leventhal has 
tried unsuccessfully to have sea shipments of plutonium 
banned. The Social Democratic Party of Germany had 
called on the government to present its position after the 
study become known. 


Bonn wants to take the 123 fuel elements of the closed- 
down “fast breeder,” which are stored in the so-called 
“federal bunker” in Hanau, by air to the Scottish breeder 
reactor facility in Dounreay. In his expert report, Lev- 
enthal criticizes the fact that Bonn wants to permit the 
shipment in normal type-B containers (nine meters 
falling test, 0.5-hours fire test), even though in the 
United States there are considerably higher require- 
ments for air shipment containers for plutonium. This is 
rejected by the study. 


Even though in the United States there are indeed 
considerably higher requirements than the current stan- 
dards of the International Energy Agency, there, too, 
they have a small container that meets these require- 
ments. For larger amounts this problem does not arise in 
the civilian sector, since no recycling is done. In the 
military sector civilian regulations are not valid, 
accor ding to the FRG Government's statement. In this 
sector many shipments of major amounts of plutonium 
are stil) carried out under conditions that are not known 
here. 


According to Toepfer’s report, in 1996 at the earliest the 
International Energy Agency wants to establish new, 
higher standards for containers used for the air shipment 
of plutonium and will probably remain below U.S. 
standards. In addition, a special pattern was used for the 
shipmeat of the fuel elements: The containers and the 
special qualities of the cargo offer the same safety as the 
undisputed type-C containers. In the case in hand, the 
cargo meets considerably higher requirements, according 
to the Toepfer study: plutonium in the form of sintered 
pills, additionally encased in hollow tubes [Hoeh!rohre]. 
The FRG Environment Ministry was unable to say 
exactly when the shipment will take place if the applica- 
tion is approved. 


DGB Plans Protests To Support Metalworkers 


LD1105095493 Berlin DDP in German 0846 GMT 11 
May 93 


[Text] Duesseldorf (DDP)}—The German Trade Union 
Federation (DGB) has announced nationwide protests 
by its trade union on Wednesday [12 May]. The actions 
are to support the striking workers in the eastern 
German steel, metal, and electrical industry, the DGB 
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announced in Duesseldorf today [11 May]. Demonstra- 
tions and visits to striking plants will serve to demon- 
strate that “resistance” to the “violation of the law by the 
employers” will be continued. Several warning strikes 
might also take place. 


Progress in Eastern Reconstruction Reported 


LD1005 145593 Berlin ADN in German 1059 GMT 10 
May 93 


[Text] Bonn (ADN)—The government has made a pos- 
itive interim assessment of the developments in the new 
federal states. Almost 1,000 days after German reunifi- 
cation, important signals were set to achieve the align- 
ment of standards of living in Germany, Chancellory 
Minister Friedrich Bohl said in Bonn today [10 May] 
during a presentation of the first compilation of data, 
measures, and law initiatives in the redevelopment pro- 
cess in eastern Germany. 


Bohl pointed out that there are already enormous invest- 
ment efforts in the new states. The investment per- 
centage in relation to the gross domestic product is 46 
percent, far higher than it had ever been in the old states. 
What has been achieved in the areas of environmental 
protection and on social issues, such as the care of war 
victims, is also remarkable. The government's interim 
assessment made clear the benefits that eastern Germany 
has already achieved from unification. 


Schoenhuber Views Post-War Rightism 


AU1005 171493 Bonn DER REPUBLIKANER in 
German Nr. 5/93 pp 1,4 


[Article by Republikaner Chairman Franz Schoenhuber: 
“The Fatal Bill of 1945") 


[Text] Germany, 8 May 1945. The country had bled to 
death. The brown [fascist] nightmare of the master race 
was over. Hubris and racial mania had led us into the 
biggest disaster in our history. 


Almost half a century has passed since then. And still 
history is written mainly by the victors, following the old 
Latin tag ““vae victis”—woe to the vanquished! In addi- 
tion, in the course of time sociology has largely pushed 
away history. The result: It is not the facts that are 
interesting but their interpretation from today’s point of 
view. Nevertheless, there was no way to prevent histon- 
ography from normalizing itself for the benefit of the 
vanquished in the course of time. In other words: It is 
coming closer to the facts again. Gradually, historians 
are speaking up, in particular younger ones, who are 
solely interested in the truth. They can be found, above 
all, in the victorious countries. This is due to the fact that 
there they do not succumb so easily to the danger of 
being defamed and stigmatized as sympathizers with the 
Nazi ideology. 
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The Compulsion to Justify Oneself 


Politicians have more difficulties with these problems 
than historians. Those party politicians who tried to 
correct the image of Germany imposed from above were 
quickly ostracized, in particular when they were consid- 
ered to be in the so-called mghtist camp. Even the term 
“camp” has a fatal after-taste. It means isolation. This 
has led to the fact that, with a few exception;, German 
patriotism has largely subjected itself to a paralyzing 
compulsion to justify itself. One is almost ashamed to 
call for the observance of German interests in a discus- 
sion. Almost any advance in this direction is accompa- 
nied by the excessively stressed assurance that one is not 
a nationalist, a chauvinist, an enemy of foreigners or a 
neo-Nazi. Al! this is dictated by the fear of insinuation 
and malicious suspicion. “Hitler is someone whom 
everyone remembers. Hitler is always topical,” U.S. 
historian Gordon A. Craig said about the trend toward 
shattering the national feelings of the Germans with the 
club of brown defamation. 


Indeed, Some German politicians give the impression 
that their hereditary place is at the pillory of world 
history. Here they feel safe from the danger that says: 
Those who exonerate the German side, if only partially, 
are exonerating Hitler. And those who exonerate Hitler 
even just in issues of detail are neo-Nazis. 


Even though leftist and some bourgeois intellectuals try 
to veil this state of affairs with many words, it is true! 


What Is To Be Done? 


The German patriot must argue first of all in political 
terms, not in terms of history. It may be painful for some 
people, but it must be said nevertheless: The present and 
the future cannot be mastered with backward-looking 
nostalgia for the Reich. 


In this process, however, we Republikaner must avoid 
those mistakes that were made by certain groups imme- 
diately after the war and also later. They failed above all 
because of the direction for founding parties, which was 
set down by the Americans. 


The Americans not only demanded an oath to parlia- 
mentary democracy, which was certainly justified; in 
addition, they also demanded some sort of oath to the 
struggle against fascism. By that they probably meant 
National Socialism. Here, however, the Americans fell 
into Stalin’s trap, who, in order to exonerate the Social- 
ists historically, simply turned the National Socialists 
into fascists, regardless of the differences. This trick is 
still effective. 


However, how did the Americans interpret this “oath’’? 
At that time they coined the slogan: “We prefer the mild 
left.” No wonder that they acted in this way since they 
had always been indoctrinated by those emigrants who 
had belonged not to the moderate left but to the extreme 
left in their countries of origin. They were Roosevelt's 
later proteges; after the war they formed the avant garde 
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of re-education. And this avant garde acted very much 
according to plan. They brought journalists to the United 
States and purposefully prepared them for their tasks. 
Most obedient were, in particular former, Hitler Youth 
leaders and students of the National Political Education 
Institutes. They enacted their conversion from Saul to 
Paul with unsurpassable zeal. Some of them are still in 
the management echelons of important newspapers and 
magazines, as well as in radio and television stations. 
Thus, everything that came from the left, including the 
communists, was considered antifascist. Anticommu- 
nism was watched suspiciously as a relic from the Nazi 
period, rightist positions unavoidably led into the polit- 
ical death zone. 


The Failed Launch of the “Rightists” 


Appropriate labels were also invented for this purpose. 
Rightist parties were immediately called radical, 
extreme, extremist, and ultra, while on the left side such 
“decorati ‘e” epithets were simply left out. This has not 
changed. "..1s distorted order of battle became even 
more distorted by certain pseudo-leaders of rightist 
battalions that were forming. In addition to quite hon- 
orable people, who had not lost their honor even under 
National Socialism, political pirates and unregenerate 
military types pushed themselves into the leading posi- 
tions. Looking towards Bonn, they acted in line with the 
battle cry of “Marshal Forward” Bluecher: ““Where is 
Paris, Paris is there, put the finger on it, we will take it.” 
In this process the good colonels and generals overlooked 
the fact that they were not moving on clear military 
terrain but on slippery political terrain. And, therefore, 
many of them did indeed slip. No wonder that rightist 
parties came quickly and disappeared even more 
quickly. They changed their names like their shirts. 


Some of the footsore people of this ghostly troop are still 
haunting the political no-man’s land. They are being led 
by the nose by self-styled patriots and failures and are 
unscrupulously exploited like mine-searching dogs. 
However, the German rightists were dealt a death blow 
by Konrad Adenauer, who was as unscrupulous as he was 
resourceful. In his struggle against the “German Party” 
(DP), which was important at that time and competed 
with the Christian Democratic Union [CDU], he was 
guided by Bismarck’s slogan for political everyday life: 
“When the wine is drunk, the bottle may break.” 


Adenauer offered ministerial offices to the three leading 
representatives of the DP. They agreed—the honorable 
Lower Saxony Minister President Hellwege certainly in 
the belief that he was serving the cause of the DP. In 
reality, however, he was serving Adenauer’s cause. As a 
result of entering the cabinet, the political contours of 
the DP became blurred. It lost members to the CDU. At 
the end, the party dissolved. [Deceased Christian Social 
Union (CSU) leader Franz Josef] Strauss, too, followed 
Adenauer’s recipe when he tried the same with 

vatives and expellees, namely to catch nation: 
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before the elections with the lasso of short-term accep- 
tance of patriotic ideas only to give them a well-aimed 
kick in the backside afterwards. 


Up-to-Date Right 


We have to learn from these events, and also from our 
political opponents, such as Ernst Niekisch, who was 
imprisoned by the national Bolsheviks during the Third 
Reich. 


I am impressed by what he said shortly before his death: 
“The cowardly submission to the foreign occupying 
powers is nothing else than the consistent historical 
extension of the old German spirit of being a subject.” 


To summarize: The German democratic nght must 
finally get out of the stuffy air of eager associations, out 
of the basements of refusal. As understandable and 
gratifying comradeship and traditional meetings are, it is 
not enough to fight yesterday's battles. It is necessary to 
stand up together against today’s dangers: the imminent 


GERMANY 15 


loss of national identity by unbraked attempts at exces- 
sive immigration, unemployment, the disastrous decline 
of internal security, against the Versailles of today, 
Maastricht, etc. Above all, however, it is necessary to 
struggle against the scourge of our century—terrorism, 
which is becoming increasingly dangerous because of 
technology. Such terrorism is aimed not only against 
people but also against nature. Comrades-in- arms also 
from outside our party are welcome. However, let us not 
overestimate the help given by so-called conservative 
historians and professors. They are still shaken by the 
~eitgeist. Some who secretly give us good advice do not 

t"!) dare to leave their cover; after all, they might be 
ti. catened with the loss of their fees as speakers at the 
[CSU-affiliated] Hanns Seidel Foundation or the [CDU- 
affiliated) Konrad Adenauer Foundation. 


For the time being, we Republikaner must go through the 
political purgatory on our own—in the unshakable belief 
that the German people’s right to live is inviolable. It 
remains untouched by discussions of historical guilt. 
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Nation, Europe Seen Wary of ‘Escalation’ in 
Bosnia 

PM 1005080993 Paris LE FIGARO in French 

10 May 93 p 1 


{Charles Lambroschini editorial: “Bosnia: Europe in a 
Trap” ] 


[Text] The EEC is hoping the Bosnian Serbs will come to 
its rescue. In order to avoid iriggering armed interven- 
tion, the Community foreign ministers, who are meeting 
today [10 May] in Brussels, can only hope that their 
potential target will show goodwill. 


If the new cease-fire holds, it will be pointless to envisage 
military action. But why should this truce succeed any 
better than the dozens of others which were broken 
almost before they had been concluded? 


Skepticism is essential when you see what has become of 
the embargo announced by Slobodan Milosevic against 
his brothers. In retaliation for the Bosnian Serbs’ rejec- 
tion of the Vance-Owen peace plans, the Serbian presi- 
dent announced last week that he would now deny them 
any supplies. But there is no let-up in the convoys daily 
bringing in the arms and fuel required by the war. 


Furthermore, there is nothing to indicate that Slobodan 
Milosevic, by reining in his extreme mght, as he is 
currently doing, and endeavoring to stuff the ballot 
boxes with the votes of Bosnian Serbs sheltering in his 
country, will end up winning the 12 May referendum. 
The “deputies” who said no to the Vance-Owen plan the 
other day are sure the people will follow them. 


It is fortunate, so to speak, that the Twelve have found 
another good reason for delaying their decision. They 
last thing they want to do is to scare Danish voters, who 
are to pronounce their verdict once again on the Maas- 
tricht treaty 18 May. An overly bellicose attitude on the 
part of the Community could entail a second no vote. 
This would entail the risk of the London Parliament 
refusing to ratify the treaty. Indeed, many British mem- 
bers of Parliament are merely waiting for an excuse to 
backtrack. 


For the moment the real confrontation is most likely to 
take place among the allies. The Americans, who have 
forgotten neither Vietnam nor Lebanon, are still refusing 
to have a presence on the ground. They are merely 
inclined to deliver arms to the Muslims in order to 
compensate for the other side’s equipment advantage or 
to bomb the Serbs into accepting the peace plan. 


The French, and along with them most of the Europeans, 
reject this escalation: They are afraid that their Blue 
Helmets may again find themselves taken hostage and 
that the conflict will spread to the entire Balkans. Paris is 
asking that U.S. and Russian infantrymen join the UN 
contingents in order to protect the “safety zones” 
recently decreed by the United Nations. With, as proof 
of a new determination, the possible use of “defensive” 
air strikes. According to [French Foreign Minister] Alain 
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Juppe, this commitment on the part of the great powers 
would be the best means of bringing the Bosnian war- 
mongers to their senses. 


The Serbs have never been wrong in gambling on the 
timidity of the international community. The whole 
question is whether this time they are nearing the point 
of no return. 


Likely Impact of UN Resolution 824 Assessed 


PM 1105125193 Paris LE MONDE in French 
9-10 May 93 p 3 


[Jacques Isnard article: “The Situation in the Former 
Yugoslavia: "Defense Air Strikes?””"} 


[Text] France has no plans to increase the number of its 
“blue berets,” totalling around 5,000 men in the former 
Yugoslavia, to enforce UN resolution 824, which sets u» 
five safe havens around the cities of Sarajevo, Bihac, 
Gorazde, Tuzla, and Zepa, for the most part Muslim 
towns. The mission can be carried out with the present 
strength, whose deployment and equipment may yet 
change. Especially, the French General Staff has com- 
mented, since the UN resolution in the form in which it 
was approved during the night of 6-7 May does not ban 
the delivery of “defensive air strikes” against Serb tar- 
gets if the United Nations cannot enter or operate in the 
safe havens. 


From the outset the French General Staff, like its British 
counterpart, has been hostile to the idea put forward by 
the Americans of lifting the UN embargo on arms 
destined for the warring sides. This lifting of the 
embargo would be to the benefit of the Bosnian Muslims. 


This U.S. proposal is inspired by that country’s past 
experience in Afghanistan, when the resistance to the 
regime backed by the former USSR received arms from 
the United States. The French military have put forward 
three counterarguments. First, the selective arming of 
the Muslims would serve to confirm the failure of the 
UN mission since it would encourage the opposing sides 
to step up the fighting and discredit the UN force whose 
initial aim was a commitment to intervention followed 
by peacekeeping. Next the “blue berets” and the human- 
itarian Organizations would have to be evacuated for 
their own safety. Finally, there is the risk of internation- 
alizing the cnuis. 


Nevertheless, the creation of safe havens guaranteed by 
the United Nations which results from resolution 824 is 
no panacea. In fact, the French General Staff, in view of 
what has already happened in Krajina or Croatia, con- 
cedes that such a solution would perpetuate the present 
situation if the Bosnian Serbs continued to reject all 
peace plans and that in the long term it would create 
“ghettos” or ethnic enclaves. 


The United Nations has now decided differently. The 
United Nations Protection Force [UNPRFOR] is pre- 
paring to present plans for a new deployment. As for the 
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French contingent, there is no plan at present to increase 
its strength. The Defense Ministry explains that France 
has in some respects “already given™ tts share since it 
heads the list of military contributors and has in its own 
way anticipated the UN resolution by having derloyed a 
battalion of 680 men at Sarajevo and a second battalion 
of 1,350 men at Bihac. The Canadians are on the ground 
in Srebrenica, which was demilitarized last monta. It is 
up to other UN members, according to the French 
General Staff, to send extra contingents, starting with the 
United States and Russia. “If the Americans were to 
deploy just one more battalion in Sarajevo in the next 
few days,” a high-ranking French military official has 
said, “the situation on the ground would immediately 
take a totally different political turn.” 


The Defense Ministry has pointed out that there is 
nothing to prevent “fire power being used to punish any 
hostile act” against the “blue berets” in those zones 
where the United Nations might be forcibly prevented 
from creating security corridors for the population, from 
setting up checkpoints, from circulating, or from 
securing the withdrawal of the besieging forces and their 
weapons. The French General Staff even considers that 
the most appropriate response in such a context is to 
protect the safe havens by “defensive air strikes.” 


In the circumstances this would mean a form of air 
support other than a U.S.-style heavy bombardment and 
directed, for the benefit of the civilian population in the 
zone, against outlying targets which had demonstrated 
their aggressive intent by firing first or had used military 
means to try to hamper the operations of the “blue 
berets” on the ground. 


An Increased Cost 


By adhering to the French contingent in Bosnia in its 
present strength to carry out resolution 824, the Defense 
Ministry's concern is not just that “other countries might 
become embroiled alongside it,” as one high-ranking 
military official put it, by sending in ground forces. The 
ministry also believes that an even more substantial 
deployment, if such were possible, would first require a 
definition of “acceptable” rules <1d procedures for the 
financing of the operations undertaken from its own 
budget. 


It is estimated that in current conditions the cost of the 
French deployment alone in the former Yugoslavia is 
already 2 billion francs. That estimate is higher than the 
one announced at the start of the year by [then Defense 
Minister] Pierre Joxe, the difference being due to the fact 
that, since then, account has had to be taken of the costs 
involved in the French participation in the air exclusion 
zone over Bosnia. In total the French participation in the 
UN actions, if all the theaters of operation are combined, 
would run to 5.3 billion francs in 1993. On average the 
United Nations refunds less than two-thirds of the cost 
incurred and, furthermore, not until 18-24 months after 
the event. 
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According to French state economic orthodoxy, this 
reimbursement goes directly to the general budget and is 
not reallocated to the Defense Ministry. This shortfall 
should be added to the amount wnitten off and to the 
credits “frozen” since the beginning of 1993 amounting 
to 5.5 billion. That makes a total of more than {0 
billion—spent on equipment—out of an annual budget 
of about 190 billion. Sending 3,000 additional men to 
the former Yugoslavia or doubiing the forces, according 
to the ministry's calculations, would cost between 1.3 
billion and 1.8 billion extra. 


Despite the financial considerations, the General Staff 
believes that it has the capacity even to double the UN 
contingent, 40 percent of whom in the former Yugo- 
slavia are volunteers, without depleting the battalions in 
Cambodia or Somalia or even the forces in Africa as a 
whole (because of defense or cooperation accords). To 
many people this commitment seems rash. {n fact there 
are two main pitfalls. On the one hand the French Army 
lacks logistical and medical support suited to a deploy- 
ment abroad at a level of manpower that is rarely 
achieved. On the other hand, levying a contingent 
amounting to 10,000 men before next December 
threatens to become a real headache. 


Juppe Cited on French Position on GATT 
AU1105071393 Paris AFP im English 0651 GMT 


[Text] Brussels, May 11 (AFP)}—France wants a multi- 
lateral and balanced overall GATT trade agreement, 
French Foreign Minister Alain Juppe said late Monday 
[10 May] on the sidelines of a European Community 
foreign ministers’ meeting here. 


He told journalists that the French government had 
determined its position at a cabinet meeting in Paris that 
same afternoon and that the details would be set out in a 
memorandum for the other E.C. states in the next few 
days. 


But it appears that the government of Prime Minister 
Edouard Balladur has not accepted the draft agreement 
on agriculture reached in Washington in November 
between the E.C. and the United States. 


France has rejected the chapter on oilseeds and considers 
the draft incompatible with the E.C.’s Common Agricul- 
tural Policy (CAP). “This agreement is unacceptable as it 
stands, because it creates an imbalance in the agricul- 
tural sector,” Juppe said. 


The minister recalled that Paris was above all 
demanding a reform of the CAP and compensation for 
the sacrifices flowing from the oilseeds arrangement, 
which calls for restrictions on the amount of land under 
cultivation for colza and sunflower. 


“IT am well aware that the discussion in the coming weeks 
will be difficult and that the draft agricultural agreement 
will thus be thrown into question,” the foreign minister 
added. 
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Asked about the possibility of a French veto in the E.C. 
over the agricultural aspect of the GATT talks, Juppe 
said: “If we are not heeded then we will not be able to 
accept this agreement. 


“There is the risk of a Community crisis,” he conceded, 
while calling on France’s European partners to “under- 
stand that if there is a bad agreement this will provoke a 
crisis for us back home.” 


But the minister added that he nevertheless hoped that 
an overall accord within the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT). concluding the so-called 
Uruguay round of negotiations, could be reached by the 
end of 1993. 


Shift in Trade Policy With PRC, Taiwan Seen 


PM1105142693 Paris LE MONDE in French 
9-10 May 93 p4 


[Patrice de Beer report: “Pams Wants to Shift the Bal- 
ance in Its Relations Back in Favor of Beijing Without 
Jeopardizing the Sale of the Mirage 2000-5 to Taiwan”) 


[Text] Is the new French government about to restore 
balance to its Chinese policy which is torn between the 
two shores of the Taiwan Strait? Three and one-half 
months after the closure of the French consulate general 
in Canton on the orders of Beijing in retaliation for the 
sale of 60 Mirage 2000-5's to Taipei and one month after 
the return to power of the night, the time seems to have 
come for Paris to try to start again on new foundations. 
There is no question of reneging on a contract already 
signed, of course: That would mean losing face to China, 
which 1s impossible. Equally it would seriously damage 
French credibility in the commercial and military 
spheres and that is also hardly desirable. 


Paris is probably not going to obstruct Taiwan's efforts 
to buy 20 secondhand Mirage-2000's before the end of 
the year for use in pilot training as agreed when the 
contract was signed. These planes could be sold or 
loaned by third countries, probably in the Gulf. On the 
other hand, Taiwan's long “shopping list,” which 
includes submarines, antiaircraft missiles, and artillery, 
is in danger of being ignored. 


Because, although there is scarcely any question of 
“submitting” to Beijing's demands, Paris would be pre- 
pared to send a high-level envoy to China to negotiate 
new, improved terms with a commercial partner with 
unlimited investment potential. In exchange for 
breaking off the sale of arms to Taiwan, the Foreign 
Ministry would ask for precise commitments in the 
Chinese market, which would be opened to French 
industrialists again. Many of Beijing's interlocutors have 
already had their fingers burned in recent years, so these 
guarantees must be firm. Otherwise Taiwan's appeals 
could well fall on receptive ears again in the French arms 
world, which is in desperate need of foreign clients. 
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The pill will be easier for Beijing to swallow because of 
the change of government in Pans. An accord has 
already been reached between the French and the Chi- 
nese on the establishment of air links between Charles de 
Gaulle airport and Chang Kai-shek airport, probably 
between now and July. Everything has begn done to 
spare Beijing's feelings. The airline used here will not be 
Air France, whose managing director, Bernard Attali, 
seems to have needed a lot of coaxing before following 
the example of the British, but a subsidiary. Being is 
effectively opposed to the idea of national carriers 
serving both sides of the straits at the same time. 


This recentering of policy should not harm relations with 
Taiwan which, even if they remain unofficial, have 
flourished no less significantly over the past two years. 
Jean-Paul Reau, the new French representative in 
Taipei,—the first active rather than retired diplomat in a 
very long time—will still have plenty of work to do. 
Beijing in fact is not opposed to the development of 
trade with the Chinese nationalists including in the 
nuclear sector: Only the military sphere remains taboo. 
There is a desire to redirect policy towards Beijing. But 
on condition that mainland China models itself on its 
island rival in the economic sphere. 


Role Sought in Management of PRC Nuclear 
Waste 


P\11105091593 Paris LE MONDE in French 8 May 93 
p 20 


[Francis Deron article: “Atomic Energy Commission 
Might Help China Manage Its Nuclear Waste’) 


[Text] Beijing—If China's “sanctions” against France 
for the latter's arms sales to Taiwan seem to be having an 
unequal effect on the two countries’ economic relations, 
there 1s one area where dialogue seems to be proceeding 
apparently without a hitch, namely the civil nuclear 
industry. At the end of April Technicatome—a subsid- 
iary of Framatome and the Atomic Energy Commis- 
sion—sponsored a seminar in Beijing attended by top 
French industrial officials including some from ANDRA 
(the National Radioactive Waste Management Agency) 
and Chinese specialists for a discussion of the problem of 
the management of nuclear waste—‘‘surface™ and 
“short-life’” waste—resulting from the operation of 
nuclear electric power stations. 


The problem is becoming urgeut for China as the com- 
missioning of the French-built Daya Bay power station 
near Hong Kong draws nearer—it will come on stream in 
the second half of the year—and after the commissioning 
of the Qinshan station near Shanghai recently. Progres- 
sive administrative decentralization is compelling pro- 
ducers of nuclear waste in the pi \vinces—there are a 
significant number of research and military reactors in 
this sphere—to pay for waste disposal, and Chinese 
nuclear industry officials have thus reached the point 
where they must consider the construction of waste 
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storage centers, an imperative necessity for the nuclear 
program that Being intends to pursue to overcome its 


energy dearth. 


Technological Niche 

There is another reason which makes French industrial- 
ists believe there is a niche for French technology here: 
that is, the detente between mainiand China and 
Taiwan, where there could also be a major development 
of nuclear energy if the waste disposal question is 
resolved in such a way as to satisfy the powerful envi- 
ronmental feelings which prevail on the island. This 
solution could include the Taiwan-financed construction 
of waste storage centers on the mainland. There is a 
dialogue on this subject between the two former rival 
regimes at the moment: The first seminar was held in 
March with about 50 nuclear technicians who had come 
from Taiwan to Beijing to study the prospects for coop- 
eration in this sphere. 


The bad feelings afflicting relations between Beijing and 
Paris do not rule out the possibility that in an industnal 
sector of such crucial importance to China's develop- 
ment it might be inclined to tone down its criticisms of 
France so as, conversely, to take advantage of any benefit 
that might derive from the growing links that are devel- 
oping between French industrialists and Taiwan. Thus 
Framatome, which is in contention for the construction 
of the next Taiwanese nuclear power station, could find 
itself in a privileged position in this double market where 
the old political differences are tending to disappear. 


This was the predominant idea when the Franco-Chinese 
nuclear cooperation on the Daya Bay project was getting 
under way, namely, grafting French methods in this 
sphere onto Chinese technological standards in such a 
way as to afford French industry favored access to future 
developments in China's civil nuclear industry. 


Draft Immigration Provisions Made Public 


PM0705 135593 Paris LE MONDE in French 6 May 93 
plo 


[Report by Philippe Bernard: “Ministry of the Interior 
Prepares Very Strict Toughening of Legislation on For- 
eigners”’] 

[Text] Restrictions on “mixed” marriages and on the 
issue of residential permits for foreigners, strict limits on 
the right of asylum, limits on family reunions, protec- 
tions against expulsion, increase in the period of deten- 
tion in cases of expulsion: In the process of being 
elaborated at the Ministry of the Interior, the guidelines 
of the drafi law modifying the 2 November 1945 edict on 
terms of entry and residence for foreigners herald a very 
strict toughening of French immigration policy. 


Going far beyond a mere return to the 1986 “Pasqua 
law,” the version of the draft reform of immigration laws 
made public Tuesday 5 May [as published] by the 
information and support group for immigrant workers 
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represents a vast upheaval in the legal situation for 
foreigners in France. If this minutely detailed text, 
nurtured by the most recent legal precedents and cur- 
rently under interministerial discussion, 1s not the gov- 
ernment’s definitive plan, it nonetheless gives substan- 
tial and precise indication of the directions which the 
Ministry of the Interior wants to lend to immigration 
policy. 

Intended to slow down the arrival of illegal immigrants, 
the draft gives the police and the administration new 
powers as regards expelling illegal immigrants and 
screening asylum requests. It 2.iso reduces the protection 
enjoyed by legally resident foreigners and makes the 
position of foreign students precarious. This “draft law 
on the control of immigration and terms of entry, 
accommodation, and residence for foreigners in France” 
on which [Interior Mirister] Charles Pasqua’s office did 
not want to max* zay comment Wednesday morning [5 
May] profoundly alters the 1945 edict. 


New Provisions on Right of Asylum 


Recalling that legislation has already been reformed 
eight times over the past 12 years, the preamble justifies 
a further modification by the “gaps” in current legisla- 
tion which “on the one hand make it impossible to 
struggle effectively enough against circ’ :aventions of the 
procedures for the admission of fo. ..gners and on the 
other hand make it impossible to etfectively remove a 
satisfactory number of people who are illegally resident 
or disturbing public order.” 


Considerable amendments to the current text are supple- 
mented by new provisions on family reunion and the 
right of asylum, fields which so far have essentially been 
treated through administrative rulings. Here, therefore, 
are the main alterations made by this text, which none- 
theless is for the time being only an outline of the 
government's plan. 


A 10-year residence permit will be harder to obtain. It 
would be issued only to people who are legally resident 
and, in most cases, able to give proof of legal entry 
(reestablishing the 1986 Pasqua law). No residence 
permit would be issued to “a polygamous foreign 
national or the wife of such a national” (in compliance 
with the wish of the Supreme Integration Council) and 
permits already issued could be withdrawn from them. 
They could also be withdrawn from refugees who had 
renewed their ties with their country of origin. In addi- 
tion students entitled to a temporary residence permit 
would no longer be able to obtain a 10-year permit. The 
possibilities for acquiring legal status after eniry and 
obtaining a long-term permit would thus be reduced. 


Moreover, the prefect would regain the power to oppose 
the issue of a residence permit or the renewal of a 
temporary residence permit with the abolition “for rea- 
sons of efficiency” of the “foreigners’ residence commis- 
sions” instituted by the 1989 [former Interior Minister 
Pierre} Joxe law. 
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Marnage: against marriages of convenience. It would be 
necessary to wait for a year after the marniage for the 
foreign spouse of a French citizen to obtain a residence 
permit. on condition that they actually live together. 
This is a return to the law in force between 1986 and 
1989, which resulted in insoluble situations involving 
the spouse of a French citizen awaiting expulsion or 
being unable to return to France after a tnp abroad. 


Again with a view to combating marnages of conve- 
mience, the draft law contains an alteration to the civil 
code which would make marnage conditional on legal 
residence on French terntory. as the Supreme integra- 
tion Council wanted. The draft also stipulates that “the 
marnage in France of a French national cannot be 
solemnized if the future spouse of foreign nationality is 
not legally resident.” This pnnciple of the nonsolemni- 
zation of a marnage if the foreign spouse is illegally 
resident even if consent is sincere inverts the present 
principle which makes the refusal to solemnize such a 
union an “assault” sanctioned by the tnbunals for the 
sake of the principle of the freedom of marnage. 


Another provision would allow the registrar to “post- 
pone the solemnization of a marnage if the file shows 
senous grounds for doubting the genuineness of the 
future spouses’ consent.” The mayor could thus wait for 
the opinion of the prosecutor of the Republic before 
solemnizing the umion. The recent legal precedent which 
justified the attitude taken by Dominique Baudis, the 
mayor of Toulouse, regarding a marnage which was 
deemed suspect would thus have the force of law. 


Expulsion in the case of illegal entry or residence: routine 
detention. The principle of suspensive appeal against an 
expulsion order from the prefect introduced by the Joxe 
laws 1s retained. But it has a notable exception: An 
illegally resident foreigner who is not an EEC national 
can no longer appeal! in this way and could be “handed 
over to the competent authonties of the state of which he 
1S a national” or to the EEC state through which he has 
traveled. The possibilities for expulsion are extended, 
since this decision 1s regularly accompanied by an 
administrative ban on entry for a year in order to avoid 
iegal decisions against which an appeal could be lodged. 
Administrative detention while awaiting the aircraft or 
ship for the return journey would become routine. At 
present limited to seven days. it could be extended by a 
further three days if the foreigner refuses to give his 
particulars. 


Expulsion and ban on entry in the case of a threat to 
public order: limited guarantees. The expu'sion commis- 
sion, whose opinion used to tie the hands of the Ministry 
of the Interior, would be left with only a « onsultative 
role, as was the case between 1986 and 1989. This 
commission's opinion would no longer be requested “in 
cases of absolute urgency.” The guarantees against 
expulsion enjoyed by certain categornes of people would 
be reduced. 
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Students, foreigners marned for less than a year to 
French nationals, and people condemned to five years’ 
umpnsonment could thus be expelled. In addition a 
stranger who would normally be protected. the parent of 
a French child, for instance. could be banned from entry 
by a tnbunal if he is found guilty of drug dealing by “a 
specific decision based on special evidence.” All protec- 
ton against a ban on entry would cease in the case of 
contravention of drugs legislation (the case of “dual 
sentencing’) unless the sentence relates to the transfer or 
illegal offer of drugs for personal use. Requests for the 
lifting of the ban on entry would only be valid if the party 
concerned was abroad. 


Family reunion: limited to a single instance. It would be 
harder for a foreigner to bring over his family. He would 
have to be resident in Fra ce for three years (instead of 
one) and could not include family allowances in his 
resources. Family reunion would be possible on only one 
occasion and would be closed if the family were already 
illegally resident in the country. Students and polyga- 
mous foreigners would be excluded. The mayor at the 
place of residence would be asked about the family’s 
resources and accommodation. whose size is already 
stipulated by current regulations. Access to unemploy- 
ment benefits would be possible for the arriving family 
only after a year's residence. 


Right of asylum: screening of requests by the nolice. The 
law would record specially the reasons for which entry to 
France could be refused by an asylum seeker. giving the 
police the power to screen eniries pnor to the asylum 
request proceedings investigated by the French office for 
the protection of refugees and the stateless. a public 
establishment under the administration of the foreign 
ministry. The following would militate against the exam- 
ination of a request for asylum: fear of persecution 
“obviously without foundation.” the possibility of an 
asylum seeker finding refuge in a third country or 
“another part of his country of ongin™ from the one in 
which he is persecuted. An asylum seeker who has been 
in transit across another EEC country could be sent 
there, applying the Schengen and Dublin conventions. 


Social benefits: access to police files. They would no 
longer be paid to an illegally resident foreigner, nor 
would individual housing assistance. The draft law stip- 
ulates that social security and family allowances offices 
will no longer be able to register them and will be able to 
have access to police files on foreigners 


For the information and support group for immugrant 
workers which has published it. this draft law betrays 
“an obsession with fraud and invasion.” “All foreigners 
become intruders and the State. having now initiated a 
crusade, is trying to plunge into unlawfulness many of 
those who are or could be illegally resident.” the group 
continues, describing the text as a “xenophobic under- 
taking aimed against integration” and fearing that its 
guidelines could lead to “a rebellion among young for- 
eigners.” 
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We stull need to find out not only how this text may 
evolve before it 1s adopted by the council of ministers in 
a few weeks’ time but also the alterations which could 
stull be made to i by the parliamentarians and the 
constitutional council. 


Balladur Announces Austerity Measures 


AU 1005 160393 Paris AFP in English 1555 GMT 
10 May 93 


[Text] Pars, May 10 (AFP}—Pmme Minister Edouard 
Balladur Monday [10 May] unveiled tough austerity 
measures in a mid-term mini-budget aimed at slashing 
France's burgeoning public deficit and boosting welfare 
and unemployment fund coffers. 


In a two-pronged attack designed to cut the budget 
deficit and stimulate industry, Balladur reduced 
spending, raised direct and consumption taxes and 
otfered tax >reaks and aid to troubled sectors. 


The mini-budget, announced at a press conference fol- 
lowing a special cabinet meeting, includes spending cuts 
of 21.5 billion francs (3.9 billion dollars), and increased 
taxes of 25 billion francs funded by a rise to 2.4 percent 
in a special income tax. 


A 16 percent increase in alcohol duties, excluding wine 
and beer, will net 700 million francs in 1993 and two 
billion francs in 1994, and a 28 centime increase in 
petrol duties from July 12 will raise some 15 billion 
francs in a full year, the government said in a statement. 


A stimulus package designed to boost flagging industry 
will cost 12.9 billion francs in 1993, the budget statement 
said. 


Some 7 billion francs will be devoted to jobs, including 
4.5 billion francs for family benefit and 2.5 billion for a 
job-creation scheme aimed at the long-term unem- 
ployed, with three billion francs earmarked for housing 
construction. 


Balladur had prepared public opinion for the bitter 
medicine with last week's publication an independent 
report saying the budget deficit would hit 341 billion 
francs (64 billion dollars) or 4.8 percent of gross 
domestic product, if action was not taken. 


Organized Labor To Protest 


LD1005181193 Paris France-Inter Radio Network in 
French 1600 GMT 10 May 93 


[Text] Most of the trade unions did not wait for the end 
of the unveiling of [Prime Minister] Edouard Balladur's 
measures to make known their reactions. It must be said 
hat the main elements of this mini-budget were already 
known. The General Confederation of Labor [Confeder- 
ation Generale du Travail—CGT] has already retaliated 
by announcing a day of strikes and demonstrations for 
27 May. Louis Viannet, secretary general of the CGT, 
explains his reasons to Philippe Bardouille: 
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[begin Viannet recording} In this country, always the 
same people are called upon to make sacrifices. This 1s 
the reason why we are telling employees not to Iel 
themselves be trampled on. We know the causes of these 
difficulties. Be it the difficulties relating to the budget 
deficit or the social security deficit, they have two 
names: The first is unemployment, the second is insuf- 
ficient purchasing power, insufficient standard of living 
in this country. What does the government suggest? 
Increasing the special social security tax. Who 1s going to 
pay? Old-age pensioners, salaried employees, the unem- 
ployed, while big capital is hardly touched by this. [end 
recording] 


Mitterrand Notes Reservations on Bank Bill 


LD1005173293 Paris France-Inter Radio Network in 
French 1600 GMT 10 May 93 


[Text] President Mitterrand has expressed reservations 
concerning the constitutionality of the draft bill on the 
status of the Bank of France. Elysee Spokesman Jean 
Musiic‘li indicated that if this draft bill does not con- 
form with the constitution—now that it has been 
amended to take the Maastricht treaty into account—it 
might be challenged. 


Chirac Voices Support for Balladur 


PM 1005160393 Paris LE FIGARO in French 
10 May 93 p 7 


[Interview with Jacques Chirac, chairman of the Rally 
for the Republic, by Francoise Varenne; place. date not 


given) 


[Text] [Varenne] Do you not feel a slight regret at not 
being in charge at the Hotel Matignon [prime minister's 
office] right now? 


[Chirac] On the contrary, | am perfectly content. [Prime 
Minister] Edouard Balladur and I have been elaborating 
the political strategy which has led to the present situa- 
tion every day for the past five years now. We envisaged 
every situation and every development on the basis of an 
idea of mine which initially | had to make him share. 
namely that whatever else he was the best man to put 
France back on its feet again. Because to embark on this 
endeavor it needed someore with intelligence, strength, 
and experience at the same time. 


[Varenne] But surely you had these qualities and this 
expenence? 


[Chirac] Perhaps so, but I have already been prime 
minister. In any office a new man always brings some- 
thing extra. Furthermore, my activity today is longer 
term in its perspective and outlook. And I would like to 
tell you that I very much appreciate being able to take a 
bit of a back seat. 


[Varenne] Do you mean that you do not intervene? 
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[Chirac] There is no dual-control system in this govern- 
ment, especially in the delicate situation imposed by 
cohabitation. Edouard Balladur has formed his own 
without haste but with realism and a clear vision. As for 
me, I shall fully support this government's actions. 


[Varenne} Are you denying yourself the right to criticize 
anything at all? 


(Chirac] France today is going through moral, social, 
economic, and financial difficulties, so the main thing is 
to remedy this situation. This requires a consistent and 
determined effort from the whole majority and that rules 
out reservations, futile debates, and sterile divisions. I 
hope we will favor everything that unites and exclude 
everything which pointilessly divides our people. 


I am not going to venture to say or do anything at all 
which might cause division and thus weaken the govern- 
ment’s actions. This does not mean that I will necessarily 
approve of everything. If | do disapprove of something I 
shall certainly say so, but I shall say so to the prime 
minister face to face. 


[Varenne] You are the Rally for the Republic [RPR] 
presidential candidate. If Edouard Balladur manages to 
set the country back on its feet, do you not think that he 
might hanker after the Elysee? 


[Chirac] For goodness’ sake, let us not talk of personal 
rivalnes—lI can assure you they are entirely unfounded. 
The main thing today is to respond to the daily problems 
preoccupying the French people. Each individual must 
do the best that he can where he is. 


[Varenne] Are you now going to the National Assembly 
more often than in the past? 


[Chirac] We have a large majority now whose aim is to 
support the government's program. There are lots of new 
deputies, and I have been going to the National 
Assembly more often than before especially to see them. 
I have been to give support to a very large number of 
them in their constituencies, members of both the RPR 
and the Union for French Democracy, and that forges 
links. So many are coming to see me at the National 
Assembly and at City Hall. I am pleased to get to know 
them better. And through them to get to know the 


problems of our regions better. 


[Varenne] Apart from visiting the National Assembly 
you rarely leave City Hall, do you? 


[Chirac] I spend the bulk of my time in my office. | am 
busy with Paris. It is very absorbing work because for the 
first time we are now experiencing serious financial 
difficulties due to the initiatives of previous govern- 
ments and to the economic mess. So I am obliged to 
adapt the city’s policy to the new constraints. I also do 
much work for the Correze region because there, as 
elsewhere, the economic fabric is coming apart and 
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peopie are forced to fight harder than before to maintain 
and safeguard their livelihood and jobs, especially in 
rural areas. 

Next I am continuing to receive numerous figures from 
the economic, social, trade union, and cultural worlds. 
This enables me to pursue a certain number of ideas on 
the major problems facing society. I also receive promi- 
nent foreign /isitors to Paris. 


[Varenne] Are you going to start traveling around again? 


[Chirac] At the end of May I have been invited to spend 
a day in Marseille by Professor Gastault, an AIDS 
specialist. I hope to gain a better understanding of the 
problems posed by AIDS both to the victims and to the 
carers and to those who are dedicated to research. On 31 
May the Council of Europe and the European Jewish 
Congress are organizing in Moscow at Boris Yeltsin's 
request a major 2-day seminar intended for all of Rus- 
sia’s parliamentarians on the theme: “How can political 
representation be used to combat intolerance and 
racism?” They have asked me to deliver the opening 
address. This is a subject that | know well and I have 
plenty to say about it. I shall take advantage of the 
occasion to meet with the Russian president. | shall also 
make some trips, in particular to Africa. I shall also be 
going to the United States. 


[Varenne}] Are you going to continue your tour of 
France? 


[Chirac] Of course. I want to continue meeting with 
people and listening to them so as to get a better 
understanding and outline and suggest some modern 
solutions better suited to our times and to current 
problems, especially with regard to the strengthening of 
solidarity. There isn't enough sense of solidarity in 
France. It 1s too divided. Inequalities have increased. 
The bonds of solidarity which exist in our society must 
be constantly strengthened and reinforced. These, 
among many others, are some of the problems that I 
have been reflecting on. 


Portrait of Prime Minister Edouard Balladur 


93ESO609A Paris L‘EXPANSION in French 
1S Apr 93/5 May 93 pp 66-73 


[Article by Claude Villeneuve: “Portrait of Monsieur 
Balladur™’) 


[Text] Long a “virtual” prime minister, he has become a 
very real prime minister. A long training period was 
followed by a restrained and methodical campaign. His 
restraint seems to harmonize with the spirit of the times 


It is a Quiet meeting at the Paris city hall on Sunday 
morning. Jacques Chirac is in jeans, sweatshirt, and 
great-looking black slippers embroidered with silver 
threads. His feet are on the table, as is his custom. 
Edouard Balladur, in a three-piece suit, asks the person 
next to him: “What do you think of Jacques’ slippers?” 
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“Not bad; so-so,” is the reply. “I'm glad you like them,” 
Chirac says. “Edouard gave them to me for my birth- 
day.” Was it a pleasantry , a premonition, or a provoca- 
tion? In any event, it is proof that Edouard Balladur does 
not shut himself up between Montesquieu and compul- 
sory withholding, but that he is also capable of making a 
tmp to the store. 


Today, the store is the Maison France where Edouard 
Balladur will have the task of manning the cash register, 
dealing with the customers, and getting the store going. 
That is hard for a man with a reputation for reserve, 
aloofness, and solitary reflection—a man who will now 
have to get his hands soiled. The fires, the accidents, the 
demonstrations—everything gets back to the prime min- 
ister, day and night. It is hard for a man who needs time, 
whereas the demands of the hour increasingly require 
greater proximity and reactivity. 


Is he ready? This is the question that is being asked from 
one end to the other of the political spectrum. It is being 
asked a little late because it was the French people— 
more than Francois Mitterrand, Jacques Chirac, the 
RPR [Rally for the Republic], or the UDF [Un.on for 
French Democracy}—who in the preelection polls had 
already chosen Edouard Balladur. Gray hair, gray suit, 
gray overcoat—gray as a gray eminence which, however, 
he ceased to be long ago. For many months the “virtual” 
prime minister circulated, wrote, spoke, and met with 
people everywhere in the world: with John Major; 
Helmut Kohl; Giuliano Amato; and Francois Perigot, 
president of the CNPF [National Council of French 
Employers], but also with Jean-Claude Trichet, director 
of the treasury, and Daniel Lebegue, general director of 
the BNP [National Bank of Paris], while many others 
regularly sent him memoranda. And when a Japanese 
television team came to Paris for the French elections, it 
was Edouard Balladur they came to film, not Jacques 
Chirac. The “international who's who” streamed to 215 
bis Boulevard Saint-Germain, headquarters of the Asso- 
ciation for Popular Economic Liberalism, which served 
as the town apartment of the potential prime minister. A 
bourgeois decor and a somewhat antiquated title, but he 
appeared to like it there. Today, all that has come to an 
end, with the lights shining full on the gold of Matignon 
[office of the prime minister]. 


At 63 years of age (64 next month), Edouard Balladur is 
2 “young” politician. Completely unknown to the 
French people until his appointment in March 1986 as 
minister of state for economy and finance, he quickly 
relapsed into anonymity after May 1988, despite his 
reelection as deputy for the |Sth arrondissement—a 
mere formality—and his seat on the Paris municipal 
council, which provided him with two salaries, a black 
Safrane automobile, and several minor perquisites. 


And what of relations with politicians as a class? That 
depends. What of relations with the UDF and Valery 
Giscard d’Estair.g? “Distant,” is the laconic answer of 
Nicolas Bazire, the young ensign who served in the Audit 
Office before becoming Edouard Balladur’s chief of staff. 
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And relations with Raymond Barre? “Very distant.” The 
centnists, on the other hand, have received every consid- 
eration. “Alphandery, Bosson, Mehaignene—they all 
went there to play the mandolin,” says one CDS [Social 
Democratic Certer] member. It should be pointed out 
that as long ago as 1991 Edouard Balladur—in cooper- 
ation with the centrists—had formed working groups on 
apprenticeship, training, and the family, among others. 
“They did precise work,” says Jacques Barrot, pre.ident 
of the centrist group. “He went to see the JDS (Young 
Social Democrats) at Batz-sur-Mer in September,” 
Barrot adds. “He rediscovered some of the Barre ideas 
concerning government as an institution and said 
nothing that could shock the centrist family.” 


It is a different matter where the RPR is concerned. 
“The comrade is not easy to handle,” one of the party's 
barons says. He is called the “cardinal,” the “canon,” 
“His Eminence,” “His Self-In:portance,” “Mamamou- 
chi,” “Ballamou”™ [mou = soft; dur = hard]. The cross fire 
is carefully aimed, but in his presence there is dead calm. 
One could even say that this pleases him. It protects him. 
On the other hand, Edouard Balladur does not tolerate 
the noisy meetings of the RPR. “It is a big Punch and 
Judy show here. It is the court of King Bedlam,” he said 
one day during a minor summit meeting of the party. 
“I'm leaving,” he added, and slammed the door behind 
him. It is not his style to be ingratiating, people realize, 
and even less to have any contact with the militant wing 
of the RPR. Or even.... But upon hearing the outlying 
areas of France chant, “E-douard, E-douard,” who could 
resist? 


An Athletic Campaign 


Is Balladur a political animal? Hardly. Out in the field as 
elsewhere, however, he did what was necessary. The 
Baliadur ballad was somewhat athletic: in Nogent- 
sur-Seine, for example, where he went in the final days of 
the campaign to support 27-year-old Francois Baroin— 
son of the late Michel—a newly elected official coddled 
by the RPR. He was welcomed by the Gaullist, Robert 
Galley, deputy and mayor of Troyes. Dinner in a quarter 
of an hour at the Loisir Hotel: cold meats, salad, and the 
customary courtesies. “Would you like some cheese, 
mesdames? I'll go get the plates,” after which he junips 
into his car to be with the audience of a thousand who 
are waiting for him. The hall is very warm. “We must,” 
Robert Galley says, “rediscover the bluntness of General 
de Gaulle in 1965 and say that there are some things 
France cannot renounce. France must be given reasons 
to hope again.” Message received loud and clear. “This 
country is not condemned to mediocrity; it has a future, 
and that future depends on him.” A mixture of Gaullist 
enthusiasm and a desperate effort to descend to the level 
of everyday life—to the concerns of the PME [small and 
medium-size businesses], the concerns that relate to 
housing, the suburbs, the textile industry, the farmers, 
and the military. I shall devote myself to your problems, 
he seemed to be saying. It was still a far cry from the 
Clinton style, however. “My dear friends” (said six 
times, and no longer “Ladies and gentlemen”), “we 
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harbor the hope that we are able to set our country nght 
again. We have the energy, and we have faith in the 
future.”” Applause. Ovation. The Marseillaise. And the 
return to Paris by automobile. 


In six months, Edouard Balladur crisscrossed France. 
Since 1988 he has never lost contact with the voters—but 
with his major constituents more than with ordinary 
voters, it must be acknowledged. With his upper middle- 
class mannerisms, his immobile face, his Pompidou-like 
eyebrows, and his monotonous voice, he did not claim to 
be the best suited to aspire to the popular vote. 


He was born on 2 May 1929 under the sign of Taurus, 
and the stars guided him from Smyrni to power some- 
what slowly, somewhat like his approach to his own 
life—which has served him well. His family—of distant 
Provencal origin—was part of the large merchant middle 
class of Izmir (formerly Smyrna); his father was a 
director of the Ottoman Bank; and he was the youngest 
of five children, all of whom arrived in Marseilles several 
years later. The young Edouard has more of an Anglo- 
Oriental style than he has a Marseillaise temperament. 
He acquired his secondary-school education at the Lycee 
Thiers. He wanted to be a physician. A pulmonary 
accident caused him to branch off into a year of law 
studies, followed in succession by Paris and the Sciences 
Po; the ENA [National Management School] (class of 
France-Afrique, which also included Jacques Calvet and 
Jerome Monod, among others); and the Council of State 
(iis first encounter—a discreet one—with the govern- 
ment). 


Three Decades 


It is a history that covers more than 30 years, in the track 
of a dual family, one political—the Pompidou family— 
and the other strictly private, his own family. The iwo 
are carefully partitioned off: in 1993, as in 1963, both in 
summer and in winter, at 1930 hours he goes home. Lift 
the curtain. He is devoted to his family: his wife Marie- 
Josephe (Josee), nee Delacour; his four sons; and his 
three grandchildren. The oldest son, Pierre, is a hospital 
physician; the second son, Jerome, works at the Lazard 
Bank; the third, Henri, is in the public sector, at Euro- 
RSCG [Roux, Seguela, Cayzac, & Goudard]; and the 
youngest, Romain, is completing his studies at the 
Advanced Management Institute. He is a good father, 
good husband, good Christian (parish of Notre- 
Dame-de-Grace in Passy), and has good taste: he buys 
his tailor-made suits at Saville Row and exercises 
extreme care in choosing his Westons with buckles; his 
ties; and his shirts, which are always striped. Like 
everyone else, however, ke is agreeable to his sons’ 
wearing sandles. 


He loves to visit exhibits, prefers modern art, and is 
allergic to clubs of the Racing and Polo de Bagatelle type. 
No sports, but lots of walking. He has one regret: he can 
no longer stroll in Paris because people recognize him. 
He nevertheless has his table at Divellec—for he is fond 
of the good life—and is agreeable to having breakfast or 
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lunch at Chez Edgar. Rather .han these outings, how- 
ever, his preference is for the dinners that he arranges in 
conjunction with Mme Pompidou or Mme Kandinsky or 
even with his old friend Maurice Aicardi, inventor of a 
special system of debt payment. 


Edouard Balladur lives in the 16th arrondissement but 
buys his cheeses in the | Sth. He divides his leisure time 
between a house purchased in Deauville and a chalet 
built in Chamonix. It so happened, however—as was the 
case last summer—that he spent his entire vacation in 
the Jura Mountains with his sick mother-in-law. That is 
as far as his provincial connections go. It was learned 
accidentally that he still had a brother (an officer in the 
military) in Marseilles on the day he announced to his 
entourage that he was going to attend his brother's 
funeral, and it was discovered during an official trip that 
he has a friend whom he addresses in the second person 
singular “tu (rare, for him): the senator and mayor of 
Toulon, Francois Trucy, a physician. 


And what about his public life? It has taken place at a 
decennial pace: 10 years in the government service, 10 
years in the private sector, 10 years in politics, all of it 
somewhat in the shadow but always—and from the 
outset—in the footsteps of Georges Pompidou. 


The first stage: government service. “Pompidou created 
a family,” says Denise Esnou, who spent 10 years at 
Elysee Palace [office of president of the Republic] before 
becoming a follower of Jacques Chirac. These “children” 
still meet faithfully on 2 April each year for a mass at the 
Saint-Louis-en-I'Ile church and continue to lavish their 
attention on Claude Pompidou and his foundation. The 
entry of Edouard Balladur, a National School alumnus, 
into the Pompidou family took place under the auspices 
of Jean Donnedieu de Vabres (Council of State) and 
Francois-Xavier Ortoli (Inspectorate of Finance), two of 
his former lecturers who had spotted him following a 
vague assignment at the ORTF [Office of French Broad- 
casting and Television]. For social functions, someone 
was needed who was good at meeting people, courteous 
and attentive. Balladur fitted the pr -/ile and confirmed 
his suitability during the famous Grenelle of 1968. In 
1969, he quite naturally followed Georges Pompidou 
from Matignon to Elysee Palace. At that time Jacques 
Chirac, who had begun his career as a hack reporter at 
Matignon, entered politics as deputy for Correze and 
subsequently as secretary of state for employment. As for 
Balladur, he stayed among his files. He was still loyal but 
inflexible where his work schedule was concerned. On 
Monday evenings, when the president met with his team 
over a drink, he would leave if the hour was too late. As 
deputy secretary general of the Elysee and—after the 
departure of Michel Jobert—secretary general, it was he 
who kept the machinery of state going during President 
Pompidou’s last weeks. With the coming of 1974 and the 
election of Valery Giscard d’Estaing, the Gaullists were 
put on a leash. At Tour-Maubourg, where he was being 
lodged by Raymond Marcellin and the Movement of 
Local Elected Officials, Edouard Balladur arrived with 
his papers, including the archives of General de Gaulle 
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that had been “hidden” at Taverny in 1968. “Politics is 
very good,” he told Denise Esnou, “but, as you know, my 
great desire is to serve the state.” To serve the state as 
ambassador to the Vatican—as the new government had 
proposed—did not tempt him at all. He chose to return 
to the Council of State, where his first assignment was a 
case relating to the harmful effects of a hog farm in the 
Massif Central. It was depressing. 


He staged a slight comeback upon becoming president of 
the Mont-Blanc Tunnel Company, a position he held 
until 1981. It was not a very prestigious job but was very 
lucrative: two hours of work per day with a good salary 
and several vehicles at his command. 


The Private Sector 


That was the start of Edouard Balladur’s second career— 
as a private businessman. Even for a nonemotive, non- 
activist middle manager, the occasions for reflection 
concerning the tunnel and the Alps were somewhat 
limited. Then Ambrose Roux, who at that time headed 
the CGE [General Electricity Company] and had often 
met Balladur at Elysee Palace, appeared on the scene. It 
was in this way that Edouard Balladur made his entree 
into the private sector as president of the General Data 
Processing Service Company (GSI) and subsequently 
president of the European Storage Battery Company. 
GSI was one of the countless subsidiaries of CGE and, 
on the whole, a performing and innovative company 
with a dynamic general manager, Jacques Raiman. The 
tandem functioned so well that the two men have 
remained close friends. It was there, in a relatively 
modest office, that the new prime minister learned about 
the world of business: about balance sheets, accoun- 
tancy, the tax laws, and personnel relations. “When he 
arrived,” recalls Jean Brousse, who is still the director of 
marketing, “he toured all the units and talked with the 
personnel. He took a serious interest in the quality circles 
and involved himself to a great extent in the decentrali- 
zation program.” Whether by pure chance or by virtue of 
a firm determination, life has always given him time for 
reflection. “At GSI he was a very good president,” said 
one of the current executives, “but he did not concern 
himself with the conduct of day-to-day operations.” 
Besides, when someone claims to be so passionately 
interested in the affairs of state, can he really get excited 
about storage batteries or the software for meeting the 
payroll? A serious conflict pitted him against Georges 
Pebereau, the president of the group, over the Auroux 
laws concerning the nght of wage earners to voice their 
opinions. The reason: the threat posed by a compulsory 
and technocratic type of organization, whereas partici- 
pation had previously been at the heart of the GSI 
system. Balladur threatened to resign together with his 
entire team, but Edith Cresson, the then-minister of 
industry, ruled in favor of his thesis. At Mont-Blanc and 
at the CGE, and later (beginning in 1988, as deputy for 
Paris), he never ceased to read, receive guests, listen, and 
write. His literary production, of modest proportions, 
began with L'4rbre de mai (The May Tree) (1979)}— 
which cannot be called a success at the bookstores—and 
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was followed (in 1990) by Je crois plus en homme qu’en 
l'Etat (1 Believe More in Man Than in the State) and 
above all by Douze Lettres aux Francais trop tranquilles 
(Twelve Letters to French Citizens Who are Too Placid}— 
letters which it seems were read extensively by the 
president of the Republic—and finally by the Dic- 
tionnaire de la reforme (Dictionary of Retorm), which sets 
forth a complete program. 


Politics 


The third stage was politics and the rapprochement with 
Jacques Chirac. “In the Pompidou hierarachy, Balladur 
was the teacher and Chirac the pupil,” says a former 
member of the Pompidou cabinet. The year 1974 sepa- 
rated them. Chirac carned on his struggle. while Balladur 
remained in the shadows, although from time to time, 
but infrequently, they continued to see each other. 
Edouard Balladur made his first political sortie in his 
own aloof style with a long article published in the 16 
September 1983 issue of LE MONDE on the subject of 
the cohabitation. The ties between the two men were 
renewed thanks to Jacques Friedman, a long-time friend 
of Jacques Chirac who had worked closely with Balladur 
in the preparations for the legislative elections of March 
1986. “They have a strong but independent relation- 
ship,” Fredman says. “Balladur admires Chirac the 
political animal; Chirac admires Balladur’s calm and 
sincerity.’ Chirac fascinates Balladur because of what 
he—Chirac—knows how to do and he himself does not. 
And vice versa. The election campaign just concluded 
was conducted without any explicit distribution of either 
tasks or territories, in accordance with local demands 
and the essential support required. The campaign was 
punctuated by daily telephone calls. Jacques Chirac 
called Balladur every morning at 0730 hours, but some- 
tumes—hecause of their staggered schedules—the calls 
came at a bad time. “Listen, Jacques,” Balladur would 
say, “you are wearing me out. Don't phone me at any 
hour.” It is Jacques, you (vous)..., Edouard, you (vous)... 
Relations between the two stars [preceding word in 
English] of the RPR are close and profound, to be sure, 
but remain strictly professional. There are few dinners 
with their wives, no weekends for relaxation, just a 
simple exchange of ideas. Edouard Balladur finally got 
his RPR membership card and entered tts political 
bureau in 1990. 


Is he more to the right or more to the left of the RPR? 
That depends. When he was with Georges Pompidou he 
personally drafted the statute on profit-sharing and pre- 
pared the plan for paying wages by the month. It is said 
that he very much likes the idea of employee participa- 
tion and the quality circles. As a good Catholic, he 
believes one must look after the people, although not to 
the point of becoming the Mother Theresa of the RPR. 
His close friends, however, do not hesitate to recall that 
it was he who in the 1970's probably was responsible for 
defeating the “new society” plan of Jacques Chaban- 
Delmas and Jacques Delors. After an interval of 25 
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years, that bids fair to produce some interesting 
exchanges with the president of the European Commis- 
sion. 


“Mr. Minister of State, tell us a funny story,” some HEC 
{School for Advanced Business Studies] studcnts asked 
him one day (he had come to bring them the good word). 
“But I should have been told in advance!..."” was his 
reply. He apparently likes to laugh a lot, but to keep it 
inside him. Spontaneity 1s not his strong point, nor ts 


show-off or media training [preceding two expressions in * 


English]. After years of working day after day, he still 
addresses his secretary Arlette Lebris as “Madame.” 


Dignity of One's Job 


“People are proud to work with Mr. Balladur because he 
respects our work,” a doorkeeper at the Finance Ministry 
said in 1986. The minister of state had asked that coats 
be purchased for the waiters, who had previously served 
in their shirts. He visited the kitchens in order to 
modernize them with everyone in his place and doing his 
job proudly. The staff preferred to serve at table some- 
what ceremoniously rather than to do their work in the 
style of the “others”: “Put the wine on the table; we'll 
serve ourselves.” Is Balladur a misogynist? Not really. It 
is touching when he talks about the Day of the Woman. 
“It is precious little,” he murmurs, “to concern oneself 
about women one day in the year.” In reality, where 
women are concerned, he prefers the Woman, and he 
would rather see her at home. 


Loyal by temperament, he has been able to retain the 
loyalty of his supporters: Charles de Croisset, director 
general of the CCF [Commercial Bank of France], who 
was his chief of staff, Maurice Ulrich, diplomat and 
member of the Council of State; Jean-Marie Messier, 
managing partner at Lazard; Georges Tron, a pal of his 
oldest son and candidate in the Essonne; Jacques 
Raiman, president of GSI; Philippe Goujon, his replace- 
ment in the 15th arrondissement; and, as always, the 
journalist Xavier Marchetti and Denis Baudouin, for- 
merly Pompidou's spokesman, as well as various others 
of a more casual relationship. 
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Edouard Balladur is now in the front line. Has he 
changed? “I knew him 30 years ago as deputy secretary 
general at the Elysee Palace, and I saw him again a week 
or so ago. He is indeed the same man,” says a friend of 
his, a big businessman. “He is heavier, though.”” Both 
literally and figuratively speaking, but it is all quite 
appropriate. “He is mistrustful of a creative imagina- 
tion,” says another of his friends. ““When he reflects on 
something, he takes the center and discards the extremes. 
He is like Kissinger; he thinks that after 3,000 years 
everything has been experienced and that the human 
race does not invent but merely reinvents.” He always 
works by means of notes, as Pompidou did, and sends 
them back together with his comments within 24 hours. 
It is more rapid than the meetings. “He never lies,” says 
Ambroise Roux, who has known him for 30 years, “but 
that does not mean that he puts all his cards on the 
table.” With Balladur, the president of the Republic will 
not be receiving every morning a lesson on the art of 
governing. Relations between the two men are polite. 
During the famous conflict over the statutes Francois 
Mitterrand took Edouard Balladur aside and told him: “l 
could not sign them, but my decision was no directed 
against you.” 


And what about France, amid all this controversy? It is 
true that the new prime minister is somewhat of a 
technocrat. “The 1980's,” he recalled during a private 
meeting organized by Eurocom and L’'EXPANSION, 
“were the epitome of images and appearances. I am 
more at ease in the 1990's. Today, the day of the 
epigrams has passed.” That does not prevent him from 
speaking more often of the franc than of France. Does 
France still have something to say to the world? That ts 
a question he asked in the twelfth of his Douze Lettres 
aux Francais. The SME [European Monetary System] 
and the suburbs, immigrants, security, retirement, the 
farmers, unemployment—will he have time enough? 
Will he be able to give his attention to the French 
people? With him, it will undoubtedly be neither lyrical 
nor very imaginative, but will definitely be considered 
carefully. Given the times we live in, that could please 
us. 
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Defense Minister Fabbri Comments on Bosnia, 
Security 


PM 1005123293 Milan IL GIORNALE in Italian 
8 May 93 p 12 


[Interview with Defense Minister Fabio Fabbri by 
Marco Ventura in Rome; date not given] 


[Text] Rome—The rain drenches the delegations 
emerging from the Villa Madama [government guest 
palace]. Warren Christopher's visit is just over and 
Defense Minister Fabio Fabbri agrees to talk to IL 
GIORNALE. 


[Ventura] If allied intervention takes place, will Italy be 
in danger? 


[Fabbri] All the countries bordering on the former Yugo- 
slavia are at risk, including ours. The European govern- 
ments and the United States are aware of this and so they 
are acting with caution. But this must not jeopardize the 
effectiveness of international action. We would not like 
to be accused, in a few years’ time, of inertia toward the 
Bosnian Serbs comparable to the inertia shown by 
Europe toward Hitler in 1939. 


[Ventura] What are the concrete risks? Could a Serbian 
MiG reach our coasts in a kamikaze mission? 


[Fabbri] No. Operation Deny Flight, the no-fly zone over 
Bosnia, has been in force for some time. So NATO 
aircraft are in flight at all times and the situation is under 
greater control than ever. Among other things, the 
normal radar array has been strengthened by AWACS 
{Airborne Warning and Control System] radar planes. 
We have also taken precautions in terms of air defense, 
although our fighter aircraft are getting a bit old. 


[Ventura] What about a dinghy full or terrorists showing 
up across the water from some beach... 


[Fabbri] Our coasts are well protected. The Italian fleet is 
brilliantly accomplishing its mission enforcing the trade 
embargo in the Adriatic under WEU [Western European 
Union] and NATO colors. Every day we prevent mer- 
chant ships from mooring in the Serbian-Montenegrin 
federation; we are hardly likely to have any problems 
identifying outgoing vessels. 


[Ventura] There has been talk of Belgrade having Scud 
missiles at its disposal... 


[Fabbri] According to the information we have—and we 
have a lot—Serbia is not equipped with such missiles. 
But we are keeping our eyes skinned all the same. 


[Ventura] What about the risk of terrorism? 


[Fabbri] That is inevitable. Many thousands of Yugo- 
slavs live outside the former Yugoslavia, including in 
Italy.. 
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[Ventura] In recent days there has been some dispute 
over a shortage of bombs for the Tornados; apparently 
Italy hurriedly ordered some... 


[Fabbri] A lot of people's imaginations ran not with that 
story. Anyhow, nobody has asked us to keep our Tor- 
nados in readiness. 


[Ventura] Your view on the talks with the allies... 


[Fabbri] We have recovered a sense of alliance, of 
teamwork. We are aiming for common results and atti- 
tudes on the part of the European and international 
communities. On Tuesday [4 May] evening, a real 
Atlantic summit was held in Washington. We are 
working on concerted action with a view to securing UN 
cover. 


[Ventura] Does military intervention necessarily require 
a new Security Council resolution? 


[Fabbri] No; there are many ways to achieve interna- 
tional legitimacy. A statement by the Security Council 
chairman of the moment would be enough. 


[Ventura] If the Serbs do not hold off, will it be necessary 
to intervene with aerial bombardment of the batteries 
around the beleaguered cities and the communication 
junctions... 


[Fabbri] There are many options. In that case, Italy 
would be a sort of base camp; it would make its ports and 
airports available. Today I hear once more the voice of 
Roosevelt's and Kennedy's America. The Clinton 
administration considers Bosnia to be a crucial chal- 
lenge, with fundamental human rights at stake. The 
international community cannot endorse violence and 
barbarity any longer. But intervention would not be easy. 
The Serbian fighters are crazy people, capable of posi- 
tioning their batteries—their cannon—near hospitals 
and even of surrounding them with women, with a 
human wall. How can they be hit? The former Yugo- 
slavia is an extremely dangerous maze. 


[Ventura] NATO's role is also at stake. 


[Fabbri] The Atlantic alliance is aware of its responsibil- 
ities; its actions cannot betray its philosophy. Otherwise 
the philosophy, namely the defense of rights, loses cred- 
ibility too. The important thing ts to act in close contact 
with the United Nations. Faced with decisions taken by 
the alliance with UN endorsement, Italy can only 
respond as a loyal and disciplined partner. 


Politicians Consider Ciampi's Durability 


PM 1005153593 Milan IL GIORNALE in Italian 
7 May 93 p 3 


{Marco Ventura report: “PSI Split Over Government”’] 


[Text] Rome—‘“How about that! A short-term govern- 
ment! A government preparing a finance bill which it 
knows another government 1s going to have to steer 
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home! No, no, no! That is a paradox, it is not senous! 
The economic part is so weighty, while the political 
premise is the result of political blackmail by the PDS 
[Democratic Party of the Left]: totally unacceptable! If 
that is the case, let the PDS—which decided to abstain— 
vote for Ciampi! We will not; we are abstaining. And 
even if my group has a different opinion on the matter. 
I will abstain anyway!” Giusy La Ganga, the last of the 
Craxi crowd to wield any power, is still—in name—PSI 
[Italian Socialist Party] floor leader in the Chamber of 
Deputies, although he has “voluntanly withdrawn from 
party organs”; he shared this outburst full of exclamation 
marks with a small crowd of journalists in the lobby at 
Montecitono [parliament]. His words are in contrast 
with the official attitude of Benvenuto’s Secretariat, but 
they exemplify Socialist discontent. They illustrate the 
disappointment, the dissatisfaction, and the surprise of 
many deputies and presage abstentions—whose and how 
many?—on the Socialist benches. The echo can be heard 
in the comments. 


Outgoing Defense Minister Salvo Ando: “The speech 
was honest and stringent, but I feel that Ciampi was 
more concerned with those not voting for him than with 
those voting for him. The program is complete, but if the 
government gives itself only a brief life span, it is in 
danger of becoming a mere academic exercise.” Franco 
Piro: “I cannot see myself voting for something of that 
nature.” The task of playing down the drama fell to 
Gianni De Michelis, former foreign minister and former 
Socialist deputy secretary, who was as pleasant and 
worldly-wise as a boxer who lost his title a long time ago: 
“Abstention? No way. La Ganga's proposal? A quip from 
the heart, not the head. In actual fact, Ciampi never said 
it would be a ssort-term government. But there were two 
phrases which were contradictory. 1 am going to plump 
for the last one, when he said that the government will 
last for as long as it has parliament's confidence.” 
Electoral reform, the next elections, renewal of the 
political class—these are all topics which cause the 
former minister, demolished by bribe city, neither 
embarrassment nor agony to any significant degree: “We 
made mistakes, of course. Otherwise we would not have 
been defeated. But the clash was essentially political. 
People should not be under any illusion. ‘The new’ will 
not prevail, because even with new rules it will still be 
the parties deciding who is to stand and where.” And yet, 
under a majority electoral system, people will count for 
more... It is pointless. De Michelis does not believe it. 
Stuck in the middle of the deputies’ common room, he 
shrugged his shoulders: ““What world do you live in?” 


Was La Ganga's outburst a spiteful response to Benve- 
nuto, a sort of last swish of the tail by the old guard? PSI 
Chairman Gino Giugni rebuked him angnily: “I think 
that was a hurried and unplanned outburst. It is his 
position, not the group's.” The PSI deputies called for 
the secretary. Benvenuto chaired the group meeting 
which was to decide the common position, and mean- 
while issued a communique in support of the govern- 
ment, with one or two nuances: “The PSI Secretariat 
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appreciates the guidelines of the prime minister's anal- 
ysis and shares his program statements,” while “in the 
confidence debate. the parliamentary groups may stress 
the need to link the government's political honzon and 
length of stay in office to the achievement of its program 
aims.” Translating from political jargon—which ts 
taking a long time to die despite the League, the Rete, the 
Referendum Movement, bribe city, and the fall of the 
first republic—this means that the Ciampi government 
will last as long as it takes for 1t to achieve its program. 
In particular, Benvenuto pointed out, it will have to stay 
in office until the new electoral law and the finance bill 
are approved. The president of the Republic and parlia- 
ment will decide when 11 has fulfilled its function. So the 
likelihood is that there will be a cold “yes.” devoid of 
enthusiasm: a troubled and diffident “yes.” 


In the afternoon, Silvano Labriola called for clarifica- 
tion, for an “adjustment of the course,”’ summing up the 
Socialist position in the chamber. “The program put 
forward by Prime Minister Ciampi is certainly not that 
of a short-term government, nor yet that of a run- 
of-the-mill government.” Furthermore, electoral reform 
will have to pass via “constitutional adjustments essen- 
tial for the transformation of the political system from 
proportional to majority.” and with out any confidence 
votes. Former Craxi spokesman Ugo Intini explained: 
“One-third of the Higher Magistrates’ Council [CSM] is 
elected by parliament. So, in the future, will the majority 
elect all nonjudiciary CSM members? And the same 
applies to the Constitutional Court. The regime would be 
different. And anyway, nowhere in the world does a 
parliament elected under a majority electoral system 
elect the head of state in its turn, precisely because the 
president must be everybody's president.” 


The resurrection of the presidential government idea 
coincides with the theories put forward by the Italian 
Social Movement. Environment Minister Valdo Spini 
praised Benvenuto for once: “I am very satisfied with the 
Secretariat's document. It is the PDS which 1s in diffi- 
culty over this government, it cannot explain why it 1s 
not taking part. Also the PRI [Italian Republican Party], 
which fears that Ciampi will steal the manufacturing 
sector votes, and the League, whose position 1s ambig- 
uous. I do not think it wise to add our grumblings to all 
that.” 


Segni on Urgency of Electoral Reform 


93ES0639B Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
] May 93 p 3 


[Interview with Mario Segni by Giovanni Valentini in 
Rome, date not given: “The People of 18 April Want the 
New Law”} 


[Text] ‘“/taly is like an invaded country. The Chamber 
immediately needs an electoral system like that approved 


for the Senate by 83 percent of Italians.” 


Segni asks Ciampi to launch the reform. 
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A leaden atmosphere weighed on the Roman afternoon, 
and it was not only the humidity. On the day after the 
disconcerting acquittal of Craxi at Montecitorio 
{Chamber of Deputies], Mario Segni felt obliged to 
summon a press conference. He addressed an appeal to 
the “reform people,” urging an “identical” electoral law 
for the Chamber as the one the yes victory sanctioned for 
the Senate, and thus a renewal of the entire Parliament. 
Otherwise, you would have to go to the polls with two 
different systems. Segni warned with a grave tone, “We 
are in an emergency period. It is as if the country had 
been invaded.” Since the time of the referendum on the 
single preference vote, he is the anti-Craxi, the number 
one enemy of partyocracy, the adversary of the establish- 
ment; and now, on the blackest day of the Republic, he 
obviously does not wish to disappoint the expectations 
or the protests of a public opinion indignant over the old 
regime’s last flick of the tail. 


At exactly 1600 hours, Segni presented himself to the 
journalists in his office at Largo del Nazareno, side by 
side with Alberto Michelini, who had followed him out 
of the DC. Before answering questions he read an 
already-typed declaration. Without mincing words, he 
began by saying, “Yesterday's shameful vote in the 
Chamber is a betrayal of the 18 April vote. It irreparably 
damaged Italians’ confidence, and legitimized the 
demand of those urging that parliament be renewed as 
soon as possible so that a new governing class may be 
given to the country.” In a word, the referendum leader, 
too, had convinced himse’f that at this point this Parlia- 
ment had exhausted its mandate; and, thus, there should 
be early elections, at once, before summer. 


In the name of the response given by the great majority 
of citizens on 18 April, Segni at this point cited “the need 
to proceed urgently to a profound reform of the electoral 
rules,” and then to “have elections quickly.” However, 
there is no longer time to discuss matters. “A law should 
be approved that is identical with the one for the Senate 
that already has the support of 83 percent of the Italians. 
Without a reform, we would have a Chamber with 15 or 
20 parties, ignoring the meaning of the referendum 
vote.” 


The anti-Craxi man issued an ultimatum concerning the 
risks of delay. “In a dramatic time such as this, every- 
thing can and should be done in a few weeks.” He 
announced that by evening he would present a bill in that 
sense, gathering signatures of all deputies agreeing with 
the move, and he would also ask the prime minister to 
support it. The attitude of Segni and his supporters 
toward the new government in Parliament will depend 
on Ciampi’s response. 


Faithful to his plan for a “great democratic alliance,” the 
champion of 9 June [referendum of 1991] and of 18 
April reiterated, “Yesterday's vote has definitively over- 
come the old partyocracy and all the machinery and 
leaders identifying themselves with it.” After this came 
his appeal, addressed mainly to democratic Catholics 
and once again to Mino Martinazzoli, DC secretary, “to 
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free oneself from the prison of the past and share with us 
the hope for a new Italy.” Segni concluded, “This is a 
time for courage; this is a time for great decisions.” 


The referendum leader wished io say nothing more, but 
this time he could not evade the journalists’ questions. 
Accustomed to measuring his tones and his words, he 
was not at his best in front of recording machines, 
microphones, and television cameras. And today, fur- 
thermore, he seemed particularly tired, perhaps more 
worried than tired, under the weight of the responsibility 
toward the 29 million Italians who had just entrusted 
him with their own yes in opposition to the establish- 
ment and to partyocracy. Therefore, his answers were 
dictated by greater caution than usual. 


[Valentini] Prime Minister Ciampi has let it be known 
that his government intends to go ahead. Do you agree? 


[Segni] I have already said that | will also speak with the 
prime minister, asking him to serve as interpreter of the 
need to approve the electoral reform quite quickly. We 
should understand that we are in an emergency period, 
as in an invaded country. What would be done in one 
year in other times should now be done in one day. Just 
as soon as the electoral law is approved, one must hold 
elections quickly. That should be the objective of all, 
even of the new government. I shall ask for a meeting 
with the prime minister to express this view to him.“ 


[Valentini] If Ciampi does not meet this objective, will 
you vote against the government? 


[Segni] I will reach that decision later, if ever. But it is 
the way of good sense. The only one realistically possible. 
And I am confident it will prevail in the end. 


[Valentini] Faced with such a Parliament as this, do you 
not believe it would be better to have elections at once? 


[Segni] No, I believe, instead, that we have the duty of 
respecting, to the extent possible, the popular will 
expressed barely two weeks ago. And that is a demand 
for a change in the rules for all of parliament, for the 
whole political system. For that, we must do our utmost 
to fulfill the mandate received from the electors on 18 
April. 


[Valentini] Should it not turn out that way, do you 
consider that one could vote with two different systems, 
one for the Chamber and one for the Senate? 


[Segni] If it is not possible to approve the electoral 
reform very promptly, one would inevitably come to 
that. 


[Valentini] In your view, who in the opposition voted, by 
secret ballot, in favor of Craxi? 


[Segni] I do not know, and frankly it has little interest for 
me. I am not a conspiracy expert. The fact is that 300 
deputies voted no less than four times against the request 
for authorization to proceed. 
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[Valentini] Some have seen a connection beiween that 
vote and the entry of the PDS [Democratic Party of the 
Left] into the Ciampi government. 


[Segni] That might even be so. There probably are many 
reasons, Many motivations, and many different pres- 
sures. Unfortunately, it is the outcome that is obvious 
and unequivocal. 


[Valentini] Did you foresee it? 


[Segni] No, I admit I did not. With much sincerity, and 
perhaps with a little ingenuousness, I was convinced that 
a broad majority would approve the authorization to 


[Valentini] Aside from the suspicion of defections by the 
opposition, most of the votes, however, came from the 
DC and the PSI. 


[Segni] It seems to me that is what the numbers say. 


[Valentini] And did you expect there would be so many 
in the DC? 


[Segni] As I have already stated, | did not expect that 
outcome, and thus I obviously did not anticipate the 
circumstances that caused it. On everyone's part. | did 
not think one would reach that point. I admit, quite 
openly, | was mistaken. 


[Valentini] The Milan Public Prosecutor made a reply 
disagreeing with the Chamber's decision and has already 
announced a new request for authorization to proceed 
against Craxi. What do you think of those reactions? 


{Segni] As a politician, I consider the political situation. 
I am interested in what all the Italians are asking for 
today, not individual authorities or categories. And, in 
any event, Italians will consider an affair of this kind 
unacceptable. 


ee ee: Many Lega Members Voted for 
rax 

93ES0639A Rome IL MESSAGGERO in Italian 

I May 93 p 7 


[Article by Alberto Gentili: “Yes, the Lega Participated 
in the A nbush”] 


[Text] After the ambush in parliament. One of Bossi's 
deputies talks. “It was a tempting opportunity to trip up 
Ciampi.” 


There was an ambush. The numbers prove it. And also 
the acknowledgments. A Lega deputy, one who voted yes 
on Thursday to all six of the requests for authorization to 
proceed, confirmed the suspicions. Before beginning to 
talk he laid down one condition. “My name must not 
appear.” In any event, the conversation was recorded. 
The Lega member revealed that, yes, a part of his group 
contributed to the acquittal of Craxi from the charge of 
corruption. “Fifteen, perhaps 20 of us voted against the 
authorization for Craxi.” 
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The deputy from the Carroccio [medieval war chariot; 
logo of the Lombard League] is not a “penitent.” He 
affirmed, “I have nothing to repent, I myseli did not vote 
in favor of Craxi. I have a conscience, and I reason 
according to my conscience. I did not feel I could 
participate in an unworthy operation. I voted yes to the 
authorization requests to proceed against Craxi. And I 
believe the majority of the group did as I did.” 


But the rest? “I heard it said that it was a tempting 
opportunity, that voting for acquittal would be a way to 
trip up the Ciampi government. To make public opinion 
rebel and have early elections at once.” And you? “I 
thought, ‘maybe it is a good idea from the tactical- 
political viewpoint, but it is morally unworthy.’ And in 
the end, I just couldn't vote no.” 


The numbers also prove that the “save Craxi” vote 
crossed party lines. A part of the DC [Christian Demo- 
cratic Party] acquitted him, as did a good part of the PSI 
{Italian Socialist Party], with the help of a few Social 
Democrats and Liberals. But, all things considered, 
obviously at least 80 votes to help the former PSI 
secretary came from opposition “snipers.” 


To prove it, Mauro Del Bue, a PSI supporter of Martelli, 
showed up at the Translatiantico [deputies’ lounge] with 
the ballot box. And he confidently declared “Between 60 
and 80 representatives of the opposition voted in favor 
of Craxi.” Facts at hand, counting the number of people 
present and voting, he gave the most important vote as 
an example. “On the first vote, the one on the crime of 
corruption in Milan (291 noes and 273 yeses) there were 
171 DC deputies, 86 Socialists, 16 Social Democrats, 
and four Liberals present. A total of 287 deputies from 
the old quadripartite coalition. Theoretically, they would 
have lined up for acquittal. But that calculation is based 
wholly on conjecture, since at least 40-50, perhaps even 
60, deputies from the majority voted for granting the 
authorization: Riggio, Rivera, Castagnetti, Mattarella, 
and some Socialists. From which it may be deduced that, 
to reach the 291 noes, around 60 to 80 deputies of the 
opposition voted in favor of Craxi.” 


Pierluigi Castagnetti, head of Martinazzoli’s political 
secretariat, spoke about the “troublemakers.” “The 
numbers show that in the misguided parliamentary vote 
there was a massive presence of troublemaking deputies 
belonging to opposition groups. In all the votes, there 
were always more noes than the number of deputies 
belonging to the former quadripartite majority.” And 
then he did his mea culpa. “It 1s unquestionable that, 
among others, a few dozen DC deputies were added to 
these troublemakers.” And then he added that the 
Greens, Gianni Mattioli and Massimo Scalia, were 
pressing further. They named names. “It was the MSI 
[Italian Social Movement] and the Lega that saved 
Craxi, and their conduct was shameful.” And Giusy La 
Ganga was with them. The Socialist group leader even 
reconstructed the evening of the votes. “It was a planned 
provocation. In the Translatiantico, Bossi kept on 
repeating to his own peopie, “Certainly, if they do not 
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give the authorization for Craxi, we will go straight to 
early elections.“ And they, the Lega members, needed 
only to hear that.” 


Even Leoluca Orlando's Rete ended up on the list of 
“suspects.” Maurizio Calvi, the Socialist, complained, 
“A couple of minutes after the vote, Rete members, 
armed with posters, were already outside to demon- 
strate. That confirms Orlando's subversive intent.” 


And in the hunt for “snipers” the PDS [Democratic 
Party of the Left] is not going free. Botteghe Oscure [PDS 
headquarters, Rome] ended up on the list of suspects 
compiled by the Socialist, Felice Borgoglho, and by 
Giuseppe Castagnetti, DC. Borgoglio said, “A part of 
those noes came from PDS deputies, openly opposed to 
their party’s participation in the Ciampi government.” 
And the Christian Democrat claimed, “At the least, the 
suspicious readiness with which the PDS linked the 
voting outcome to withdrawing its support from the 
government is disconcerting.” 


Botteghe Oscure did not answer those criticisms. Mas- 
simo D’Alema was content with emphasizing “the old 
majority's responsibility in providing Craxi immunity.” 
However, the Rete reaction was violent. “Someone 
ought to be brought to the neuro-psychiatric section of 
Rome's San Camillo hospital.” 


The Lega prefers courtrooms to hospitals. In a note, 
Bossi announced already having the papers in hand for 
legal proceedings. “The regime hastened to give voice to 
those factious scoundrels who suggested there had been 
ambiguous conduct by Lega members of Parliament. 
That is false. The Lega will respond with lawsuits and 
requests for compensation for moral injuries.” Finally, it 
was up to Gianfranco Miglio, the [Lega] ideologue, to 
announce “revolts in the market-place.” 


Lega, Bossi Preferred by Younger Voters 


93ES0641A Rome L’ESPRESSO in Italian 2 May 93 
pp 25-26 


{Article by Paolo Forcellini: “They Are Kids, They Vote 
for Bossi”’} 


[TEXT] SWG-L’ESPRESSO poll: the under-34's. The 
Lega first: It is the clear choice of the young electorate. 
They prefer the PDS [Democratic Party of the Left] to the 
DC [Chris tian Democratic Party]. And Rete to the 
Greens, Radicals, and Renewal 


The young do not like Pannella very much. Among the 
under-34’s, voters between 18 and 34 years of age, the 
national list of Marco, which won fourth place in the 
SWG poll conducted on a sample of all citizens, slid to 
nothing less than sevenih place. The Rete of Leoluca 
Orlando, the MSI of Gianfranco Fini, and even the 
Greens of Carlo Ripa di Meana go ahead of it. The 8 
percent that Pannella’s Radicals win on average from all 
age groups becomes, in fact, a more limited 6 percent in 
the voting preferences expressed by the young and very 
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young. But that is not all: the further the age goes down, 
the researchers of the Trieste institute note, the fewer the 
votes collected by the Pannella List: voters of between 18 
and 24 years of age mark the Radicals down less than 
those of between 25 and 34 years of age. 


Vice versa, the 5 percent on average of the citizens of all 
age groups who would vote today for the Rete would 
almost double, reaching nine percent among those under 
34. 


The Greens, too, amass votes in the greener age groups: 
from 4 percent of the votes in the general sample they 
Pass to a much more substantial 6.5 percent in the 18-34 
tier. 


For both the followers of Orlando and the environmen- 
talists there is a further reason for satisfaction: They are, 
indeed, together with the Lega, the movesuecnts that are 
obtaining results which are relatively more positive 
among the very young, the voters between 18 and 24 
years of age. Given the nature of the three forces, this 
seems a clear signal of a separation of the youngest voters 
from the traditional political forces, including among 
them also that veteran of the parliamentary scene, Marco 
Pannella. The groups that were created more recently 
and have less the air of an old party are in fact preferred. 


As regards Fini, on the other hand, a favorable attitude 
seems not to have any age. The youth vote for the 
tricolored flame [Italian Social Movement symbol] is, in 
fact, exactly the same as the average estimated for the 
whole electorate, namely, 7 percent. Similar is the per- 
formance of the ivy [Italian Republican Party symbol]: 3 
percent as a general average and again 3 percent among 
the young only. And the variations for the Socialists and 
Liberals are also small. The former obtain 5 percent in 
the 18-34 age group as compared with 4.5 in general, and 
the latter drop from 2.5 to 2 percent. 


Among the three “big ones,” DC [Christian Democratic 
Party], PDS [Democratic Party of the Left], and Lega 
Nord, the last is the pole of greatest attraction for young 
voters. Umberto Bossi wins the coveted primacy as 
largest national political force among them: the already 
strong 16 percent of the votes with which the Lega is 
credited by the poll becomes in fact 22 percent among 
citizens of up to 34 years of age. And the younger they 
are, the more votes there are for the Carroccio [Lega 
symbol]: Its numbers grow even more, according to the 
SWG calculations, in the 18-24 group among both men 
and women. 


Toward the PDS, instead, the youthful electorate 1s 
rather cool: It grants it 16.5 percent of its preferences, 
fewer than those that the party of Achille Occhetto 
obtained on average in the sample (17.5 percent). Fur- 
thermore, the SWG researchers note, if the youth data 1s 
subdivided into two subgroups, that between 18 and 24 
and the one between 25 and 34, the PDS achieves greater 
consistency in the latter subgroup, while among the very 
young the results are rather negative. 
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But the directors of Botteghe Oscure [PDS headquarters] 
have something to console themselves with: If their party 
does not shine among the young, the latter reserve a 
definitely greater disappointment for the schismatic 
rivals of Communist Reform. The party of Armando 
Cossutta and Sergio Garavini in fact really flops in the 
18-34 age group, halving the figure of its average vote: 
from 7 to 3.5 percent. A result that also occurs only 
relative to the Socialist Democrats, due proportions 
being taken into consideration: the PSDI, in fact, loses 
among half the young of the already modest one percent 
obtained on average in the sample. 


And then the most recent voter cohorts give a bitter 
disappointment to the party of Mino Martinazzoli. The 
first place won by the DC with 20 percent of the voters 
on average is, in fact, yielded to the Lega Nord in the 
18-34 age group, where the Christian Democratic Party 
has to be satisfied with 16 percent, a result even lower by 
a hair than the one Occhetto obtains in this category 
(16.5). But the DC can be optimistic to some extent in 
considering that among the younger women (18-24 years 
of age) its performance is clearly higher than the average. 
Very young women, they explain at SWG, show a strong 
polarization in their political choices, very concentrated 
on the DC, as has been said, and on the Lega, which 
together reach almost 50 percent of the votes of this age 
and sex cohort. Among very young men (again those 
between 18 and 24 years of age), instead, the DC does 
not receive great support, while, as has been seen, the 
Lega and Rete triumph. Girls and boys, in any case, 
show with different choices that their voting intentions 
reflect the considerable influence that the religious ele- 
ment still maintains in that age group. 





Better Bossi and Orlando Than Pannella 


Final table of the SWG-L"ESPRESSO poll: 
comparison of the voting intentions of Italians between 18 and 34 
years of age and those of the total interview sample. 


















































(in percent) 

Total Sample 18-34 Age Group 
DC 20.0 16.0 
PDS 17.5 16.5 
Lega Nord 16.0 22.0 
PSI 45 5.0 
MSI 7.0 7.0 
Communist Reform 7.0 3.5 
PRI 3.0 3.0 
Greens 40 6.5 
PLI 2.5 2.0 
Rete 5.0 9.0 
Radicals—Pannella 8.0 6.0 
List 
PSDI 1.0 0.5 
Others 45 3.0 
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Poll Shows Pannella List 4th in Popularity 


93ES0640A Rome L’'ESPRESSO in Italian 2 May 93 
pp 20-23 


[Article by Antonio Padellaro: “Good Heavens, Pan- 
nella’s Troops Are Coming™} 


[Text] After the referendum: the SWG-ESPRESSO poll. 


Many questions are being asked. But what can come from 
elections under the old rules? The DC [Christian Demo- 
cratic Party] reduced by one-third. The PSI [Italian 
Socialist Party] reduced to one-third. The Lega doubled. 
However, Pannella was the real surprise; more than 
sextupled. Why do so many see a in him the man of 
providence’ 


The new man of Italian politics has an old name: Marco 
Pannella. In fact, if they voted today to renew Parlia- 
ment, the list headed by the Radical leader would win 8 
percent of the votes and would bring more than 60 
deputies to Montecitorio [Chamber of Deputies]. This is 
not the only important new element of the electoral poll 
L’ESPRESSO commissioned SWG of Trieste to conduct 
on Italians’ voting intentions after the triumph of the yes 
in the 18 April referendum. The free fall of the DC is 
impressive which Martinazzoli’s cure did not seem to 
help. And even that 20 percent attributed to the DC 
appears badly in danger because it does not take into 
account the support that Mario Segni’s Popular Catho- 
lics could take away from the former mother house. The 
implacable advance of the Lega Nord is striking. With 16 
percent, it has become the third great force, the first, in 
fact, if one takes into account the younger electors’ vote. 
Bossi ranks behind a PDS [Democratic Party of the Left] 
that seems to have definitively absorbed the post- 
Communist labor pains and now even shows increased 
support. But the fact emerging from the poll with abso- 
lute and dramatic force (it was done with a sampling of 
2200 interviews) is the political division of Italy into 
three clearly distinct parts. There is the north, primarily 
Lombard and Venetian, dominated by the Lega. The 
PDS prevails in the center. The ex-Communist superi- 
ority was confirmed by the success of Communist 
Reform. However, in the south, instead and inspite of 
everything, the DC is still perpetuating itself after half a 
century of domination. 


Therefore, the implosion of the galaxy of parties had 
devastating effects on all the symbols, none of which, 
according to the SWG poll, managed to go over the 
threshold of 20 percent. But, above all, it fragmented and 
pulverized the Socialist lay planet. With a PSI reduced to 
4.5 percent and the PSDI [Italian Socialist Democratic 
Party] practically extinct, the remains of the army that 
held governments of the Republic hostage for the whole 
Craxi era is wandering around stunned, in search of a 
leader under whose colors they might enroll (even 
though a mercenary captain would meet their needs). If 
they have reached an 8 September [allusion to Italy's 
unconditional surrender, 8 September 1943] of the First 
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Republic, the PRI [Italian Republican Party] is con- 
sidering a merger with the Segni movement (as 
Giorgio La Malfa hoped), the Liberals (credited with 
a miserable 2.5 percent), and even the Greens—also 
with growing support—who are worrying about a 
future that is more improbable than ever. What will 
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become of these minimalist initials in an ever more 
majority-oriented political system where only three or 
four great groupings seem destined to exist? And 
could the shepherd who will gather this flock together 
by any chance have snow-white hair, icy eyes, and 
revenge in his heart? 





Marco [Panella] Is the Fourth Party of Italy 





In this table, SWC poll data coinciding with the 18 April 
referendum are compared with a preceding SWC poll 
and with the national cliections of $ April 1992 















































(In percentages) 
April 1993 September 1992 1992 elections 
DC 20.0 23.7 29.7 
PDS 17.5 i$.7 16.1 
Northern League 16.0 146 87° 
PS! 45 95 13.6 
MSI 7.0 7.7 $.4 
Communist Reform 76 7.2 5.6 
PRI 3.0 3.6 44 
Greens 40 31 28 
PLI 2.5 2.5 28 
Rete 5.0 “23 1.9 
Pannella List 8.0 2.1 1.2 
PSDI 1.0 19 2.7 
Others 45 6.1 $.1 














Data for the Leagues should be compared not only with data for the Northern League but with the entirety of the votes received by the Leagues: a 


little more than 10 perceni. 





It is Monday, 18 April, early in the afiernoon. Pestered 
by the TV news channels, Pannella, one of the refer- 
endum victors, dictates the final terms to the dying 
partyocracy, kindly offers support to a second Amato 
government, and threatens Occhetio with nothing less 
than a life sentence “when we get to the trial of the 
regime.” Nearby, Claudio Martelli, struck down by the 
Radical word on the road to Damascus, remains silent 
and listens religiously to his guru. Not long ago, when 
Craxi’s former dauphin was one of the most powerful 
men of the country, that scene would have appeared 
unreal. In the evening, in the television news studios, 
Pannella was treated kindly, even by LA REPUB- 
BLICA’s editor, Eugenio Scalfari, with whom he had 
certainly not maintained friendly relations. A few hours 
later, a poll by CIRM for television news channel 5 
placed him at the highest levels of popularity. Italians 
would like Marco as prime minister, after Segni and 
Giuseppe Ayala. What revenge on all those who for years 
had insulted and derided him as a kind of comic char- 
latan. He swears he never had any doubts about it. “The 
evolution of the situation proved I was right,” he 
declared to CORRIERE DELLA SERA at the end of 
March. And he added, “At this time I can say that those 
wishing to be with me should join me now.” 


Present in the old regime of parties, without ever having 
been a part of it, Pannella is gathering the fruits of a 


calculated duplicity. He can lash out at the corrupt 
persons of Payoff City and call for Radical honesty. But 
he can make a frontal attack on the “Jacobin™ judges, 
their abuse of power, and the means they adopt to make 
accused persons confess. He can point to Andreotti as 
the grand old man of the most obscure conspiracies. But 
at the same time he can be suspicious of the Mafia 
penitents, urging they not be considered oracles. He can 
fight for a new policy and continue to support the old 
one, providing asylum to all represes tatives of the old 
establishment who ask it of him. Pannella forcefully 
claims freedom of maneuver in all fields when he boidity 
asserts: “I can be the spirit of a government of attack or 
the opposition to an institutional government.” Such 
ambivalence allows him to gather support here and 
there. The moderate electorate appreciates his anti- 
Communism, certainly not softened by the emergence of 
the PDS. The progressive electorate does not forget the 
Radicals’ social battles in favor of divorce and abortion. 
And both recognize the incalcuiadle merit of his not 
having enriched himself at their expense. Today, the 
man who 15 years ago gagged himself in front of the 
television camera to denounce the RAI dictatorship, 
disposes at his own pleasure of the media, who are 
courting him. (If he won the battles of 30,000 registra- 
tions for the PR [Radical Party], he owes it to the great 
publicity build-up organized by all the principal public 
and private broadcasters.) 
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The impetuous electoral increase of the Radical leader 
was reported by all the public opinion polls. According to 
SWG analysts, Pannella’s movement appears to have an 
intensity simular to that registered by the Lega beginning 
in 1990, although without the same organizational struc- 
ture. Transitory or lasting, the Pannella phenomenon is 
making a breach among the battered Socialist leadership. 
Bereft of Craxi, they view without enthusiasm the efforts 
of Giorgio Benvenuto's secretariat. “Marco's strength is 
his tolerance. Many battles and the common lay outlook 
unite us with him,” said Salvo Ando, defense minister 
and supporter of the emergence of a new force for which 
Pannella might be the point of reference and attraction. 
The remains of the PSDI [Italian Socialist Democratic 
Party] regard him as their last hope, while there are even 
those in the PLI [Italian Liberal Party] who would wish 
he were in the post of Renato Altussimo, who is resigning. 
Finally, it is no longer a dream for Pannella to become 
the leader of a third force, an indicator on the scale 
between the conservative pole and the former Commu- 
nists. “I am thinking of a parliamentary group that 
would bring together the forces of the democratic center 
and left,” he declared on 19 April. 
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But when will the Radical leader manage to grasp that 
precious 8 percent? After the 18 April earthquake, the 
front for early elections has certainly become broader 
and stronger. In addition to the Lega, other forces that 
SWG indicates as growing stronger want to have elec- 
tions at once. These are Orlando's Rete, Communist 
Reform, and the MSI [Italian Social Movement]. Achille 
Occhetto also insistently asks for a renewal of the current 
Parliament, which 1s “at this point delegitimized.” And 
the DC, too, could find it more opportune to call citizens 
to the polls before Segni and his supporters can organize 
themselves for elections and conquer a good slice of the 
Catholic vote. The first effects of the carthquake 
announced by L"ESPRESSO's poll will be seen on 6 June 
when 10 million Italians will be called on to renew the 
municipal governments of cities such as Milan, Catania, 
and Ancona. It will be the occasion to put the new law for 
direct elections of mayor to the test, to expermment with 
new alliances, to sce emergent movements such as the 
Democratic Alliance at work, and to bury the old abbre- 
viations. Nothing will ever be the same as before 





At This Point, There Are Three Italies 








Results of the SWG-EXPRESSO poll in the traditional geographic subdivisions 
The Lege prevails in the north; PDS in the center, Christian Democracy in the south. 
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Northern League Leader Seen Maneuvering To 
Maintain Unity 


PM 1008174193 Milan IL GIORNALE in Malian 
7 May 93 p § 


[Daniele Vimercati report: “Bossi: ‘Scalfaro Must 
Resign’ 


[Text] Rome—It is a truce with [Prime Minister] 
Ciampi, but it is war with [President] Scalfaro 
[Northern League Secretary] Bossi, after his absten 
tionist U-turn over the government, has renewed h® 
attack on the Quirinale [presidential palace}: In Venice, 


¢ 


during tomorrow's Northern League federal assembly, 
he will present a plan leading to a call for the president of 
the Republic to resign. After the elections under the new 
electoral system, the head of state elected by the old 
chambers should also consider himself “devoid of legit- 
macy.” A jumble of hypotheses and unfounded rumors 
has been triggered on this subject, especially following 
the daily paper MILANO) FINANZA’s publication of an 
interview with Marco Formentini, League floor leader in 
the Chamber of Deputies, in which there 1s even talk of 
impeachment. The deputy tersely denied this. But there 
remains the report of a new attack by Bossi against 
Scalfaro, whom he compared only last week to Rasputin, 
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the czar’s wily adviser. The League's argument ts appar- 
ently purely political, and would lead to all institutional 
offices, at all levels, being set back to zero. 


A rumor has been circulating in League circles since 
yesterday according to which the leader has also spoken 
with Senate Speaker Giovanni Spadolini. The Palazzo 
Madama [Senate] denied this, but apparently the anti- 
Scalfaro operation has found sponsors in high places. 
Bossi does not hide the fact that he has Spadolin: in 
mind as the ideal successor to Scalfaro and guarantor of 
constitutional legality. It 1s mo coincidence that the 
Senate speaker, unlike Scalfaro, was elected with the 
League's votes and without those of the Democratic 
Party of the Left. But to find out more, League Deputy 
Roberto Maroni pointed out, we will have tu wait for the 
results of tomorrow and Sunday's debate in Venice: “It 
will be very interesting.” 


What 1s already clear is that Bossi 1s working to keep his 
movement vibrant, preventing splits and disputes from 
taking place after his sensational decision to abstain in 
the vote on the Ciampi government. He reiterated this 
decision yesterday: “The prime minister has earned our 
abstention,” he explained, “by emphasizing his govern- 
ment’s transitory nature and by placing electoral reform 
at the top of his list. He also gave us to understand that, 
if there is no agreement in parliament, he aims to 
photocopy the law which emerged from the referendum, 
namely a straight uninominal system, with which the 
League is in full agreement.” 


A section of the League does not appreciate or does not 
understand this thinking. There are a few cracks in the 
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League monolith too. Without causing a sensation. dis- 
content among the League's deputies 1s emerging over an 
abstention which, for the first ume, puts paid to the 
League's confrontational war of opposition. Only one of 
them is talking. Hardliner Giorgio Conca from Cremona 
said: “There is a lot of concern over how the movement's 
rank and file will respond,” and he added thai he was 
“not the only one to see it that way; half the parliamen- 
lary group is perplexed.” Will he disobey Bossi’s orders” 
“No, I do not think that would be appropriate, we obey 
team orders. But we will point out to him that, in the 
eyes of many of our voters, Ciampi still represents the 
old regime. To trust the man is a good thing: not to trust 
him might be even better.” 


That is the hardliners’ jungle cry: they are used to 
viewing the political scene as a duel between the good 
guys (the League) and the bad guys (everybody else). 
wheredy the former need only wait to see consensus 
increase until it reaches an absolute majority. Bossi's 
tactics—designed to carve oul parliamentary manev- 
vering space for the League and to prevent the formation 
of an “anti-League gang” capable of approving an elec- 
toral law that is not to the League's advantage— 
understandably fail to arouse much enthusiasm on the 


League's extremist wing. 


Bossi's leadership is not in danger, but to lose consensus 
now, on the eve of elections in Milan and Turin, could be 
dangerous for the League. Mayoral elections under a 
two-round system call for a “beeline for the center,” 
which Bossi has accelerated by abstaining over the 
Ciampi government. But the hardliners want to hear the 
staccato of his verbal Kalashnikov. Their request will be 
granted in Venice. 
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Regime Notes ‘All Options Remain Open’ on 
Bosnia Issue 
BRO705 145193 Madrid ABC in Spanish 7 May 93 p 17 


{Article by M. Abizanda: “Government Feels That All 
Options in Bosnia, Including Military Ones, Are Open— 
‘Santa Mana’ Class Frigate To Take Part in Embargo 
Enforcement Against Serbia—Garcia Vargas and Solana 
Ask For Increased International Pressure Against 
Former Yugosiavia™] 


[Text] The Spanish Government feels that the decision 
made by the Bosnian Serb Parliament regarding the 
Vance-Gwen peace plan is unacceptable. Defense Min- 
ister Julian Garcia Vargas and Foreign Affairs Minister 
Javier Solana asked for intensified international pressure 
against Serbia and Montenegro and announced the dis- 
patch of a new frigate to the Adriatic Sea. They also said 
that “all options remain open, although military mea- 
sures will not be taken hastily,” and rejected the asser- 
tion that Spanish aircraft had been offered for air strikes 
in the former Yugoslavia. 


Garcia Vargas and Solana emphasized that the crisis in 
the former Yugoslavia cannot be resolved by military 
means, but rather that the solution would have to 
involve the application of the Vance-Owen peace plan. 
In this respect, they said that “our country continues to 
be involved in the complex and difficult peace process.” 


After calling the resolution by the Bosnian Serbs Parlia- 
ment “irresponsible” and saying that the referendum to 
be held among the population of that area on the 
acceptance of the peace plan was “illegal,” they went on 
to say that they supported more intense international 
pressure against Serbia and Montenegro to force it into 
“total isolation.” However, they did not rule out the use 
of military action to force the Serbs to accept the 
proposals made by UN negotiators, since “all options 
remain open,” although force “will not be used hastily.” 
Such a measure would require a pnor resolution from 
the UN Security Council. Garcia Vargas, who did not 
want to go into specific details about possible military 
actions “because discretion is called for in these mat- 
ters,” did say, however, that it would not be necessary to 
deploy thousands of men, but that airborne operations 
would be enough. On the other hand, he did acknowl- 
edge that more than 60,000 soldiers would be required to 
put the Vance-Owen plan into effect. 


During the press conference held yesterday at the Min- 
istry of Foreign Affairs, the ministers repeatedly empha- 
sized that the primary objective of the international 
community was “to defend innocent civilians, for they 


are the ones who are really suffering the consequences of 


this war.” On this issue, they said that “we must be 


tenacious and patient, and bear in mind the human cost 
that this could have for the contingents deployed in the 
area. We must also coordinate the efforts of the interna- 
tional community and never act alone.” In this respect, 
they said that diplomatic contacts were being made 
yesterday with the United States, Russia, the United 
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Kingdom, and France, and that we would have to wait 
until the meeting of the EC General Affairs Council next 
Monday [10 May] before we could have a glimpse of 
specific measures. 


As regards Spanish participation in the conflict, the 
ministers denied that the government had offered F-18 
fighter aircraft to take part in air strikes in Bosnia. 
Garcia Vargas said that six F-18's had been offered to 
provide “eventual support for the planes currently 
patrolling the no-fly zone.” Although he said that Spain 


that this was not the right time to venture an opinion on 
what might happen, he made it clear that he did not rule 
out future participation, albeit within the context of an 
operation approved by the UN Security Council. 


More specific details were forthcoming on the dispatch 
of naval forces to the Adriatic Sea in order to enforce 
compliance with the embargo. Indeed, probably next 
week at the latest, a “Santa Maria™ class frigate will leave 
for the Adriatic. Along with another four units from 
other countries, it will reinforce the fleet already oper- 
ating in the area. This fleet is composed of jointly 
operated NATO and WEU [Western European Union] 
units. The ships may use their weapons to force boats 
heading for the former Yugoslavia to stop and undergo 
inspection. 

They also announced the next Danube voyage of a coast 
guard pairol boat with 47 agents, less than half of which 
will comprise the crew—the rest being special forces 
agents who will monitor the embargo along the Danube 
between Romania and Bulgaria. Similarly, as ABC 
reported yesterday, Spain will put half a battalion of 
Navy infantrymen at NATO's disposal for amphibious 
operations that may be carried if the Vance-Owen plan is 
implemented. However, the defense minister empha- 
sized that one of the current requirements for the above- 
mentioned battalion would be to increase the Canary 
Island unit to 1,500 men. 


Both Vargas and Solana spoke out against lifting the 
arms embargo on the Muslims, since such a move 
“would escalate the conflict.” 


a 


LD1005 162993 Prague CTK in English 1515 GMT 
10 May 93 


[Text] Madnd, May 10 (CTK)}—Spanish Premier Felipe 
Gonzalez said today that the Czech Republic was the 
most attractive East European country for Spain. 


Speaking at a press conference after talks with Czech 
Premier Vaclav Klaus, Gonzalez denied rumours that he 
had been opposed to the expansion of the European 
Community (EC) and thus to the integration of the 
Czech Republic into the EC. We stress adaptation 
implies problems, but every country has the mght to 
apply for admission, he said. 
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In this connection Klaus said that it is necessary to take 
a step towards the Czech Republic's quicker adaptation 
to the European Community. 

Summing up his talks with Gonzalez and Spanish Eco- 
nomics, Finance aid Commerce Minister Carios Sol- 
chaga, Klaus said: No differences of opinion exist 
between us as regards the importance of trade liberalisa- 
tion. 

Earlier today Klaus was received by Spanish King Juan 
Carlos. 


Klaus arrived for a three-day official visit to Spain on 
Sunday [9 May]. 


Trade Issues Discussed 


LD1005 165093 Prague Radiorurnal Radio Network in 
Czech 1500 GMT 10 May 93 


[Text] Czech Prime Minister Vaclav Klaus held talks in 
Madrid today with Spanish Economy and Finance Min- 
ister Carlos Solchaga and Spanish Prime Minister Felipe 
Gonzalez. 


Speaking at a news conference following the talks, 
Vaclav Klaus said the two countries hold identical views 
on the importance of trade liberalization. In dealing with 
this question, he expressed the belief that Spain, which— 
like the Czech Republic—is experiencing problems with 
exports of meat and milk, will support those who under- 
stand that other states, including the Czech Republic, 
should be given the opportunity to join the EC. Prime 
Minister Klaus also said he is pleased at the unanimity of 
views regarding the negative political consequences of 
EC's protectionism toward post-communist countries. 


Felipe Gonzalez confirmed that there is a high level of 
understanding between the Czech Republic and Spain. 
However, he admitted that, despite the unanimity of 
views, there are certain points of friction, particularly as 
regards steel exports. 


Military Leaders’ Criticism of Spanish Society 
Reported 


93ES0637A Madrid EL MUNDO in Spanish 16 Apr 93 
pp i, 14 


[Article by Jose L. Lobo: “Defense Publishes Harsh 
Criticisms of Political Situation by Military Leaders in 
Issue of CUADERNOS DE ESTRATEGIA Dedicated to 
‘The idea of Nationhood™”’) 


[Text] General Barahona: “All the constitutional provi- 
sions respecting national identity and defense are dispar- 
aged and under attack.” “There have emerged some 
widely supported nationalisms that seek to divide more 
than by unite, and we consider them dangerous and 
harmful.” 


Colonel Berrio (artillery): ““The government, trade 
unions, and employers are increasingly at each other's 
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throats over such knotty issues as the economy and 
citizen welfare.” “Opposition to the armed forces is the 
result of a skillful campaign to poison public opinion 
orchestrated by Marxist elements.” 


Colonel Jimenez (infantry): “An attitude of antimilita- 


msm, expressed as opposition to military service, has 
arisen based on doctrines of ‘soldiers’ ~ghts."” 


“The worst thing is the support they get from politicians 
who don't accept these obligations...and defend their 
antimilitarism on the basis of pacifistic and environmen- 
talist ideas.” 


Air Force Colonel Juste: “To a great extent the Spanish 
people have lost the concept of fatherland and the virtue 
of solidarity.” 


“We are seeing the intensification of an irrational and 
egoistic centrifugal force tending toward separation and 


Military leaders, in a document published by the 
Defense Ministry itself, have warned of a “moral disar- 
mament™ affecting Spanish society which in their 
opinion is manifesting itself in an “alarming” manner in 
the “absence of love of country.” 


In the document, titled “Present and Future of the Idea 
of Nationhood,” nine generals and colonels disparage 
the government's economic polic\', condemn separatism, 
and assert that those who promote antimilitarism are 
working to “weaken the nation. ° 


The document is in an issue of CUADERNOS DE 
ESTRATEGIA which summarizes the conclusions of a 
seminar on relations between society and the Armed 
Forces that was organized last year by the Higher 
National Defense Studies Center (CESEDEN), headed 
by General Juan Sosa Hurtado. 


The study, which CESEDEN has just published, presents 
the views of nine generals and colonels from the three 
services who harshly criticize the antimilitarism and lack 
of patriotism which in their opinion currently prevail in 
Spain, “with no objective other than to weaken the 
nation.” 


The military brass ail denounce the threat they see posed 
to the “idea of national identity” and insist on the need 
to inculcate patriotic feeling in the young, “as part of 
their education.” 


Brig. Gen. Ange! Barahona, an alumnus of the General 
Staff, asserts that “all the constitutional provisions 
respecting national identity and defense are disparaged 
and even under attack.” He believes “the prevailing 
materialism has inspired a clamor for rights, coinciding 
with a relinquishment of responsibilities.” 
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Indifference, Apathy 


In the opinion of this army general, “prospects could not 
be more depressing....since indifference, apathy, and 
withdrawal have unfortunately become all too 
common.” 


According to Francisco Berrio, an artillery colonel and 
another General Staff alumnus, “the big problem facing 
the Armed Forces is that society today ‘wants to believe’ 
that wars are a thing of the past, but unfortunately 
nothing could be further from the truth, and news 
reports remind us every day that war and the possibility 
of war are constantly present in one or another corner of 
the globe.” 


Co! errio adds: “Society, which is becoming increas- 
ingly materialistic and eg>istic, wants to live for today, 
soothing its conscience with illusions of total disarma- 
ment, utopian pacifism, and extreme antimilitarism, in 
az effort to banish all those traditional values that 
underlie commitment, solidarity, patriotism, and moral- 
ity.” 


For his part, Colonel Carlos Jimenez Martinez, an 
infantry officer who is likewise a General Staff alumnus, 
maintains that “many Spaniards do not believe the 
Armed Forces serve any legitimate purpose, a conse- 
quenc: of moral disarmament with respect to patrio- 
tism.”” He claims that “the old concept that the Armed 
Forces exist to provide for the nation’s defense has been 
banished.” 


Col. Jimenez Martinez deplores the growth of antimili- 
tarism in our country, which “opposes not only military 
service but the very existence of the Armed Forces- 
...based on doctrines of ‘soldiers’ rights’ which are used 
to promote disintegration and which directly weaken 
patriotism and thus attitudes towards national defense.” 


According to Fernando Juste, an Air Force colonel and 
General Staff alumnus, “the Spanish people have lost the 
concept of fatherland and the virtue of solidarity.” In his 
opinion, the degradation of the concept of “national 
defense” has been “more pronounced here than else- 
where in Europe.” 


Col. Juste adds: “Citizens must be trained to participate 
fully in everything that comprises the defense of the 
fatherland, and this doubtless will require an effort to 
combat secessionism,” since in his opinion we are seeing 
the “intensification of an irrational and egotistic centrif- 
«gal force tending toward separation and secession.” 


Separatism is one of the phenomena attacked most 
vehemently in the document. In that regard, Col. Berrio 
considers that “moral decay has reached such alarming 
proportions that even many of those who once sowed 
individualism and protest now lament the rampant 
separatism and prevalent lack of solidarity.” 
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Col. Berrio adds that “separatism is so brazen that some 
sectors of the media and sever.! political parties have 
become apologists for it, or pander to it at the local 
level.” 


Dangerous Nationalisms 


Gen. Barahona for his part opines that “there have 
emerged some widely supported nationalisms that seek 
to divide more than to unite, and to say the least we 
consider them dangerous and harmful.” 


The military leaders’ analysis of Spain’s current political 
economic situation is scarcely more comforting. 
According to Col. Berrio, “the autonomous communities 
are all dissatisfied with the degree of autonomy they 
have achieved, when the reality is that the majority of 
them could not handle it and don’t even realize it.” 


“From an economic point of view,” adds Francisco 
Berrio, “the government, trade unions, employers, and 
workers are increasingly at each other’s throats—with 
absolutely no consideration of the cu.amon good—over 
such knotty issues as the economy and the general 
welfare of the citizens.” 


As for the supposed climate of public rejection of the 
armed services, Col. Berrio indicated that the “‘opposi- 
tion to the Armed Forces is the result of a skillful 
campaign to poison public opinion, basically orches- 
trated by Marxist elements, abetted by ostensibly pro- 
gressive media organs, and exploited electorally by all 
the political parties to greater or lesser degree.”” 


In that regard, Col. Jimenez opines that, in the current 
climate of public rejection of military service and the 
Armed Forces, “proposals to make life easier by cutting 
defense spending have more appeal, particularly when 
supported by antimilitaristic doctrines based on paci- 
fistic or environmentalist ideas, with no objective other 
than to weaken the nation.” 


Participating in the seminar, in addition to the above- 
mentioned military leaders, were Colonels Alberto Ben- 
dito, Antonio Canalejo, Joaquin Prats, and Felipe 
Quero, as well as Naval Captain Santiago Gonzalez. 


Parties React to Criticism by Military Leaders 


93ES0637B Madrid EL MUNDO in Spanish 17 Apr 93 
pil4 


[Article by Jose L. Lobo and Alberto Piris: “Opposition 
Brands as ‘Fascist’ and ‘Irresponsible’ Military Criti- 
cisms of Political Situation’) 


[Text] Opposition parties converged yesterday in 
describing as “gravely irresponsible” both the harsh 
criticisms leveled by military leaders regarding the cur- 
rent political situation and the decision by the Defense 
Ministry to disseminate their views in an official publi- 
cation. 
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In a document just published by the Higher National 
Defense Studies Center (CESEDEN) under the title 
“Present and Future of the Idea of Nationhood,”’ a group 
of generals and colonels warned of the “moral disarma- 
ment” infecting society, disparaged the government's 
economic policy, condemned separatism, and rejected 
antimilitarism, asserting that those who defend it are 
trying to “weaken the nation.” 


Government spokesperson Rosa Conde said yesterday 
that such criticisms are “infrequent” in the Armed 
Forces as a whole, while the Defense Ministry through a 
spokesperson indicated that the ideas contained in the 
document “reflect only the opinions of its authors.” 


Lack of Control 


Santiago Lopez Valdivielso, defense spokesperson for 
the PP [People’s Party], said yesterday that “the publi- 
cation in an official organ of a series of commentaries of 
a highly political nature by vanous members of the 
Armed Forces is totally ir-,propriate and unfitting.” 


Lopez Valdivielso said that apart from any value there 
might be in the opinions of the military commanders, 
“Defense has acted in a gravely irresponsible fashion by 
permitting this sort of political commentary to appear in 
an official publication, an act that reflects lack of control 
within the department.” 


The PP spokesperson added nonetheless that “my party 
has absolute confidence in the Armed Forces as an 
institution that is fully integrated into the democratic 
system and fully respects the Constitution.” 


In Seville yesterday the PP’s deputy general secretary, 
Javier Arenas, described as a “delicate question” the 
statements of the high-ranking military officers and said 
some of the criticisms “might have been encouraged by 
officials inside the Defense Ministry itself,” though he 
expressed respect for freedom of conscience and indi- 
vidual thought, according to Mana Jesus Villalpando. 


Arenas, who described as “improper” some of the 
officers’ statements, nevertheless agreed with them 
about the crisis of values in Spanish society, “thanks to 
the fanning of rabid consumerism, speculation, and a 
culture that applauds excessive drinking.” 


According to Antonio Romero, defense spokesperson for 
United Left (IU), the document is “unpresentable 
because it has a fascist undertone that goes against 
constitutional law, because it deprecates pacifist and 
leftist ideals, and because it absolutely does not represent 
the thinking of the Armed Forces, the majority of whose 
cadres support democracy and the Constitution.” 


Worrisome Attitudes 


Romero noted that “this type of attitude concerns us, 
because it may upset the public, especially since this 
country has some very bad memories of the military,” 
adaing that “Defense is demonstrating its incompetence 
and covering itself with glory.” 
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The IU spokesperson added that “Felipe Gonzalez 
should be very pleased with this document, because it 
will permit him use the rhetoric of fear to garner votes, 
peddling the line that the PSOE [Spanish Social Workers 
Party] is the guarantor of nationa! uaity.” 


Joseba Azkarraga, congressional spokesperson for 
Basque Solidarity [EA], said: “Anyone who denounces 
us for defending refusal to serve should also point out 
that we will continue to do so, and that we are asking for 
the abolition of the Army as useless and pernicious to 
democratic society.” 


Azkarraga added that “if this society has to support an 
army, obsolete though it be, the government ought to 
require these officers to steer clear of areas proper to 
civilian society, because the days when the brass could 
impose their views are gone forever.” 


Finally, the secretary general of the CDS [Social and 
Democratic Center], Jose Luis Gomez Calcerrada, said 
the document “amounts to a serious, unjustified, and 
immoderate attack on democracy because of the alarm it 
creates in the populace, an attack moreover which does 
not accurately reflect the real situation in Spain.” 


[Box, p 14] 


Commentary by Alberto Piris, General From Antilena 


Nine hundred ninety out of 1,000 high-ranking officers 
in any army in the world, if asked about their complaints 
regarding social and political conditions in their country, 
would respond in terms much similar to those reported 
yesterday in these columns. 


Absence of “love of country” and “lack of national 
feeling among the citizenry” are perceptions typical of all 
military institutions, conservative as they are by nature 
and distrustful—in all countries subject to political tran- 
sitions—of anything that does not fit the rigid mold of 
traditional thinking. 


That these opinions should be the focus of analysis and 
study in an official center, and subsequently diffused by 
the press, is a natural result of living under a democratic 
regime. 


What is surprising in this affair, redundant as it may 
seem, is the surprise itself. No one should be amazed at 
what they read in yesterday's newspaper. 


As has been confirmed on various occasions, transition 
has moved faster in the political than in the military 
domain. 


It is not easy to consolidate democratic ideals in the 
military, when for decades just the opposite was the case: 
The idea used to be that the military was the real 
repository of the national conscience—if such a thing 
really exists—and the institution that served as the 
backbone of the fatherland, the one whose values should 
be inculcated into the citizenry. 
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On the other hand, we must recognize that the consump- 
tion-onented, individualistic, egoistic society engen- 
dered by the hegemony of the maximum economic profit 
criterion clearly encourages the type of criticisms found 
in this document, as does the somewhat atypical picture 
the nation’s political life has presented in recent years. 


Only the full exercise of democracy can teach the people 
not to fear the discordant note sounded by a few military 
voices. 


* ICP/Research Voting Intentions Poll Published 
93ES0635B Madrid DIARIO 16 in Spanish 26 Apr 93 
ps 


[Article by Jose Carlos Duque: “PP Ranks Less Than a 
Point From PSOE”) 


[Text] ICP/Research Poll for DIARIO 16: United Left 
[IU] gains, standing at 13.4 percent. The Greens achieve 
2.1 percent: a point and a half lower than their score two 
months ago. The CDS [Social and Democratic Center] 
has a slight rise in its vote expectations, and both CiU 
[Convergence and Union] and the PNV [Basque Nation- 
alist Party] hold their ground. 


The People’s Party [PP] ranks less than a point below the 
PSOE [Spanish Socialist Workers Party], with 33.4 per- 
cent, compared with the latter’s 34.2 percent, according 
to an ICP/Research poll. It was taken for DIARIO 16 
between 30 March and 16 April, with a sample of 1,000 
interviews. 


A week from the convocation of elections, the People’s 
Party representatives rank only 0.8 points below the 
Socialists. The PP’s voting intentions maintain their 
upward trend with respect to previous polls taken by the 
same polling company. 


Since the last poll conducted during February, the PP has 
gained 1.8 points, nsing from 31.6 to 33.4 percent. 
During this same period, the PSOE declined 2.1 percent, 
from 36.3 to 34.2 percent. 


United Left has experienced a slight rise in voting 
intentions. It gained 0.7 points since the last poll, 
moving from 12.7 to 13.4 percent. 


The Catalonian and Basque Nationalists retain their 
standings. Convergence and Union wins 5.2 percent of 
the votes, and the PNV receives 1.1 percent. 


Surprisingly, the Social and Democratic Center gains 
more than a point, rising from 1.7 percent in the last poll 
to 2.8 percent. 


Greens Decline 


The Greens decline in comparison with previous poll 
results. They dropped from 3.5 percent two months ago 
to 2.1 percent. That result, less encouraging for this 
political group, could be due to the reaction in Spain to 
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the meager success accrued by their fellow party mem- 
bers in France, when the expectations were far more 
favorable. The Greens did not win a single seat in the 
neighboring country. 


In comparison with the results obtained in the last 
elections, during 1989, the PP gained 7.6 points, rising 
from 25.8 to 33.4 percent. The PSOE dropped 5.4 
points, from 39.6 to 34.2 percent. United Left gained 4.3 
points, rising from 9.1 to 13.4 percent. The CDS lost 5.1 
points, declining from 7.9 to 2.8 percent. 


The Catalonian Nationalists had a slight increase. CiU 
rose from 5.04 to 5.2 percent; and the Basque National- 
ists in the PNV dropped from 1.24 to 1.1 percent. 


As for voting loyalty, in other words, the votes retained 
by each political group, the PP is the party that has kept 
it highest, whereas the CDS and the PSOE have the 
lowest degree of loyalty. 


A total of 92.8 percent of the previous PP voters in the 
1989 elections still give their vote to this party. The PP 
hardly loses any votes in favor of other groups (see 
annexed table). On the other hand, only 58.9 percent of 
the former PSOE voters, that is, slightly over half, will 
vote for it again. 


The PSOE loses its votes in favor of IU (9.5 percent) and 
PP (7.2 percent); while 17.5 percent of those who voted 
for the PSOE do not yet know the party for which they 
will cast their vote. 


IU retains a high degree of loyalty among its voters, as 
was demonstrated in previous polls. It scarcely loses any 
votes in favor of other parties, except for 3.8 percent 
going to the Greens. 


The data procured in this poll do not include the effect of 
the internal problems being experienced by IU and the 
CDS. 


Convergence and Union has a voting loyalty of 71.4 
percent, losing votes in favor of the PP (5.4 percent); and 
the CDS has the least voting loyalty, with 36.7 percent. 
Of its previous voters, 33.9 percent do not know now for 
whom they will vote; and 15.8 percent claim that they 
will vote for the PP. 


The voter participation estimated in this poll is 73.9 
percent, and the abstention, 26.1 percent, with results 
similar to those from previous polls. The main reasons 
for abstention are lack of political credibility (38 per- 
cent), ignorance of the platforms (21 percent), and lack 
of an appealing alternative (18 percent). 


More From the Left 


The majority of those polled describe themselves as 
being of the left (24 percent); the remainder, as left of 
center (20 percent), center (13 percent), right of center 
(12 percent), of the right (11 percent), far right (1 
percent), and far left (1 percent). 
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Those interviewed cite the PP as a party of the nght (62 . 
percent), or right of center (19 percent). They consider Political Poll (in percent) 
the PSOE a left of center party (37 percent), of the left Party 1989 Election April 1993 Poll 
(22 percent), center (14 percent), and right of center (9 nana 
percent). PSOE 39.63 34.2 
PP 25.8 33.4 
They regard IU as a party of the left (75 percent), leftof 9.1 13.4 
center (6 percent), or far left (9 percent). They categorize CiU 5.4 $.2 
the CDS as a fundamentally centrist party (52 percent). cps 79 28 
PNV 1.24 Ll 
The CiU is defined as a right of center party(17 percent), Greens 1.6 2.1 
and of the right (16 percent), and the PNV isdescribedas 63> panies 9 65 
a party of the right (14 percent), or right of center (12 
percent). Blank Vote 0.7 13 





Voting Loyalty and Switching (Future General Elections) 






































Loyal Votes (in PP PSOE IU ciU CDS Others New Voters* 
perceat) 

PP 92.8 7.2 _ 5.4 15.8 $.5 21 
PSOE 0.5 58.9 2.4 _ _ 3.6 | 21.6 
IU —_ 9.5 82.6 _ _ 1.8 9.2 
CiU —_ 1.1 _ 71.4 5.4 _ 1 
CDS 0.7 1.0 _ _ 36.7 14.5 44 
PNV = am mn an - 9 = 
Greens _ 0.2 3.8 8.2 _ 33.1 41 
Others 0.5 0.5 1.9 _ 8.2 9 11.6 
Abstention 1.5 3.6 — ~~ _ - 1.9 
Blank 0.1 0.5 — _ _ 23.5 22.5 
Don't know/no 3.3 17.5 9.4 33.9 33.9 15.8 25.7 
answer 


























In a vertical direction it is shown where cach party's votes will go in comparison with 1989. 
* New votes since 1989 











Changes in Voting Intention (in percent) 
































Party 89 Election Jal 92 Dec 92 Feb 93 Apr 93 
PP 25.8 28.0 30.0 31.6 33.4 
PSOE 39.6 40.2 35.5 36.3 34.2 
1U 9.1 9.2 11.9 12.7 13.4 
CiU 5.04 5.1 5.3 $.7 $.2 
CDS 7.9 2.5 2.2 1.7 2.8 
PNV 1.24 1.3 1.1 0.7 11 
Greens 1.6 * 3.1 3.0 3.5 2.1 
Others 9.0 7.6 9.5 5.0 6.5 
Blank Vote 0.7 3.0 1.5 2.8 1.3 




















* Percent of votes won among green parties in 1989 





Technical Record ¢ Sample error: + 3.2 percent for a significance of 95.5 
percent probability (2 sigma) 

¢ Sample selection: By the random route method; final 
selection of person interviewed by sex and age quotas 

¢ Type of interview: Personal, in the person's domicile 


¢ Area: National 
¢ Universe: Voting population 
¢ Sample size: 1,000 interviews 
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e Execution date: Information collected between 30 
March and 16 April 1993 

¢ Sample distribution: Proportional, and stratified by 
geographical zones and habitat sizes 

¢ Execution: ICP/Research 


* Vox Publica Voting Intentions Poll Published 


93ES0635A Madrid TIEMPO in Spanish 26 Apr 93 
pp 24-26 


[Article by Antonio Casado: “Half of Spaniards Con- 
sider Felipe Unworthy To Continue Governing’— 
introductory paragraph in boldface as published] 


[Text] According to an exclusive poll conducted by Vox 
Publica for TIEMPO and Antenna 3 Television, half of 
the voters do not think that the gc vernment's present 
prime minister should remain as head of the Executive 
Branch. The poll also reveals a great equality between the 
two leading candidates. 


The Socialists have a 3-point lead over the People’s Party 
[PP] in the electoral race that will end with the event on 
Sunday, 6 June, according to the poll taken by Vox 
Publica for TIEMPO and Antenna 3 Television. Three 
major conclusions are drawn from the poll, and we offer 
them to our readers. First, the awarding of seats projects 
a political map that makes governing difficult, because of 
the inevitable need for resorting to pacts with third 
political forces. Second, the PSOE’s [Spanish Socialist 
Workers Party] downward trend is occurring more rap- 
idly than the PP’s upward trend. And, third, a slight 
recovery is noticeable for the PSOE, compared with the 
most recent polls. 


As for the hand-to-hand battle to be waged during the 
precampaign and campaign penods by the respective 
candidates of the PSOE and PP, the poll reveals that half 
of the citizens (50.2 percent) believe that, in general, 
Felipe Gonzalez does not deserve to continue governing. 
However, he proves to have a slightly better rating as a 
leader (5.55) than Jose Maria Aznar (5.11). Insofar as the 
PP leader is concerned, he still bezrs the stigma of 
representing the traditional Spanish mght, although that 
perception has not reached the citizens in the youngest 
age bracket (18-29 years). The majority of them do not 
think that Aznar represents the old right. 


Counting on the resultant margin of error, the PSOE 
appears to have lost 8 percentage points, and the PP has 
gained over 3 since the last legislative elections held in 
Spain during October 1989. On that occasion the Social- 
ists won 39.6 percent of the vote, and the PP, 25.4 
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percent. That means that the Socialists’ decline 1s occur- 
ring faster than the PP candidates’ rise, as is quite 
discernible from the corresponding table. 


As for the rest of the political parties, the poll confirms 
the disappearance of the Social and Democratic Center 
[CDS] from the parliamentary spectrum, a considerable 
gain of seats for United Left [IU] (it would win over 10 
in the worst case), and a no less significant decline for 
Herri Batasuna [HB]. The latter would lose two seats 
(which it never used), and its percentage would drop 
from the |.12 obtained in the 1989 legislative elections 
to the 0.5 given it by the poll. 


The People’s Party was never so close to the Socialists in 
voting intentions as it is in this spring of 1993, according 
to all the polls published during the past two months. 
The one that we are offering now was taken between 
Tuesday, 13 April, when the OFFICIAL GAZETTE 
published the notice of the Chambers’ dissolution, and 
Friday, 16 Apmil. On those four days those queried 
learned about the two news conferences at which Felipe 
Gonzalez had just appeared: one, on Saturday, 10 April, 
at the Socialist headquarters on Ferraz Street, and the 
other, on Monday, 12 April, at Moncloa Palace. Never- 
theless, a televised speech by Jose Mana Aznar, deliv- 
ered on Wednesday night, 14 April, had only a partial 
impact, because by that time many of those polled had 
already given their responses to the pollsters, who had 
only 48 hours left to complete the field work. 


Socialist Gain 


Amid that downward tendency for the Spanish Socialist 
Workers Party and the rise for the People’s Party there is 
evidence of a slight gain for the Socialists, in comparison 
with the polls published by private institutions during 
the past two months. During March, one of them showed 
a virtual tie in the seats awarded, based on 33.9 percent 
for the PSOE and 33.3 percent for the PP. 


The only political event that might have influenced this 
slight gain, putting the People’s Party 3 points from the 
PSOE, is the convocation of early elections, and the 
already mentioned news conference held by Felipe 
Gonzalez after the Council of Ministers meeting on 
Monday, /2 April. 





The Leaders’ Popularity (score of 0-10) 




















1989 1993 
Felipe Gonzalez 4.79 $55 
Jose Maria Aznar 3.54 $.11 
Julio Anguita 3.88 | 5.05 
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Do you think that Jose Maria Aznar represents the traditional Spanish right? 

















Total Sex Age Recalled Vote in Oct 89 General Elections 
M F 18-29 was + PSOE PP w Nation- Others 
alists 

Yes 40.4 41.3 39.6 40.0 418 39.2 449 %4 56.8 419 35.4 
No 38.3 449 32.5 43.1 41.1 ».9 33.6 50.6 “9g 479 442 
Don't 21.4 13.8 27.9 16.9 16.8 29.9 21.5 13.1 8.3 10.1 20.4 
know/no 

answer 









































Next, I'll read to you two statements expressing contradictory opinions of the government's prime minister. Please tell 
me the one with which you agree. 














Felipe Gonzalez, in general, deserves to continue governing 37.8 
Felipe Gonzalez, in general, doesn't deserve to continue governing $0.2 
Don't know/no answer 12.0 








Do you have the impression now that whoever wins will do so by an absolute majority, or that no one will have that 











majority? 
Whoever wins will do so by an absolute majonty 11.2 
No one will have a majority 79.4 
Don't know/no answer 94 











Which party do you think will win the next elections? 


























PSOE 48.6 
PP 29.5 
1U 04 
CDS 0.1 
CiU 0.1 
PNV 0.1 
Others 0.6 
None 1.7 











Intention Plus Sympathy (Basis: decided vote) 



































Total Recalled Vote in Oct 89 General Elections Seats Antici- 
pated 
Seats 
PSOE PP 1 CDS CU PNY Others | 1989 1993 
PSOE 31.6 67.8 1.5 1.6 9.6 1.4 _ 94 175 145-160 
PP 28.6 13.2 94.5 5.0 $0.1 12.4 5.9 19.5 107 138-149 
IU 94 49 1.3 84.1 2.1 2.6 — $.1 18 24-28 
CDS 1.5 0.8 0.2 _ 25.5 oo — - 09 14 _ 
CciU 3.1 0.9 _— _ _ 74.2 _ 0.7 17 16-18 
PNV 0.9 =_ _ _ ~ _ 85.3 0.4 5 5-6 
Hern Batasuna 0.5 _ — _ — — _ 3.2 4 2-3 
HB 
Andalusian Party 0.4 0.1 = = a 1.4 -— 24 2 _ 
The Greens-Green 0.8 0.5 ~ 0.5 ao _ — 19 -- | 
List LV 
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Intention Plas Sympathy (Basis: decided vote) (Continued) 
Total Recalled Vote in Oct 89 Genera! Elections Sean Astic+ 
paied 
Seats 
PSOE PP ie CDS cw PNY Others 1989 1993 
Valencian Union 0.3 0.1 _ ~— _ _ _ 18 2 1-1 
UV 
Basque Solidanty 0.3 _ — — —_ _ _ 22 2 1-1 
EA 
The Ecologist 1.6 03 — 04 18 03 — 84 _ _ 
Greens LVE 
Basque Left EE 0.1 _ a — = a _ 08 2 a 
Left o8 0.1 _ -- _ 5.0 _ 45 _ 1-1 
of Catalonia ERC 
0.3 0.2 0.1 06 03 — _ 1.2 I o1 
alist Party PAR 
0.! - _ — = ~ - 09 1 ~ 
Groups of the 
Canary Islands 
AIC 
Others 2.2 11 09 0.9 2.1 _ _ 78 _ _ 
Will vote blank $.2 3.5 1.1 2.7 40 2.7 2.5 20.6 — a 
Will not vote 12.3 6.5 os | 4) 45 - 6.3 49 — - 
Which party would you prefer to win the elections? 
PSOE 25.3 
PP 28.5 
1U 74 
CDSs 1.0 
CciU 2.1 
PNV 0.2 
Others 3.3 
Don‘! know/no answer 248 
Evaluation of Leaders (score of 0-10) 
Total Sex Aye Recalled \ one in Oct 89 Genera! Elections 
M F 18-29 w+ + PSOE PP Ww CDS cw PNY Onbens 
Felipe 5.55 5.61 $49 498 5.64 5.99 7.23 3.99 4.75 5.06 468 3.42 485 
Gonzalez 
Jose Marna $.11 5.19 5.04 478 5.16 5.39 412 7.73 361 6.75 5.68 5.94 $.04 
Aznar 
Juho Anguita 5.05 $.17 494 $19 $.2) 4.75 495 4.70 7.62 5.63 45) 3.89 $.33 
Jordi Puyol 4.7) 4.75 4.66 44!) 484 488 4% 5.3% 3.32 499 7.94 5.78 5.04 
Javier Arzalluz 3.94 402 3.85 40! 41! 3.66 4.15 3.25 3.67 416 5.68 5.76 3.99 
Alfonso 2.% 3.05 2.86 3.06 3.02 ) 2.78 4 1.06 3.4% 2.48 1.38 1.14 2.54 
Guerra 
Manuel! F raga 42) 433 42! 418 433 | 3.21 6.71 2.77 $64 4.52 2.97 4.54 


















































FBIS-WEUL-93-089 
11 May 1993 


SPAIN 


45 





Which would you prefer: that whoever wins will do so with an absolute majority, or that no one will have an absolute 











majority? 
That whoever wins will do so with an absolute mayornty %8 
That no one will have an absolute majonty $1.2 
Don't know/no answer 12.1 











Changes in Vote Percentages of the Leading Parties, 1982-93 (on a scale of 0-50) 









































1982 19% 1989 1993 
PSOE 483 43.3 39.6 31.6 
PP | 26.3 | 26.1 25.4 28.6 
CDS(UCD) | 6.9 | 92 78 1s 
IU(PCE) | 39 ] 46 9.2 94 
CiU 36 I $.0 $.3 3.1 
PNV 18 | 15 13 0.9 
Technical Record [Jauregui] Winning the elections, unquestionably. More- 


Research technique: Computer-assisted telephone inter- 
view. Geographical area: National. Universe: General 
population aged 18 years and over. residing in house- 
holds with a telephone. Sample: 6,200 interviews 
obtained through a stratified polyphasal sampling by 
provinces and size of the municipality of residence. The 
sample was divided into two subsamples: one of 2,400, 
proportional to the population compnising the universe, 
to which was added a second subsample of 3,800 inter- 
views distributed on the provincial level, proportional to 
the size of the habitat, so as to optimize the provincial 
sample errors. For the final selection of the individual to 
be interviewed, sex and age quotas were applied. Sam- 
pling error: plus or minus 1.12 percent for the overall 
sample, with 2 confidence level of 95.5 percent, and 
p = q = 50. Field work date: from 13 to 16 April 1993. 
Execution: VOX PUBLICA, S.A. Direction: Alfonso del 
Corral. 


Basque Socialist Secretary General Interviewed 


93ES0636A Madrid TIEMPO in Spanish 26 Apr 93 
pp 33-36 


{Interview with the secretary general of Basque Social- 
ists, Ramon Jauregui, by Ana de Benavides; place and 
date not given: “PSOE Cannot Repeat Absolute Major- 
ity” —first paragraph is TIEMPO introduction] 


[Text] He has become one of the strong men in the PSOE 
[Spanish Socialist Workers Party] and one of Felipe’s 
confidants as the elections approach. A member of the 
party's Election Strategy Committee, Ramon Jauregui is 
one of those “chosen” to design the Socialists’ campaign. 
The secretary general of Basque Socialists says that he 
does not care about being on any slate because he intends 
to be the next /ehendakari (Basque president). 


[Benavides] What are you more worried about: the 
PSOE’s internal crisis or winning the elections” 


over, I do not think that there 1s a crisis as such. What we 
have 1s an open debate inside Spanish socialism that we 
will have to cope with calmly at the next congress. But 
this is not a crisis; these are new times, and therefore 
there are new needs. 


[Benavides] You are talking about winning the elections 
at a trme when the PSOE is not in the best shape. 


[Jauregui} The 1989 elections were certainly better, but 
this is not the issue. Elections had to be held in 1993, and 
we are going to hold them. What the party has to do is 
offer the electorate the chance to renew its confidence, 
and this 1s what we are working on. 


[Benavides] And how are you going to succeed in 
restoring that confidence? 


[Jauregui] Our message is based on three points. The first 
is Felipe Gonzalez the candidate. The second is to offer 
an irovative program. Thirdly, we have in our favor the 
fact that the majority ideological sentiments of Span- 
iards are on the center-left. We have to work hard to win 
back the voters who have believed in us, to overcome 
their disenchantment, and to once again be a progressive 
majority for governing Spain. 


[Benavides] Aren't there two other key issues: economic 
policy and unemployment? What are you going to say to 
the unemployed workers who are making the lists at 
INEM [National Employment Institute] longer every 
day” 


[Jauregui] Unemployment is not the result of the failure 
of the government's economic policy; rather, it is a 
consequence of the international economic situation. 
This is what we are going to tell the voters, and also that 
no one is going to do a better job than Felipe Gonzalez. 


[Benavides] You do not have much time to convince 
them. 
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[Jauregui] This is a difficult assignment because we 
really have just a few days to win back their affections, 
but it is going to happen, perhaps without enthusiasm. I 
am convinced that a major percentage of the undecided 
voters are going to trust Felipe’s mgor and stature and are 
not going to place their trust in Aznar. If we were up 
against a different right and a different leader, perhaps 
that possibility could be considered, but not with the 
current ones. 


[Benavides] A major segment of the population does not 
feel the same way. 


[Jauregui] Neither Aznar nor the Spanish mght conveys 
stature, confidence, or reliability. The only thing that 
they have proven to have over the past three years 1s a 
huge capacity for destruction and erosion. Behind the 
youthful vanguard that they deliberately put out front 
there are a lot of recalcitrant mghtwingers who are 
neither responsible nor rigorous. 


[Benavides] Jose Marna Cuevas must not think as you 
do, because he 1s clearly behind the PP [People's Party]. 


[Jauregui] This deserves a meaningful political analysis. 
The country’s businessmen and financial powers have 
started mobilizing in light of the possibility that the PP 
might win the elections. They have a single objective: to 
be in control. If the right wins, it will mean political 
power losing out to financial power. 


[Benavides] The unions do not seem to trust the PSOE 
either now. 


[Jauregui] For years the unions have been taking an 
independent stand vis-a-vis political parties. But | am 
certain that aside from what they might be saying offi- 
cially, their affiliates and the workers are with the PSOE. 


[Benavides] Let us assume that Aznar wins at the ballot 
box on 6 June. 


[Jauregui] We will give them the opportunity to do what 
they have not yet said they will do. If Aznar wins, I can 
say only that the people are always mght, even if they 
make a mistake, but it would be a historic error that 
would hurt all of Spain. A PP victory would bring us a 
weak government in the face of regional pressures and an 
introverted government vis-a-vis Europe. 


[Benavides] And what about a PSOE victory? 


[Jauregui] It would bring Spain the balance in economic 
and foreign policy that only Felipe Gonzalez can bring. 
We need four more years, four key years. Then we shall 
see. There is the danger that France, Germany, and the 
Benelux countries will build a single Europe for them- 
selves and throw us out. What we have at stake in these 
elections is the to be or not to be of the year 2000. The 
answer is Felipe Gonzalez and the PSOE. The party has 
to tell Spaniards that we represent confidence in the 
future. It is true that there is disenchantment, but 
disenchantment is not a disease, it does not mean 
switching to the other side. We must be able to regain 
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people's trust and to convey to Spaniards that we are 
prepared to correct everything that we have not done 
well. 


[Benavides] Are you considering the possibility that the 
PSOE will lose its absolute majority? 


{Jauregui] Yes. 
[Benavides] Do you sense it, think 1, or believe it? 


[Jauregui] I sense that an absolute majority cannot be 
repeated, but | trust that we will have a solid governing 
majority. With 160 deputies we would have enough of a 
foundation to govern. 


[Benavides] But with that number of deputies you would 
have to ally with the PNV [Basque Nationalist Party]. 


[Jauregui] With the PNV and a wide variety of parties. 
With a majority like that a wide variety of pacts are 
possible, even specific ones, and not necessarily in a 
single direction. 


[Benavides] At what price would you be willing to ally 
with the PNV? 


[Jauregui] The price is always the governability of Spain. 
When we speak of the PNV, we are speaking of a very 
small contribution from a quantitative standpoint. We 
have to include the Cil) [Convergence and Union], 
which lends substance to pacts from a numerical per- 
spective. Let us be clear about this: Six PNV deputies is 
not very much. 


[Benavides] Negotiations with Basque and Catalan 
nationalists do not look at all easy. The specter of 
separatism 1s always there. 


[Jauregui] That depends. A Socialist government is 
never going to endanger Spain's general interests. Felipe 
has said this a thousand times. Governing Spain means 
governing it as a single country, as a single state, not 
under regional pressures. | greatly fear, though, that 
under the present-day right wing in Spain (the Spanish 
cedilla as it is called derogatorily because it is not even 
like CEDA [Spanish Confederation of Autonomous 
Rightists, a pre-Civil War political party]), there are 
going to be so many local pressures that they will 
confront Spain with a serious dilemma. Spain needs 
decisionmaking with a view towards the general interest, 
and the nationalists must realize that this sets the limit, 
the limit of the PSOE and of its secretary general. 


[Benavides] What do you think of the fact that Xabier 
Arzallus has iowered his demands and no longer talks 
about pacification or infrastructure? 


[Jauregui] The PNV is positioning itself in the expecta- 
tion that no government will have a sufficient majority 
and that it can apply more pressure. Although its sym- 
pathies are well-known, | think that it is closer to the 





FBIS-WEU-93-089 
11 May 1993 


PSOE than to the PP. In any case, however, we cannot 
forget that the nationalists have a very mercantilist 
approach in these matters. 


[Benavides] What price has the PSOE paid for the Filesa 
affair? 


[Jauregui] The price of having the party itself admit that 
things have to be done better. Moreover, though, we have 
learned two lessons: to remove in time something that could 
have been very harmful to the system, and to let go of people 
who try to get nch at the cost of our financing. The PSOE 
has to strengthen the distinguishing characteristics that it 
has always claimed, which are austernty and ethical politics. 


[Benavides] It seems that the Spanish public no longer 
believes in such ethics after the slate was wiped clean on 
the Filesa affair last Easter Saturday. 


[Jauregui] The public was not demanding that the PSOE 
commit hara-kin en masse. It would be unfair and politi- 
cally destabilizing to extend the guilt of a few to the entire 
party. It is a complete lie to claim that corruption is 
widespread in politics and society. None of the political 
decisions that are made every day in Spain, from the lowest 
councilman to the prime minister, are colored by blackmail 


Of esfruption. 


[Benavides] You are among the “chosen ones” on the 
PSOE’s Election Strategy Committee. Yet your name 
does not appear on the slates. 


[Jauregui] | have no interest in serving in the Spanish 
parliament ai the moment. The Basque autonomous com- 
munity elections are going to be held within a year, and | 
intend to run for /ehendakari My goal now is to make my 
contnbution to winning the elections. After that | return to 
my little house. 


[Benavides] As someone who is very close to Felipe 
Gonzalez, do you think that during the PSOE’s “biack 
week” he considered the possibility of resigning? 


[Jauregui] No. This ts speculation that he himself cut 
short in private remarks. What has been brought up is to 
have the party take charge of this penod under his 
leadership. Felipe is our candidate, so we have to accept 
the corollaries that arise from this fact. 


[Benavides] Would he step down as party secretary 
general if the PSOE loses the elections? 


[Jauregui}] | do not think that he will give up the party 
leadership under any circumstances. His presence is the key 
to meeting the challenge facing Spanish and European 
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socialism. The European Socialist Party as an agenda and 
the progressive ideology of the last part of this century have 
yet to be developed. Felipe is an essential leader in accom- 
plishing this. This is why he must remain secretary general. 


[Benavides] Could he make this compatible in 1995 with 
the presidency of the European Commission? 


‘Jauregui] You are speculating on the possibility that the 
PSOE will lose the elections. Felipe Gonzalez has agreed to 
run once again as the Socialist candidate for two reasons: 
Spain is at a very ticklish juncture, and Europe requires 
strong, democratic leaders. His departure from politics mght 
now would have been unpardonabie in the eyes of Spain and 
the left. 


[Benavides] They are making his continued presence in 
politics very difficult. All Alfonso Guerra does is set condi- 
tions for him. 


[Jauregui] I think, rather, that Felipe Gonzalez is the one 
setting conditions and the one carrying out the process. 


[Benavides] But what do you have to say about the electoral 
slates, most of the people on which are from the Guerra 
faction? 


[Jauregui] | cannot answer you, or even give you a quanti- 
tative assessment by putting labels on the various individ- 
uals. What sort of label would you put on Manolo Chaves, or 
Corcuera, or Felix Pons? I refuse to play that game. The hub 
of the PSOE is Felipe Gonzalez; this is what is important 
and of consequence. Everything else is superfluous to me. | 
do not care who is in the Guerra faction or who describes 
himself as a “renewer.” Those labels are more the language 
of the mass media than a reflection of realities within our 


party. 


[Benavides] So you do not agree with other members of 
the PSOE that Guerra won by a wide margin in the 
recent crisis? 


[Jauregui] I refuse to make judgments about winners and 
losers. 


[Benavides] Do you also refuse to admit the existence of 
internal struggles? 


{Jauregui] In recent times we have certainly experienced 
episodes that have not been consistent with the image of a 
cohesive, disciplined, and coherent party. But all of this 
does not foreshadow an internal crisis; it indicates the need 
for a profound ideological debate that we will carry over to 
the next congress. There we will have to strengthen the core 
of the party. 





FBIS-WEU-93-089 


48 SWITZERLAND 11 May 1993 
‘T Asylum’ Granted Former Afghan Mr Wakil had successfully appealed against a decision in 
Foreign Minister January rejecting his asylum request. Mr Wakil, who was a 


LD0705093893 Bern Swiss Radio International in 
English 0900 GMT 7 May 93 


[Text] Switzerland has given temporary asylum to ‘Abdol 
Wakil, the former foreign minister of Afghanistan. A gov- 
ernment spokeswoman confirmed a newspaper report that 


member of the communist government ousted in 1992, 
sought asylum after saying he had been threatened in 
Afghanistan and Russia. 
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Denmark 
Nyrup Rasmussen ‘Indignant’ Over EC Aide's 
Remarks 


PM 1005 153093 Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 7 May 93 p § 


[Michael Kuttner and Bo Jeppesen report: “Nyrup Is 
Angry Over EC Commissioner's Views”) 


[Text] New York—A clearly indignant Poul Nyrup Ras- 
mussen was readying himself yesterday evening to make 
a personal complaint about EC Commissioner Martin 
Bangemann to EC Commission President Jacques 
Delors. In a newspaper interview earlier in the day, 
Bangemann attracted attention by saying that the EC is 
on its way toward becoming a federal state with a single 
governmeni and parliament if Denmark and Britain 
approve the Maastricht treaty. 


The prime minister's early morning mood received a few 
dents when he was briefed on Bangemann’s vision on the 
first day of his visit to the United States. “! do not attach 
great weight to his views. But unfortunately they have 
such an effect that they could be misused by the June 
Movement, and they could give rise to fear and uncer- 
tainty. It is most unfortunate, and I would advise Bange- 
mann to keep his views to himself in future. They sow 
confusion,” Nyrup Rasmussen told BERLINGSKE 
TIDENDE. 


The Danish prime minister said that he will tell Delors 
what he thinks of the German commissioner. Nyrup 
Rasmussen and Delors will both mect U.S. President 
Clinton in Washington today. 


In an interview with CNN yesterday morning Nyrup 
Rasmussen said that a two-thirds majority for Maas- 
tricht in the 18 May referendum would be “very, very 
pleasing.” 

In Denmark the reactions to EC Commissioner Martin 
Bangemann’s remarks vary from shakes of the head to 
gratitude. 


Martin Bangemann told WALL STREET JOURNAL 
EUROPE that the Maastricht treaty means that there is 
not simply the vision of a loose alliance of independent 
countries, if the treaty is approved in Denmark and 
Britain. “They will have to accept that there are other 
Europeans who have their own political ideas,” Martin 
Bangemann said. 


The June Movement will write to Bangemann and ask 
him to give concrete examples of how his federal state 
will develop: “Martin Bangemann deserves thanks for 
having described the political realities to the Danes,” 
said Niels I. Meyer of the June Movement. 


Economics Minister Marianne Jelved (Radical Liberal 
Party) can only shake her head at the remarks from the 
EC commissioner: “Bangemann is a figure of fun, a sort 
of Pierrot. His voice counts nowhere. Well, yes, it counts 
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when he votes in German elections. It 1s politicians and 
governments which make the decisions about the future, 
and no one else. That is why this will not amount to 
anything,” she said. 


Progress Party leader Pia Kjaersgaard believes that 
Bangemann’s remarks are “the truth” about the devel- 
opment of the EC: 


“The Edinburgh agreement 1s a declaration which sets 
out to meet Denmark's reservations but which 1s not 
worth a thing.” she said. 


Socialist People’s Party leader Holger K. Nielsen 
attached greater importance to what has been decided 
than to what a com missioner wants: “In the Edinburgh 
agreement we remain outside a federal state, for what is 
a federal state without a common currency, without 
common defenses, without a common police force, and 
without common citizenship” 


Conservative People’s Party political spokesman Hen- 
ning Dyremose said that those “who want a United 
States of Europe will quite simply lose the political 
debate.” 


SF's Nielsen on Little Persuasion of Voters on EC 


PM 1005155093 Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 8 May 93 p § 


[Louise Fleischer and Christian Brondum report: 
“Holger K. Nielsen: Difficult To Persuade SF Voters”) 


[Text] Tilst—A couple of journalists tried to tease him 2 
little. But the Socialist People’s Party's [SF] Holger K. 
Nielsen did not appear to think it particularly amusing 
that he was forced to admit from the speaker's rostrum at 
the SF's national conference yesterday that the party has 
not succeeded in persuading the party's voters to swallow 
the Edinburgh agreement. The most recent opinion polls 
show that only one SF voter in five will vote “yes” on 18 
May. 


“We all know that on the Edinburgh agreement there is 
disagreement in our party, and that we have not suc- 
ceeded in demonstrating the correctness of our decision 
to our voters. Naturally, this is a problem we must take 
seriously,” Holger K. Nielsen said. 


“} will not give you any deep analysis of why we have not 
succeeded in winning a hearing for our arguments. I will 
simply mention one thing—namely that the EC debate ts 
highly charged emotionally,” the party chairman said. 


But the internal disagreement about a “yes” or a “no” to 
the Edinburgh agreement was not a major topic of 
discussion at the first day of the national conference. 
Only the same three or four opponents tned to get an 
argument going 


“IT am only happy that the party has not succeeded in 
persuading the voters that they should vote “yes,” Arne 
Nygren from Hobro said 
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“For a ‘yes’ is a “yes.” It makes no difference whether you 
run or crawl into the fertilizer tank. Your are up to your 
neck in shit esther way,” he said. 


Finland 


* Newspaper Comments on Aho's Economic 
Package 


G93EN0394D Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 2 Apr 93 p 2 


[Editonal: “Crises Should Be Avoided” ] 


[Text] The program to restore the economy to a state of 
balance that is to be considered by the Esko Aho govern- 
ment is an exceptionally austere one, even compared 
with budget cuts made up to now that make one’s hair 
stand on end. Although the exact contents of the pro- 
gram are still secret, 1 is even now apparent that the 
growth of the national debt will keep the tax burden on 
ordinary Finns at a point of maximal strain throughout 
this entire decade. 


Unfortunately, not even this will be enough. The cost of 
servicing the debt will rise to an absurd level within the 
next few years if the national debt is allowed to rise to 70 
percent of the gross national product, as contemplated 
by the Ano government. The cost of servicing the debt, 
which will nse from 30 to 40 billion markkas during 
1996-97, means that present-day basic security cannot 
be protected, not even with the aid of taxes that place a 
maximal strain on citizens. 


Heavy taxes and cuts in social security will make our 
standard of living even lower than 11 is at present unless 
there is some sort of miraculous change in the economy, 
something no one believes will happen. And even if the 
economy should begin to recover soon, not even that 
would provide relief for taxpayers for many, many years. 


How SAK [Central Federation of Finnish Trade Unions] 
chairman Lauri [halainen took the latest reports of the 
new cuts was hardly a very big surprise to anyone. 
Ih=' > described the cuts as shocking. When the 
ew ° i} government's new economic program are 
i. . 1c, they will also be quaking in their boots in 
the gove’ at's own ranks. Cuts in pensions and child 
benefits .. cil as the elimination of index increases are 
a bitter pill for all members of parliament to swallow— 
not to mention the new tax increases and the rise in wage 
earners’ contributions to unemployment insurance. 


Since the government in addition intends to push 
through flexibility in the labor market—by force if 
necessary—it would be no wonder if history were to 
repeat itself. For two years in succession the government 
and labor leaders have failed to reach agreement in 
negotiations between themselves. Last year their bick- 
ering led to the threat of a general strike. All of the 
elements of a major conflict are also at hand now. 
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At this time it would be of vital smportance for the 
government, the opposition, and the labor ieaders to be 
careful mght from the very start not to needlessly bring 
disputes to a head with violent statements. In the 
Eduskunta the prime minister modified the finance 
minister's statements about tight schedules. The threat 
to push the labor resolutions through by force if neces- 
sary is still in effect. Ihalainen is not particularly con- 
structive cither since he makes strongly worded com- 
ments on the government's economic program based on 
first impressions. The program can only be honestly 
evaluated when it is viewed in its entirety. 


Haven't the government and the labor leaders learned 
anything from their failures of iast year” There is no need 
to nourish an atmosphere of mistrust. li already exists. 
Now would be the time to once again try to reach an 
understanding. This, however, presupposes that the SAK 
will stop entertaining hopes of bringing down the gov- 
ernment and the government of crippling the labor unson 
movement. 


The concern over the nation’s economy is a common 
one. The current level of government spending ts dirmen- 
sioned mainly on the Harm Holkeri government's last 
budget and in the atmosphere of endless prosperity of 
the period. Despite its tough statements, the Aho gov- 
ernment has not gotien government spending under 
control. Furthermore, it has put together two growth 
budgets on top of the foundations laid by the Holken 
government while government revenue from taxes has at 
the same time plummeted because of the recession and 
the heavy taxes that feed the recession. 


No matter who is in power, in the final analysis it is 
always ordina, , Finns who have to pay for the mistakes 
made by the private sector in its investments, bank 
subsidies, and the national debt. The damage has already 
been done. Now we should reach an understanding on 
economic policy, by means of which the damage caused 
by the growth of the debt can finally be brought under 
control. 


Aho Government Defeats No-Confidence Vote 


AU 1105134293 Paris AFP in English 1323 GMT 11 
May 93 


[Text] Helsinki, May |! (AFP}—The four-party centre- 
right Finnish coalition government of Prime Minister 
Esko Aho defeated a no-confidence motion on Tuesday 
[11 May}. 


The motion on the government's economic policy, called 
by the opposition Social Democrat Party and supported 
by the leftist alliance (former communists), was defeated 
by 103 to 76 votes. 


The government, which was set up im April 1991 after 
general ciections, includes Aho's Centre Party, the Con- 
servatives, the Christian Party and the Swedish Party, 
which represents the Swedish- speaking minority in 
Finland. 
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Finland enjoyed high and relatively stable economic 
growth throughout the 1980s. but the country is now 
suffering its worst recession in decades. 


The unemployment rate is over 17 percent, and only last 
week the ministry of finance estimated that gross 
national product (GNP) would fail a further 0.5 percent 
this year. 


in 1992 GNP fell 3.5 percent, compared with a fall of 6.4 
percent in 1991. 


ol iad of Estonian Unit To Hurt Paper 


934K092°Z Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 6 Apr 93 p BT 


[Article by Jorma Rotko: “Paper Plant Turns Abroad for 
Help”} 


[Text] The bankruptcy of the Estonian Kehra Paper 
Plant threatens the whole township of Kehra, which is 
located about 40 kilometers southeast of Tallinn. 


The plant has been idle since the end of November, due 
to a shortage of capital, and about a month ago, it 
officially filed for bankruptcy. 


During a creditors’ meeting on Monday of last week, a 
resolution was made to attempt to restart the plant. It 
was determined during the meeting that by selling the 
assets of the plant only a fraction of the outstanding 
claims could be met. 


A large number of the creditors are forest owners who 
have sold raw lumber to the plant. Also among the 
creditors. however, is the Ahist om Group, which is 
owed about |.7 million markkas for digester repairs at 
the plant 


Kehra is the largest paper mill in Estonia. It was founded 
in 1938, during the era of the old Estonian republic. 
From a Finnish perspective the plant 1s small. Its highest 
annual production ever was 64,000 tons of cellulose. 


The plant has three paper making machines. Of these, 
one 1s More a Museum piece than a production unit, as it 
was built in 1905. The Kehra plant has produced unb- 
leached packaging paper and also has a subdivision 
producing paper sacks 


The bankruptcy trustee, Kaun Rattus, would also be 
happy to see foreign capital helping in bailing out the 
Kehra plant 


“We are willing to look at all kinds of suggestions,” he 
Stated and noted that contacts have been made with 
Finland, Canada. and Germany. The current paper 
market situation does not give rise to high hopes for 
outside heip. unless someone becomes interested in the 
long-range potential of Estonia's forest resources. 


Jun Lillsoo, township manager for Kehra, stated that the 
whole community 1s jeopardized by the failure of the 
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plant. As was customary under the Soviet system, the 
plant arranged for everything in the township, from 
kindergartens to municipal heating. Afier the closing of 
the plant, almost everything just limps along. 


The bankruptcy estate continues to fall further into debt 
at the pace of 7,000 markkas a day, as it continues to 
heat the buildings in Kehra with heating oi! purchased at 
world market prices. 


Of the 4,000 residents in Kehra, 3,000 live in housing 
units owned by the plant. Some 700 people were laid off 
from the plant, and they each collect 95 markkas a 
month in unemployment benefits. They are, in other 
words, unable to pay rent or their electricity bills to the 
township. 


There are about a thousand retirees and the same 
number of children in Kehra. Part of the population 
works outside of the community. 


The debts of the Kehra Paper Plant amount to about 18 
million markkas. From the perspective of the Finnish 
paper industry, the amount is insignificant. but the 
Estonian Government can hardly be expected to come 
up with the money to save Kehra. 


The bankruptcy administrators have calculated that 
approximately 8 million markkas would suffice to start 
up the plant again. This amount would include necessary 
repairs to the soda recovery unit, which Ahlstrom has 
promised to do for half a million markkas. 


The difficulties experienced by Kehra are connected to 
the fall of socialism. The sacks manufactured by the 
plant used to be sold to Russia in exchange for gasoline 
and oil. Fuels acquired this way were then sold to the 
forestry production units and to other customers, and 
the system, albeit not perfect, worked. After the fall of 
the USSR, even this perpetual motion machine ceased to 
function. The markets disappeared. Ukraine, however, 
would be willing to purchase paper sacks if payment 
could be rendered in the form of products. 


Thus Kehra awoke one morning to a stark reality; They 
had to make do in a cold world with a run-down factory 


and no monty. 
Norway 


* Progress Party Adopts Yes to EC, No to Union 


* Slogan Questioned 
93P20157A Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 26 Apr 
93 p2 


[Article by Aslak Bonde: “Hagen Comes Full Circle on 
EC”} 
{Text} Carl 1. Hagen’s fellow party members do not quite 


know what the Progress Party's stand is on the EC 
following the national congress last weekend. 
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“It is possible that Hagen’s stand now is compatible with 
his very first EC position, that is, that the party as a 
matter of principle ought not to have any opinion,” said 
Conservative leader Kaci Kullmann Five. “It’s a con- 
scious effort to hoodwink the Norwegian people. You 
can’t say yes to the EC and no to a union. That is 
dishonest,” said Center Party leader Anne Enger 
Lahnstein. 


According to Labor leader Thorbjorn Jagland, the 
Progress Party has invented a Europe that does not exist 
because the EC issue is such a problematic one for the 


party. 


The three party chairmen did not attend the Progress 
Party’s national congress at the Oslo Plaza Hotel. They 
made their comments on the basis of what they had 
learned about the EC items in the new party program as 
well as on two statements on the EC. 


Not Maastricht 


The program says that in principle the Progress Party 
takes a positive stand on the EC, but that the party 
cannot go along with everything that “has been or is 
being planned for the future development of the EC.” 


“The Progress Party does not agree with the Maastricht 
plans for a swift reshaping of the EC into an economic 
and monetary union. The economic cooperation has to 
develop gradually and cautiously, cn the basis of popular 
support in all the EC countries,” the program stated. 


With the slogan “Yes to EC, no to Union” the party 
rejects the plans for a common currency, the “social 
dimension,” and the structure funds in the EC. 


In a different chapter of the program the party agreed to 
“seek membership in the Western Union as soon as 
possible.” In the same item it is clearly stated that 
membership in the Western Union is only for EC mem- 
bers. 


Support for Application 


In a political statemeni the national congre:. agreed to 
lend its support to the government during the member- 
ship negotiations with the EC. The party acknowledged 
that these negotiations are carried out on the basis of the 
Maastricht treaty, which includes the European Union. 


In another resolution the national congress agreed that it 
will be the national party board that will have to advise 
the voters on what to vote in the plebiscite on the EC 
when that time comes. 


“In the Storting the Progress Party will vote according to 
the people's advice.” 


A statement that would have put EC membership above 
Opposition to the union was voted down. No counts were 
done on the EC vote at the congress, but there were 
about 30 who voted ror the more unqualified yes to the 
EC statement. About 30 also voted against giving their 
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support to the membership negotiations. One may rea- 
sonably count them as “pure” EC opponents. 


Hagen Obfuscates 


At the news conference following the national congress 
Hagen was asked to expound on the party's position on 
the EC. 


“If Denmark and Great Britain approve the Maastricht 
treaty, the EC will be renamed the European Union. In 
such a case, could your slogan ‘Yes to EC, no to Union’ 
still be used?” 


“Yes,” Hagen replied, adding that union can be defined 
in so many different ways and that the EC and the 
Progress Party do not adhere to the same definition. 


“How would you define the concept of union?” 
“I’m not about to give any definitions or analyses.” 


“Does that mean that in your slogan you are saying no to 
something you have not yet defined?” 


“You can't get everything into a slogan. The other 
parties also use slogans that are not always so clear in 
meaning.” 


“You mean, the slogan should not be taken seriously?” 
“Yes, it should.” 


Hagen said there are many reasons why he has changed 
his opinion on Maastricht and the plans for a union 
which he was for last year. 


“I was too taken in with the ideas behind it, but 
politicians must not forget that they have to represent 
the people in all the countries. You can’t make a map 
that does not reflect the lay of the land.” 


* Divided Congress 


93P20157B Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 26 Apr 
93 p2 


[Article by Hilde Harbo: “Progress Party Leader No 
Longer Brooding"’] 


[Text] Only political nitpickers care about what the 
Progress Party's stand on the EC and membership in the 
cabinet. 


That is what Carl I. Hagen said at the conclusion of the 
national congress yesterday. In response to a question as 
to whether the voters in the future should trust a party 
chairman who has admitted that he and the party have 
vacillated and been mistaken both as regards the EC and 
as regards a future government coalition role, Hagen 
said: 


“I believe the voters understand what our policy is all 
about. The two issues you mentioned are fine points that 
in general only political nitpickers care about.” 
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In his concluding remarks Hagen admitted that he had 
been both nervous and sleepless before the congress 
because of all the turmoil of late. He indirectly admitted 
that the party had been a heap of ashes by using the 
analogy that the Progress Party has risen like a phoenix. 


“The mood has changed now. I guarantee the people that 
they will once again see the outspoken, upbeat, and 
tenacious Carl I. Hagen. I have put the brooding behind 
me,” he said. 


The final day of the congress was devoted to program 
adoptions, resolutions, and elections. In addition to the 
slogan “Yes to EC, no to Union,” agreements were 
reached, thinking long-term, on a separation of church 
and state, replacing Christianity classes in the schools 
with nondenominational culture courses on values and 
life philosophy. 


The congress was divided down the middle on this 
controversial issue, and the party leader for his part was 
not very happy that the party has now decided that the 
traditional Christianity courses should be removed. 
Storting representative John Alvheim, who espouses 
conservative values, declared that he would have to take 
exception to this item in the party program. 


The Progress Party also went further afield than any of 
the other parties in adopting with a slim majority a 
program proposal to make interest and payments on 
university study loans tax exempt. 


Immigration 


One of the party’s most conflict-laden topics is immigra- 
tion. The national congress was divided into several 
camps on this. The most polarized ones were on the one 
hand those who agreed with the speaker who said that it 
is better to call it “colorful crap” than “colorful commu- 
nity” and on the other the young ultraliberal members 
who favor free immigration. 


The party did, however, manage to join h nds through a 
compromise solution where, on the one hand, they stress 
the importance of tolerance and openness, and on the 
other, that only foreigners who can finance their own 
living costs should be allowed to stay in this country on 
humanitarian grounds. 


Jan Simonsen was met with laughter when he said he 
supported a resolution against racism, having on the 
second day of the congress given a speech that many 
delegates felt was embarrassingly racist. 


The resolution states that “the Progress Party wants to 
help create a relationship between Norwegians and for- 
eigners that is not tinted with prejudice and racist 
attitudes.” 


Minimum-Pay Retirees 


The financial situation of minimum-pay retirees is espe- 
cially dear to the Progress Party. The local chapter from 
West Agder had submitted a proposal that the special 
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subsidy for minimum-pay retirees should be increased to 
10,000 kroner per year starting in 1994. The cost of this 
proposal would amount to several billions, so Tor 
Mikkel Wara, party spokesman on finance, took to the 
podium to warn against tying the party to such a hefty 
increase. 


Even Alvheim, who Saturday urged the party to open up 
their wallets for the minimum-pay retirees had to rescind 
on his initial support for the proposal. An increase of 
only 5,000 kroner was then agreed on. 


Elections 

The elections for new representatives to the Central 
Committee were marked by suspense. The internal strife 
of the party led three of those who had been elected at the 
last national congress to withdraw. In addition, both of 
the deputy leaders, Wara and Simonsen, did not run for 
reelection. The youthful Ellen Wibe from Namsskogan, 
North Trondelag, will succeed Wara as number-one 


deputy chairman, but she was the object of 23 blank 
votes. 


Hans J. Rosjorde, chairman of the Storting Defense 
Committee, will be the new number-two deputy 
chairman. New members of the Central Committee were 
Tormod Saebo, Lodve Solholm, Per Ove Width, and 
Frode Ringheim. 


Fisheries Aide Rejects UK Linkage of Whaling, 
EC Membership 


PM 1005 144493 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 7 
May 93 p7 


[Ole Mathismoen report: “Growing Opposition to Whal- 
ing”) 

[Excerpts] The problems of the whale are piling up for 
Gro Harlem Brundtland’s government. Yesterday it 
became known that the United States will back an 
extension of the ban on commercial whaling. Bills 
Clinton's “trade minister,” Ron Brown, said that lifting 
the whaling ban is not the best way to preserve whale 
stocks. [passage omitted] 


But yesterday a much tougher message came from the 
British Isles. Member of Parliament [MP] Tony Banks 
made public a letter on the Norwegian decision to 
resume whaling that he has received from Prime Min- 
ister John Major. According to NORSK TELEGRAMB- 
YRA’s London correspondent, the British prime min- 
ister writes: 


“The Norwegians must be in no doubt about our robust 
opposition to their decision to resume whaling or that 
such activities cannot be reconciled with membership of 
the EC.” Major has never before been this sharp, even if 
in talks with Gro Harlem Brundtland he has said that the 
British do not like the Norwegian decision on whaling. 


The letter from Major came after Tony Banks had asked 
for a clarification because Major had not expressed 
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himself very clearly when he commented on whaling in 
House of Commons question time in March. The prime 
minister's answer at the time was interpreted to mean 
that he would not link whaling with EC membership. MP 
Tony Banks believes that the consequence of the prime 
minister's position now must be that Britain will boycott 
the EC's negotiations with Norway. He told NORSK 
TELEGRAMBYRA that the British Government will 
not ignore the EC's whaling ban to satisfy Norway. 


It was impossible yesterday to obtain any comment from 
Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland on develop- 
ments surrounding the whaling issue. But Fisheries Min- 
ister Jan Henry T. Olsen said that t) e EC’s regulations 
do not provide a base for the British remarks. 


“Britain has demonstrated a growing interest in com- 
mitted international environmental cooperation. Firm 
administration of the resources of the seas is good 
environmental policy. I take it for granted that all large 
countries which want to play an important role interna- 
tionally will base their decisions on real knowledge of 
which marine mammals are really under threat and must 
be protected and which exist in large numbers and can be 
culled in a way that stocks can stand. 


“Raising minke whales to the status of sacred animals 
does not help with the real problems we are facing. I 
assume that the British Government will involve itself as 
strongly in the opposition to the hunting of othe’ ani- 
mals. In Britain there is a lot of that kind of thing, both 
on a commercial basis and for pleasure,” the fisheries 
minister said. [passage omitted] 


Telecommunications Links Set Up With Kola 
Peninsula 


PM 1005 140093 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 29 
Apr 93 p 2 


[Ole Magnus Rapp report: “Norway Has Telecommuni- 
cations Customers in Russia’’} 


[Text] Tromso—Several large companies and public 
departments are now available on Norwegian telephone 
numbers. The Norwegian Telecommunications Board 
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has recently taken into service an excahnge which can 
link 3,500 Russian subscribers to the Western telephone 
network. 


The Telecommunications Board has invested around 20 
million kroner in the telecommunications network on 
the Kola Peninsula. With the exception of satellites this 
is the heaviest investment the Telecommunications 
Board has abroad. 


All the subscribers pay Norwegian prices and district 
director Svein Martin Pedersen of the northern telecom- 
munications district stresses that the investment is pro- 
ducing a profit. 


The new exchange was completed three months ago. 
Subscribers are primarily Western companies which 
have set up in Murmansk. But the large Russian fishing 
companies, power companies, and industries related to 
the fishing industry have also joined the network. 


“Russian authorities are very interested in modern tele- 
communications services,”” Pedersen said. “We will also 
be considered when it comes to extending and running 
the general telecommunications network on the Kola 
Peninsula. The local authorities have been given the 
green light from Moscow to continue cooperation with 
the Norwegian Telecommunications Board. 


“Our day-to-day work has been made much easier,”’ said 
Knut Hauge, Norwegian consul in Murmansk. “In the 
past we had to expect a wait of several hours to put 
through a call to Norway. The new telecommunications 
network will be important in the trade cooperation 
across national borders.” 


Several Western banks are using ‘““* network. Several 
electronic banking services are now available from Mur- 
mansk. 


A growing number of towns on the Kola Peninsula are 
being linked to the network. In Arkhangelsk there are 20 
subscribers, and one line goes to the former top-secret 
town of Severodvinsk, where nuclear submarines are 
built. The Norwegian Telecommunications Board, 
alongside Sweden and Finland, is also to be responsible 
for the expansion of the mobile telephone network in St. 
Petersburg. 
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— Suggests Businessman Nadir Be Tried in 


TA1005 164393 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 1530 
GMT 10 May 93 


[Single quotation marks as received] 


[Text] Lefkosa [Nicosia], May !0 (AA)}—Turkish 
Republic of Northern Cyprus [TRNC] President Rauf 
Denktas on Monday [10 May] said that the Asil Nadir 
case is a ‘fait accompli’ and if desired, Britain can file a 
new complaint against the fugitive businessman in the 
TRNC. 


‘They can continue the lawsuit here,” he told AA reporter 
adding this is a decision that only Britain can take. 


Denktas said businessman Asil Nadir is a citizen of the 
Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus and his extradi- 
tion to Britain is not legally possible under the Consti- 
tution. 


He also referred to the demand of extradition of a TRNC 
heroin smuggler who after fleeing to Britain was not 
extradited by that country under the same pretext. 


He said when the British high commissioner in Lefkosa 
visited him to demand the extradition of Nadir, he 
communicated him with Lefkosa’s proposition for a trial 
in TRNC. 


‘It is not feasible for us to extradite Nadir even if an 
extradition treaty existed between Britain and TRNC. 
The case has to go to court. We explained this legal 
necessity to the high commissioner,’ Denktas said. 


Denktas said the high commissioner threatened that the 
TRNC would remain under heavy political pressure 
unless it extradited Nadir and said Britain had a lot of 
political leverage to force the TRNC. 


‘We cannot kidnap a man to hand him over just to 
prevent an embargo by Britain,” he said. 


Denktas added that efforts to create a public opinion 
against Nadir as a result of an embargo to be imposed to 
TRNC would give no results. 


“What they don’t know is that Nadir’s image here is 
totally different from the one in Britain,’ he said. 


Possible Sale of Stolen Assets 


NC1005 170393 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 1600 GMT 10 
May 93 


[Text] The possibility that Greek Cypriot properties in 
possession of Asil Nadir or the bankrupt company Polly 
Peck will be sold concerns the government, which is 
studying ways to prevent it. 


Reports note that Polly Peck’s trustees may sell off 
property that appears to belong to the company but in 
reality is stolen to pay the company’s creditors. The same 
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reports note that Asil Nadir is studying the sale of 
property stolen from Greek Cypriots. 


Foreign Minister Alekos Mikhailidhis told the Cyprus 
Broadcasting Corporation that the government is inves- 
tigating the whole issue and will react with all means. 
The Republic's embassies have already been mobilized. 
Mikhailidhis added that the whole Asil Nadir issue 
underlines the complications arising from the mainte- 
nance of an illegal act for 18 years. He said that we will 
not stand idly by in the face of a new provocation and 
unacceptable violation of human mghts, such as the 
effort to sell off property that belongs to Greek Cypriots. 


Government Statement 


NC1105 134293 Nicosia PRESS AND INFORMATION 
OFFICE in English 10 May 93 


(“Statement by the Government of the Republic of 
Cyprus on the case of Asil Nadir and Polly Peck Inter- 
national’ —PRESS AND INFORMATION OFFICE 
headline] 


[Text] The Government of the Republic of Cyprus 
wishes to refer to developments regarding London based 
Turkish Cypriot businessman Mr Asil Nadir and the 
breaking of bail terms and his absconding on the 4th 
May to the illegal, unrecognised Turkish occupied part of 
Cyprus, and to state the following: 


(1) The Government of Cyprus has observed the long 
Saga regarding Asi! Nadir and Polly Peck International, 
and is concerned that the illegal actions of the Turkish 
Cypriot leadership may make the Turkish occupied part 
of Cyprus a refuge for fugitives from justice. 


(2) The Government of Cyprus 1s naturally concerned 
about Cyprus’ reputation, both with respect to the rule of 
law and as a country for investment, and is disturbed 
that British press and media do not always clarify that 
the northern part of Cyprus is presently beyond the 
control of the internationally recognized Government of 
the Republic of Cyprus, because of the Turkish occupa- 
tion. 


(3) Particular mention is made to the actions of the 
Turkish Cypriot leadership in providing refuge to Asil 
Nadir, blocking the activities of both the Polly Peck 
administrators and Asil Nadir’s receivers in occupied 
Cyprus, and failing to account for the hundreds of 
millions of pounds of British investors funds that have 
somehow “gone astray” in northern Cyprus. These 
actions demonstrate the dangers faced by those who 
invest in an area administered by an illegal, unrecog- 
nized regime. 


(4) Attention is drawn to the fact that even though Polly 
Peck International is in administration and Mr Nadir 
has been declared bankrupt, Asil Nadir and his family 
have substantial assets in the occupied pan of Cyprus 
that have been created since 1980, including newspapers, 
publishing, banking. property and other assets. This 
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wealth has been used in the past to provide financial 
backing at election time for the Turkish Cypriot leader- 
ship. Mr Nadir’s close relations with the Turkish Cypriot 
leadership were demonstrated by his meetings with 
Turkish Cypriot leaders after his arrival in Cyprus on the 
4th May, and the transport and other facilities made 
available to him. 


In conclusion, the Government of Cyprus wishes to state 
that as the legally recognized Government of the whole 
of Cyprus it will do all it can to assist the authorities of 
the United Kingdom in bringing to justice all those 
responsible for any criminal actions that have resulted in 
the loss of hundreds of millions of pounds by investors 
and creditors in the United Kingdom, Switzerland, the 
Netherlands and other countries. 


Britain Criticized for Lack of Action 


NC1105145993 Nicosia KHARAVYI in Greek 10 May 
93 pl 


{From the “Disputably” Column: “Britain and the Pseu- 
dostate™] 


[Text] Asil Nadir, who has been a concern of British 
justice for a long time, now is becoming the cause of 
crisis in the interstate relations between London and 
Ankara. This is because the Turkish Cypriot fugitive 
arrived in the occupied areas via Istanbul and is in an 
area under the occupation of the Turkish army. [Turkish 
Cypriot leader Rauf] Denktas’ pseudostate does not have 
any legal status since it 1s not recognized by any country 
(other than Turkey) and UN Resolution 541/1983 con- 
siders its declaration invalid and illegal. Turkey has a 
serious responsibility about everything that goes on in 
Cypriot territory under 1s occupation. 


The “state” that so far has been a paradise of every 
illegality (drug-trafficking, illegal antiquities’ dealing, 
colonization, etc.), now becomes a shelter for fugitives, 
something that is also noted in the conclusions of the 
third meeting of the EC-Cyprus parliamentary com- 
mittee. 


Of course, Nadir’s case is just one aspect of the peculiar 
British-“state”™ relations. It is no secret that this country 
[Britain] constitutes the “Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus” main trade partner (after Turkey). If London 
had the necessary political will, there are many ways it 
could use to press Denktas’ “state.” Even strangle it 
economically. How? 


—By terminating every import, mainly of agricultural 
products, from the stolen Greek Cypriot properties. 


—By not accepting Turkish Cypriot immigrants. 


—By forbidding Turkish Cypriots from working at the 
British bases here. 


—By obstructing any Turkish Cypriot interests in the 
European Community where Britain 1s an important 
member. 
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It is really ndiculous for anyone to believe that Denktas’ 
pseudostate could behave so arrogantly and irrespon- 
sibly toward a great country which is also a guarantor 
power for the Republic of Cyprus. Do we have to remind 
you of the revelation of the former British UNFICYP 
[UN Forces in Cyprus] chief of staff on how his country 
prevented Attila [referring to the Turkish occupation 
forces] from occupying Nicosia Airport? We believe that 
Britain could have done a lot more to restore justice in 
Cyprus without the use of violence. 


We are nol attempting to plant discord in Bnitain’s 
relations with other states, but a double standard must 
not be applied. There are UN Security Council resolu- 
tions for Cyprus, as there have been for Bosnia and 
Kuwait. There are even declarations that the current 
status quo in Cyprus is unacceptable and damaging. This 
is true not only for our people but for other countries too, 
as we can see from Asil Nadir’s case. Therefore, interna- 
tional law and UN resolutions should be implemented 
here with the same determination as in other cases. 
Britain, as a Security Council permanent member and as 
a guarantor power of Cyprus’ independence, is twice 
responsible for this. 


AKEL’s Ozgur Criticized 
NC1105151993 Nicosia KIBRIS in Turkish 10 May 93 
pl 


{Editorial: “Damn It!"} 


[Excerpts] in a statement to the BBC, a “left-wing” party 
leader called for the return of Asil Nadir, a Turkish 
Cypriot businessman and citizen of the Turkish 
Republic of Northern Cyprus [TRNC], to Britain. Who 
is the leader of that “left-wing” party? He is the person 
who has fanatically pursued the propaganda of AKEL 
[Greek Cypriot Restorative Party of the Working 
People] for many years to brainwash the Turkish Cypriot 
youths in order to convince them that the Greek Cypnot 
claims on Cyprus are justified. [passage omitted] 


The person we have mentioned is Ozker Ozgur, leader of 
the Republican Turkish Party [RTP]. He has demanded 
that a Turkish Cypriot citizen be handed over to a 
foreign c untry—that is, without any legal basis for his 
return. 


The Turkish Cypriot citizen in question invested mil- 
lions of pounds, created jobs for some 20,000 Turkish 
Cypriots, broke the inhuman embargo the Greek Cypriot 
Administration imposed on the Turkish Cypriots in 
cooperation with the entire world, helped our producers 
successfully market their products, and reactivated 
TRNC’s tourist industry by ferrying tourists to northern 
Cyprus. He achieved all that when Ozgur complained 
against the TRNC to the entire world, belittled northern 
Cyprus, and mercilessly attacked president Rauf Den- 
ktas and Turkey. [passage omitted] 


While Ozgur and his party cooperated with the United 
States and Britain to intimidate our people to agree to an 
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imposed solution, the Turkish Cypriot citizen in ques- 
tion foiled the U.S.-British designs through his invest- 
ments, rejected the proposals and promises made to him 
to convince him to take action against president Denk- 
tas, and sided with the Turkish Cypriot people, president 
Denktas, and Turkey against the U.S.-British designs 
and the local colonialist collaborators. That person is 
Asil Nadir. 


On the basis of what law, constitutional provision, or 
international treaty has Ozgur demanded the return of 
Nadir to Britain? [passage omitted] 


By demanding Nadir’s “return,”’ Ozgur has called for the 
violation of the constitution, the principles of our lawful 
state, and the supremacy of laws. Is that what the 
concepts of revolution, leftism, and progressivism mean? 
Is that the way to safeguard TRNC citizens’ constitu- 
tional rights, honor, and interests? Is that the way to 
safeguard our lawful state and the supremacy of laws? Is 
that the way Ozgur and his party will defend the TRNC 
citizens, the constitution, the supremacy of laws, and our 
national dignity if they come to power? Ozgur and the 
RTP have adopted a defeatist approach which yields to 
the hegemonist, insolent, and colonialist mentality and 
tramples upon our national honor and constitution. We 
condemn that approach and draw the Turkish Cypriot 
people's attention to it. 


We are confident that thousands of workers who are 
RTP members but who work in Nadir’s installations and 
thousands of producers, who sympathize with RTP but 
whose products are properly evaluated and marketed by 
Nadir’s establishments, do not support Ozgur's and 
RTP’s defeatist and unlawful approach. RTP’s grass 
roots and thousands of other people who have voted for 
that party are well-aware of Nadir’s contribution toward 
TRNC’s economy and the welfare of the working people. 
Our views do not apply to the patriotic RTP members 
who cherish goodwill. They apply to Ozgur and the 
high-ranking RTP officials who have misused the 
authority vested in them by their grass root supporters 
and not hesitated to trample upon TRNC’"s constitution 
and sovereignty and the principles of our lawful state. 
We protest against them to the honest RTP members, 
the workers who have voted for that party, the pro- 
ducers, and RTP’s patriotic sympathizers who earn their 
living through their hard work. 
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Government, Greece Increase Contributions to 
UNFICYP 


NC1005 165693 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 1400 GMT 10 
May 93 


ext] Government spokesman Ioannis Kasoulidhis con- 
irmed that the Cyprus Government offered to increase 
its contribution to UNFICYP [UN Forces in Cyprus] to 
$18.5 million and Greece to $6.5 million. The 
spokesman described Rauf Denktas’s negative position 
on the Republic of Cyprus’ effort to maintain the peace- 
keeping force in Cyprus as sad. He also recalled that 
based on the 1964 resolution for the formation of 
UNFICYP, the Republic of Cyprus has undertaken the 
responsibility to pay for the peacekeeping force's instal- 
lations. He also pointed out that the Greek Government 
voluntarily increases its contribution, whereas Turkey 
has contributed only once, and only by a few thousand 
dollars, since the beginning of UNFICYP. The 
spokesman also expressed the hope that Russia will not 
veto the Security Council resolution on UNFICYP. He 
noted that Cyprus and others have made representations 
toward the Russian Government on this issue. 


at a Asserts NUP in Favor of Intercommunal 
Tai 


TA1005 164793 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 1530 
GMT 10 May 93 


[Excerpt] Dervis Eroglu, National Unity Party [NUP] 
leader and prime minister, has announced that his party 
iS Not opposed to the intercommunal talks and believes 
in the necessity to assert the justness of the Turkish 
Cypriot cause. The NUP Assembly Group and General 
Administrative Council met this afternoon and dis- 
cussed recent Cyprus developments, the election and 
referendum law, and the early elections issue. 


Addressing the meeting, Eroglu explained that his state- 
ments were muisinierpreted by certain people, who 
claimed that his party 1s opposed to the intercommunal 
talks. Eroglu said that this is wrong. He added: We are 
not opposed to the talks. We believe thai we can make 
our justness and our rights accepted at the negotiating 
table. The talks will continue. At the negotiating table, 
we will explain to the world the wrongness of the Greek 
Cypriots and their unjust demands. 


Rejecting the view that the time spent negotiating is 
against the interests of the Turkish Cypriots, Eroglu 
remarked that while the negotiations continue, the state 
also continues to exist and so do the economic activities 
within the limits of the budget, thus increasing the 
people's standard of living. [passage omitted] 
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Foreign Minister Interviewed on Bosnian Crisis 


NC1005 153093 Athens KIRIAKATIKI 
ELE'VTHEROTIPIA in Greek 9 May 93 pp 10, 11, 41 


[“Exclusive” interview with Foreign Minister Mikhail 
Papakonstandinou by ELEVTHEROTIPIA correspon- 
dent Yeoryios Mavros; place, date not given—ellipses as 
published] 


[Text] [Mavros} And now what, Mr. Minister? I believe 
the question greatly concerns the European, and even 
more $0, the Greek common view. I believe the agony is 
obvious... 


[Papakonstandinou] I want to keep believing that not all 
the possibilities for a peaceful settlement in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina have been exhausted. We can use either 
sanctions or some other form of intervention to avoid 
military means, something that Greece—the Greek Gov- 
ernment—has always rejected and will continue to 
reject. 


[Mavros] What do you mean by “some other form of 
intervention?” 


[Papakonstandinou] | certainly mean peaceful, political 
intervention. 


{Mavros] Such as? 


[Papakonstandinou] The Bosnian Serb parliament's 
reyection of the Athens agreement is very recent. On the 
other hand, | did not have any contacts with my Euro- 
pean or U.S. counterparts after the session, and therefore 
I could not improvise. Lord Owen expressed the same 
view the day before yesterday [7 May], without being 
specific. We already have a new development in new 
Yugoslavia. 


{Mavros}] Do you mean that concerning Serbian Presi- 
dent Milosevic? 


[Papakonstandinou] Exactly. Based on the prime minis- 
ter’s bnefing and on convergent diplomatic information, 
I think Milosevic actually will close the borders of Serbia 
and that from now on he will not supply the Bosnian 
Serbs with anything but medicine. Their situation will 
become very difficult. They may even be forced into 
greater concessions. | can see a clear distinction between 
mother Serbia and the Bosnian Serbs. From this point of 
view, it will be a great misfortune if Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic resigns. 


|Mavros}] How does the Greek Government explain this 
sudden negative decision by the Bosnian Serb parlia- 
ment’? Some people described it as brave, others as 
daring.. 


[Papakonstandinou] | think there can no longer be talk 
about bravery or boldness in Bosnia-Herzegovina. My 
personal view is that a mixture of sentiments stemming 
from the syndromes of civil war, of any civil war I would 
say. prevail. Don’t you think that among the 81 members 
of the Bosnian Serb parliament there are many who have 
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lost loved ones in this crucl war, like the Bosnian Serb 
parliament president, who recently lost all his family? 


[Mavros] So you are saying that emotions prevailed. 


{[Papakonstandinou] From the information I have, I 
would say yes. | repeat, however, that this is my personal 
view. Maybe you are aware that the atmosphere in the 
Bosnian Serb parliamentary session last Wednesday [5 
May] and Thursday changed catalytically when the 
Bosnian Serb general took the floor and explained to the 
rest of the parliamentarians the practica! implications of 
the Vance-Owen peace plan that was signed in Athens. 
The Serbs have—have occupied. if you like—70 percent 
of Bosnia-Herzegovina. The peace plan gives them 43 
percent. That ts, they are called on to withdraw from 27 
percent of the terntory they acquired through so much 
bloodshed. For us, for every outside observer, peace 1s 
surely the highest gain. For someone who is involved in 
the whirlwind of a war it 1s very difficult to value this. It 
is Not impossible though, even for those who are directly 
involved, to understand its value 


[Mavros] This does not only concern those who are 
directly involved. U.S. Secretary of State Warren Chnis- 
topher is going from one European capital to the next, 
looking for allies and for agreement to bomb the Serbs, 
but ignoring the possibility of a war breaking out in the 
Balkans and calling the Athens agreement a disgrace. 


[Papakonstandinou] This is a great misfortune. This 
view also has been maintained by those who want to 
make the Athens peace agreement look as though 11 did 
not achieve its purpose. 


[Mavros] But who are they” All the leaders of the U.S. 
staff opposed, even publicly, a military operation in 
Bosnia. The majority of the common view did the same. 
How does the Greek Government explain the behavior 
of the United States? 


{[Papakonstandinou] My personal view is that the mass 
media has created a picture in which only the Serbs 
commit all the extremes. The tragically obvious fact that 
in a civil war all sides commit extremes ts ignored. 
Maybe one side has a greater responsibility but it is 
impossible to believe one side 1s completely uninvolved. 


{[Mavros] You met Christopher earlier this week. What 1s 
your impression? Why does the United States insist so 
much that a military operation or at least a bombing 
operation is reasonable” 


{[Papakonstandinou] First, let me note a very serious 
contradiction. The basic thought 1s that the bombing will 
force all sides, particularly the Serbs—rather the Serbs 
exclusively—to agree to peace. A peace force of 60 to 
70,000 men will be needed to maintain peace and these 
men will come from the countries who imposed it by 
bombing. 


{[Mavros] Yes, indeed. Can you describe your meeting 
with Christopher in relation to the Athens agreement? 
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[Papakonstandinou] I must say that Christopher had 
some reservations after the Athens agreement but he 
wanted tangible proof. 


{Mavros] But is it possible? Direct, tangible proof? 


[Papakonstandinou] The hatred among the three sides 
goes back hundreds of years and the civil war in the past 
12 months has made it even worse. Christopher 
demands that the peace agreement and the reliability of 
those who cosigned it be tned. 


[Mavros]} But is it possible? Direct and tangible proof 
when the blood that 1s flowing is still hot? 


[Papakonstandinou] | do not think he demanded direct 
proof. But, as he explicitly told me, he is touring Europe 
specifically for the purpose of implementing peace. That 
was exactly what was agreed in Athens. 


[Mavros}] What did you tell him? 


[Papakonstandinou] I agreed with him that the problem 
is precisely the implementation of peace and it is even 
more difficult than signing an agreement. This is because 
all sides have armed groups that are not controlled by 
anyone. I pointed out that the incidents, possibly bloody 
incidents, that these sides would cause would have to be 
considered minor violations of the peace agreement, 
isolated, and dealt with specifically. He agreed. 


{[Mavros] But Chnstopher came to Europe to seek con- 
sent for a large expedition, not a peace force. 


[Papakonstandinou] Maybe this was the impression but 
the Athens peace agreement was signed when Christo- 
pher was flying to Europe. 


[Mavros] And he wrote the Athens agreement on his old 
shoes! 


[Papakonstandinou] On the contrary. He spoke very 
warmly of the prime minister's effort. 


[Mavros} But the international mass media, particularly 
in the United States, played down the Greek mediation 
to the greatest degree possible. | would say that they 
made it vanish. How do you account for that, Mr. 
Minister? 


[Papakonstandinou] I cannot understand it. The British 
press promoted our peace effort in a notable position. 
Maybe the U.S. press has not been convinced yet. 


{Mavros] But when CNN described the dramatic session 
of the Bosnian Serb parliament, it did not even mention 
the Greek prime minister's 16-hour presence! 


{Papakonstandinou] This was an exception, not inexpli- 
cable... 


[Mavros] What do you mean? 


[Papakonstandinou] The ellipsis is enough for now. A 
few days earlier, the same channel called Mitsotakis an 
architect of peace. 
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{[Mavros] Even so, almost at the same time that the 
Athens peace agreement was signed, our fmends the 
Americans charged us with a spy case. Is this a coinci- 
dence? 


[Papakonstandinou] In any case. do not overlook this 
possibility. As you know, the U.S. Justice Department 
operates completely independently from the executive 
power. In the United States the separation of powers is 
absolute. 


{[Mavros}] What does the Greek Government say about 
this case? What does 11 know? 


[Papakonstandinou} We are officicily osking for data. 
The prime minister has ordered an inv«stigation. The 
only thing we know 1s the testimony o! the FBI agent who 
interrogated Lalas. From that point on we are contacting 
the United States and we are asking for information so 
that we can investigate the case too. However, we do not 
have any information. 


{[Mavros] The testimony of the FBI agent indirectly 
accuses former Foreign Minister Andonios Samaras. 


[Papakonstandinou] | do not think so. Why the Foreign 
Ministry? 


{[Mavros] Because it was the only one interested. 


{[Papakonstandinou] | do not have any information on 
this. I do not rule out the possibility that it is a matter of 
irresponsible data. Since we are in the dark now, very 
naturally we have our doubts. 


[Mavros] The average citizen might say that the Greek 
Government did the right thing since the U.S. secret 
services are doing the same thing all over the world. Why 
should our US. allies have secrets from us? 


{[Papakonstandinou] | would alter that slightly. That is, | 
would say that there is no reason for two allies who 
cooperate so closely to have secrets. 


[Mavros] In sum: What kind of an ally is the United 
States? They have never made an allied gesture, a gesture 
of friendship toward us. Skopje. Cyprus, the peace 


agreement, etc. 


[Papakonstandinou] Do not say that. The fact that so far 
it has not recognized Skopje is escaping ycu. This was in 
response to our request. 


[Mavros] [ iscussing the peace opera.ion in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, we forgot Skopje. Where does it stand 
now? 


[Papakonstandinou] | am going to New York on 
Wednesday [!2 May] and I will meet Cyrus Vance and 
Lord Owen. 


{[Mavros] Where does the issue stand exactly? 


[Papakonstandinou] Both we and the Skopjeans are 
committed not to make public statements. However, | 
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can explicitly assure you that the name issue has not 
been raised at all, contrary to what some of your col- 
leagues insist on claiming. 


[Mavros] In closing, Mr. Minister: Did the war clouds 
over the Balkans thicken following the Bosnian Serbs’ 
negative decision” 


[Papakonstandinou] No, | do not think so. Of course | 
did not neglect to stress that Greece will not participate 
in a military operation in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 


Mitsotakis Praises Conference; Optimistic on 
Bosnia 


NC1005 142693 Athens ET-1 Television Network in 
Greek 1130 GMT 10 May 93 


[Statement by Prime Minister Konstandinos Mitsotakis 
after the political party leaders’ conference under Presi- 
dent Konstandinos Karamani:s. followed by remarks in 
response to questions from unidentified correspon- 
dents—live] 


{Excerpts} [Mutsotakis}] As you already know from the 
reading of the communique, the political party leaders 
had a successful meeting under the chairmanship of the 
president. [passage omitted] 


I thank the president because during a difficult phase in 
our national course he initiated this conference, which 
had a positive outcome. Greece's position 1s now crystal 
clear. We are taking a position against all, Europe, the 
United States, and all those involved in the Yugoslav 
crisis. It is self-explanatory because it 1s in agreement 
with the line we unanimously agreed on, that the gov- 
ernment will continue this effort by intensifying and 
expanding its peaceful initiatives. | am happy that we 
have been able to offer something thus far. Ii 1s necessary 
to capitalize on the advantageous position Greece enjoys 
today, because it is in a position to substantially help the 
peace in the Balkans with its own actions and initiatives, 
for the benefit of the Greck people but also for the 
benefit of peace and stability in the region and the world 
in general. That was what | wanted to tell vou briefly, 
and if you want | can answer questions. [passage 
omitted] 


[Correspondent] When you returned from Bosnia you 
said that Greece might participate in the peacekeeping 
force. Was there a discussion on this issue today, and 
why did the communique note that there will be no 
Greek participation” 


[Mitsotakis] Because this was and is Greece's firm posi- 
tion. I have made it clear, and it is also the United 
Nations’ firm practice. Greece believes that the neigh- 
boring Balkan countries should not participate im a 
peacekeeping force. Of course | always include Turkey in 
the Balkan countries. It is not a new position for the 
Greek Government, we have repeatedly stressed it, the 
national defense minister has stressed it, and the foreign 





minister stressed it ve y clearly yesterday before his 
departure for Brussels. It is just a repetition of a firm 
Greek position. 


{Correspondent} There is increasing information that 
this week we will have final and decisive developments 
on the rssue of Skopje. We would like if possible... 


[Mitsotakis, interrupting] | can make no specific predic- 
tion. Anyway, during the political party leaders’ meeting 
I said that the time limits on handling the Skopje issue 
are narrowing and that we do not have much time. That 
is why I asked, but unfortunately was not allowed, to 
bref the political parties and have a discussion on this. 


[Correspondent] You had said earlier that Greece's 
peaceful initiatives will be intensified. Is there anything 
more specific on this nght now? 


[Mitsotakis}] No, | do want wish to say anything more 
specific. But | assured that Greece will continue the 
initiatives it has undertaken and wit! do the best 1 can. 


[Correspondent] if NATO opts for military intervention 
in Yugoslavia, what will Greece's position be? 


| Mitsotakis}] Greece will not participate. Greece will not 
participate. If the operational orders change, our ship 
will withdraw. If we proceed with military operations, 
the Greek crews in the AWACS will withdraw, as we 
have said before. The base at Aktion will not be used. 
Greece will not participate in military operations in the 
area of former Yugoslavia, either directly or indirectly. 
Of course, | should tell you that 2t this time, and I am 
expressing optimism, the possibility of military interven- 
tion has much diminished. | am happy about this 
because it 1s also somewhat of a victory, a success for 
Greek foreign policy which successfully predicted this 
situation. Since all of Serbia's leadership and Montene- 
gro’s leadership accept the Vance and Owen peace plan 
and are willing to help convince the Bosnian Serbs to 
sign this plan, we are undoubtedly facing new factors 
that greatly reduce the chances of military intervention. 


[passage omitted] 


Vance-Owen Draft Accord on Skopje ‘Satisfies 
Demands’ 


NC1005151193 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1245 GMT 10 May 93 


[Text] The Skopje issue 1s entering its most critical and 
perhaps final phase this week as it will be discussed at 
UN Headquarters in New York. Our political correspon- 
dent Tasos Kondoyiannidhis reports that the two medi- 
ators Cyrus Vance and David Owen have drawn and 
worked out the draft accord between Greece and Skopje 
after successive meetings and deliberations with the two 
sides. From what is determined, the draft satisfies 
Greece's basic demands. Specifically concerning the con- 
fidence-building measures, it provides for the recogni- 
tion of current borders, which are inviolate, the symbols 
of the new state, respect for national heritage and Greeks 
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names, the issue of anti-Greek propaganda and the 
provisions of Skopje’s constitution. The Vance-Owen 
draft, which is subject to elementary changes and addi- 
tions, also satisfies the Skopjeans, given that Greece 
undertakes the responsibility to follow the same prin- 
ciple toward the new state and help it financially. This 
draft plan will be presented to Greek Foreign Minister 
Mikhail Papakonstandinou, who will be in New York 
Wednesday [12 May], and to Skopje President Kiro 
Gligorov, who is already in New York for this purpose. 
The two men may mect. 


The eight-page text, with 25 articles, of the Vance-Owen 
plan says that it is prohibited to use symbols, monu- 
ments, and [word indistinct] that constitute the other 
country’s heritage. There is also a special notation 
regarding the use of the Veryina star, the prohibition of 
propaganda for the so-called Macedonian minority [in 
northern Greece], and denouncing those paragraphs in 
Skopje’s constitution that imply designs on Greek terri- 
tory. However, it provides for tourist and economic 
cooperation between Greece and Skopje, with the pro- 
posal that Greece give Skopje a passage to the sea and a 
free zone at Thessaloniki port. In turn Skopje will help 
Greece with the passage of its trucks to Europe. 


Regarding the new name of the country, Skopjean dip- 
lomatic sources at the United Nations note that Greece 
rejects the names “Republic of Upper Macedonia,” 
“North Macedonia,” “Macedonia-Skopje,” “ New Mace- 
donia,” and of course “Macedonia.” 


Foreign Ministry Spokesman Cited 


NC1105125393 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1130 GMT il May 93 


[Text] Foreign Minister Mikhail Papakonstandinou 1s 
expected in New York today and will meet mediators 
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Cyrus Vance and Lord Owen tomorrow. Foreign Min- 
istry spokesman Andreas Papakonstandinou said that 
the Greek side will negotiate at UN headquarters and 
will maintain its given position on the name of the new 
State entity of Skopje. That is, the word Macedonia 
should not be included in the name. The Foreign Min- 
istry spokesman reiterated that the name issue has not 
yet been discussed. 


Asked whether the Greek side intends to submit a 
proposal on the name, Papakonstandinou said the Greek 
side goes to New York with a position on the name, not 
a proposal. Everything shows that significant progress 
has been achieved regarding one aspect of the problem 
with Skopye—the confidence-building measures. Papa- 
konstandinou said the foreign minister is going to nego- 
tiate at the current advanced stage. 


The Foreign Ministry spokesman explicitly said that 
Skopje will be raised as a single and undivided package 
during the discussions with Vance and Owen. He said 
this means that in order for the agreement plan to be 
signed, progress must be achieved on the other aspect of 
the package—the name of the new state. Consequently, 
the Foreign Ministry spokesman did not rule out that the 
name issue will be raised at the time the foreign minister 
negotiates the confidence-building measures. 


Asked if the foreign minister will meet Skopjean Presi- 
dent Kiro Gligorov, the Foreign Ministry spokesman 
said he cannot rule out the possibility that they will meet. 
He added, however, that such a meeting has not been 
scheduled. 


Government spokesman Vasilis Manginas referred to 
Skopje today and said that we are soon approaching the 
final phase, the conclusion. He stressed that our coun- 
try’s upgraded image will successfully support the efforts 
to deal with Skopye. 
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